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Hoſe that look no deeper than the ſurface of things, a1 
| 2 


apt to conclude without Heſitation, that the Churc 

d is in a very Flouriſhing Condi 

tion: Its Dignities and Prefer ments make a very condition of 
goodly ſhew, and the Patronage.of the Q —n he Church not 

eems to promiſe a continuance of. Proſperity. But 0b judę d by 

for all this fine Complexion and fine Weather, there the External - 

is a Hectick Feaver lurking in the very Bowels of Appearance, 

it; which, if not timely Cur d, will infect all.the : 
Humours, and at length Deftroy.the very Being of it. ' 
elf the Church of England is not in a Flouriſhing Condition 


* . 


© under a Queen of Her Vows and Her Wiſhes, one that is not 
<. only entirely Englifp, but entirely bred up in Her Communion, » 

©. When will ſhe think Her ſelf ſo? To Purge the Body Politick 
* of all its Ill Humours at once is more than a Herculean Labour, 
© and Her M---ty has gone as far as could be expected towards 
© the Reforming th' Abuſe crept into the Goverment either Ec- 
cleſiaſtical, or Civil, after they had got to ſuch a Head in the 
© laſt Reign. DS | 


The Nation has a long time abounded with Sectaries, who in 
the preceding Century violently overturn'd both 
x Church and State; tho their own Extravagance and Danger of the. 
Canfuſions, thro a ſpecial Providence, contributed Church from 
more than Human Wiſdom to the Re-eftabliſhment of whom. 
em. The Sons of riots Men yet remain, and inge: 
rit many of em the Principles of their Fathers: It wou'd there- 
fore be no very uncharitable Suppoſition, without any other Ar- 
gument, to imagine em Hezrs of their Deſigns likewite: For it is 
ie to demonſtrate that ſuch Principles lead naturally to ſuch De- 
figns, and that no Man can heartily embrace Oze, without having | | 
favourable thoughts of T'other;, nor can we Blame em, for TR. 
any Man is perſuaded (as many of our Sectarians avow. themſelves 
to be) that the Diſcipline and Worſhip of the Church of E——<4., 
are an Abomination, his CO will readily ſuggeſt to mY m 
* 2 ; X t 
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7 
that he ought todo his utmoſt to Purge the Land from ſuch Abo- 
mation ;, and upon this Pretefice has the Church been once alrea- 


dy intirely ibverted,, tho' raiſed again by God in a Miraculous 
manner, thoſe. days a thof 795 _y £ Root ay Hranch 
was the all the Pulpirh{ the Shibboleth of the Party. If ſince 
the Caurch recover d its antient Luſtre and Authority, they have 
been more Silent, and in ppearance more Moderate, nis not that 
they are better ee or A Bed, but that ſubmitting to the 


4 


their Proceedings in S d during theſe Two laſt Rergus, ſuffici- 
75705 ſhew us What Treatment we might expect, if they had the 
S Prone Seite 5 Cf HCO! 
5 The Aeg and Eh are upon two different el 
„ and tho'the Tfanſäctions there, on the fide of the Kirk Party, 
have been unattotntably fevere ts the Bpiſcopal Clergy, we 


Neceſſity o the 7 es, they have i their Intentions bet - 
ter, yet dme de oy ts here, ind the Whole Coufſe of 


are not to infer” from thente, that the Diſſentets among us are 
about to-follow ugh anumptecedenited Example: Becauſe they 
7 


* * 


* 
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x 


are Tole?Bed hot Eſtabliſpd, and Her M-==fty continues to- 


þ for the Bill to prevent C | 

dient E of the Churthes ſecurity, Ae 

ſuppos d that Theft Hearts act contraty to their Mouths, or 

I that they ee e one way Publickly, and make In- 
tereſt clandeſtinly againſt t 


- 


have © Bll oh Her Ri P-fon whe have all Along Voted 
n 


o 
4 


revent OS Al Con —ity, Wbich is a ſuff⸗ 
ſince it is not to be 


* 


18 very Bill they would be taken to 


* be ſticklers for. That the Perſons of ſuch Men as were con- 


cern d in the late Horrid Rebellion againſt K. Charles I. and II. 


— 


„ne row living, is no Argument that they muſt be of the ſame 
Wicked Principles; for we have ſome that are concern d in the 
© the preſent Ad tion that fall under another Character. 


4 


But theſe People, tho they may have the Wilt 


Diſſenters ot have not the Power alone to endanger the Church. 


ling h) ſo for- The Diſſenters are not yet cohifiderable enough for 


* 
. 


dalle as gi- their Number: 


{ however they boaſt of em) 


ven our. Pesleh, of © ali, to bring abour any great Change 


in the, Conſtitution of Church of State. And our 
Church, is too Strong th be Shaker, but through Treachery or Su. 
pine Negligence of its own Members, or thole it leaſt that pretend 


to be ſuch z and as ſuch palm themſelves frequently upon their 


Country or Church, to the irreparable Damage of Both. 


© Forgivenels is an Excellence of Mind Inſeparable from the 


« Family, of S ehr Her NM c 
© Queſtion for adbering to 6ur Savionr's Precepts of doing Good 


te thoſe Deſpitefally us d? If they took advantage and grew 


4 


S. i 


* Infolent upon it, the fault is theits, not the Q— 


The 


ts, and dught Her M —<rty fo be call'd in 


23 CY 

The ſudden Death of the lae K g difippoin= =— 
ted, mortified and humbl'd the Diſſenters, and TV+ir late 
their Abettors the Whigs T6 exceſſively, that they DPi[r»ftion 
were ready to liavè thrown a Blank to the Church, and the Ten- 
and wou'd have taken a general Indemnity with un Je, and f he 
Excluſion from all Publick Truft and Offce. They ##aſons of it: 
ho not a Month before breathed nothing but De- | 
fiance, and inſulted the Church, and treated the Princeſs with the 
molt Scandalous Indignitiès, and Rudeſt Caluninies, were in an in- 
{tant grown the moſt Duti ful Subjecte, the moſt Aﬀeftionate Friends, 
and the moſt Peaceable, Meet, Chriſtian, Spirited People in the U- 
niverle.: They Preach'd nothing but Charity, Peace and Love, 
Forgiveneſs of Injuries, Oblivion of MW cx25% and the utter Aboli- 
tion and Extinction of Parties and Fact unt for ever, ſo very Good 
and Gracions can Men in 'Fear be ! But whence this Himility and 
Dejection of Mind, this Sweetneſs of Temper ? Was it Natural, 
or the Reſult of more extraordinary Gππν , or more Chriſta 
Priqciples than other. Men were poſſeſt 6f-? No ! But they had 


juſt before Injur'd and Affronted the Princeſs and Churth of Eug- 


{md in ſo Inſolent and Outragions a manner, upon Preſ.:mption, 
that dutable Schemes were upon the Anvil in their Favour, that 
their mn Conſciences upon the vaniſhing of em, prompted em td 
ſeek Pardon and Pe ace Rom thoſe whom they had ſo ,46:3'd, by 
an extraordinary Submiſſion. Jos | 5 - 
© The Proceedings as to Affairs of Reugion in S -i, cant 


© never endanger us here in oar Eccleſiaſtical concerns, and let 


vrhat Conceſſions be made, the M—-=try fhall think fit there, 
they can never hurt us, unleſs in thoſe that are Cil; becaute 
© the Kirk Eſtabliſhment has been made National by Acts of Par- 
© hament, tho' ] wilt not infer from rhence that Ep ——cy bas 
© not been likewiſe National time our of Mind in that Antient 
© Kingdom, and tho” there ſhould be (which no True Proteſtant 
could wiſh for) a Diſheriſon of its C ανn from our M-— chs. 
As for the M-—ters here pointed at, and who are ſaid to owe 
© their Grantleur to the C ch of E Ads Protection, no Man 
can be fo hardy ſtrely fo much as to Imagine the Noble P—r 
© that is particularly touch'd in this Paragraph, made ule of 
© P——nsand Bes to bring H into ſabjection to H---Ene. 
mies. Credat Judæas Apella- Non Ego. He that is of Iucor- 
rupted Principles himſelf, will never lay Baits to ſaducè others 
© and Who could refuſe all offer'd Advantages when Cloſed in 
© his own Perſon, would never offer to do V wlence to the Tem- 
pers of others. If the Gentlemen who ſeem here to be men- 
tion d were diſmiſs'd from Attendance at C- t, muſt his L=— p 
© be the cauſe of it; As if Ho Removal can be made at ( t 
but he muſt have a Hand in if, and there was no more C s 
aud F—— tes, that could give them a Caſt out of their O e 
“ but the I- TI. Meſt Falle and Ridiculous ! : 


Bur 


Very different 
from the Pre- 
fent, and why 


(6s) | 

But, when contrary to theſe Fears they found 
the. Head of the Ch ——ch, and after Her Example 
the Members of it too, inclined not only to Forgive, 
but to Forget paſt juries, and that inſtead of Pu- 


niſiment, they meet not ſo much as a Rebuke or Re- 
froach, but Comfortable Speeches and Kind Aſſurances from the 
Qn Her Self, and Good Countenance from ſome of her Prime 


— 


3. their Spirits were elated, in an inſtant the Spirit of 


Humility and Pacification vamiſh'd, their former Inſolence and Pre- 
ſumption return'd upon em in full Force, and they began to Chal- 


lenge and Provoke the Ch 


ch as boldly as ever. 


© What ſigniſies their having the Will without the Power? No 
one Queſtions but every one, of what Perſwaſion ſoever, would 
c have his own Opinion uppermoſt, notwithſtanding the Review 
c and other Publick Papers ſeem to prefer the Church Govern. 
ment that is National to their own, therefore the Fault lies at 
their own Door, if the Church Party do not keep open their 

Eyes, and provide themſelves againſt all Spiritual and Tempo- 
© ral Invaſions whatſoever. 5 


Thus far the Hiſtory of their carriage towards the Ch -—ch 
is Publick and Recent, as likewiſe are the Advances that have been 


Conceſſions 
made in 
e 
verydangerous 
to n 


here; Which 


8c #4 to the Defire of the Preſbyte 
the endangering of the Ch — ch —5 Mc 


made m their Favour, and the Repulſes which the 
Ch——-ch has met with. Every thing has paſt in 
„even to 
f un — hy 
of Ed and the Diſheriſon of its Q —— n, 
and the immediate Prejudice of its Sovereignty; but 
on the contrary not hing for the Security of the Ch. ch 


cannot only boaſt it ſelf to be a Main Branch of the 


vil Conſtitution, but the Prop and Support of the whole Frame of 


Government 3 


| Great aud ſud- 
den Change in 
fame M=-ts. 


which remov'd, it mult all neceſſarily fall to the 
Ground, as has been once fatally 723 All 
attempts to ſettle it on a Perpetual Foundation have 
been Oppos'd, and render d yes by M-— rs, 
who owe their preſent Grandeur to its Protection, 
and who with a Pre varication as ſhameful as their 


Ingratitude, pretend to Vote and Speak for it themſelves, while 
they Sellicite and Bribe others with Penſions, and Places, to be 


againſt it. 


were to be Interrogated upon Oath, what wrought this won- 
drous Charge in em? They wou'd Anſwer, that the L—-T— 
requir'd it of em, and that they held their Places by that Tenure. 


N= | and 
E—s of R—, 


Sir E--S—,why and Sir E-— S——? Or why ſo Able and * 
a | 11 


in diſgracc. 


If on the other hand the ſame Enguiry were made, 
why the Staves were taken from the E of 


Py 


G 


ful a Miniſter as the E — of were expoſed ſingle to the 
alte of a Faction, and he as well as the E-—of x, wea- 
ried out of his Pet? It wou'd be found that they were Inflexible 
Men, Opiniatres, whoſe Conſciences got the better of their Places, 
and wou'd not let em part with unſeaſonable Principles, whenever 
they grew out of Faſhion at C—t: They adher'd firmly to the 
Intereſts of the Ch ch, and by theit fteadineſs Reproach'd thoſe 
that Debauch'd the reſt with want of Priciples and Ingratitude. 
The ſudden Death of the late K. was no ſmall mortification 
to the Whig Party, who perhaps found him more Complaiſant 
© to them, than was conſiſtent with the Promiſes He had made to 
© their Antagoniſts at His Ac — on to the Th—— ne; and if 
© they Preach'd up Charity and Peace when they ſeem d tobe in a 
« Declining Condition, it's no more than they have conti- 
c nued to do ſince by the Mouths of their two Lay Text Drivers, 
The Review and Obſervators, even While they think themlelves 
at the Helm of G — ment, and are Guilty of ſuch an Abſui di- 
« ty as to think the G t in their Intereſt. 


It is hard to aſſign any Plauſible Reaſon for this Conduct of the 
L. —T——, that when his Srory ſliall come to be Impartially 
written, it will hardly find Belief with Poſterity ;, for it is ſcarce 
credible, that one who has the Reputation of a Cunning Man, 
ſhou'd deſert his Old Friends and Protectors, with whoſe Approba- 
tion and Good Will he enjoyed the Beſt Poft in the Nation; at à 
time when their Credit was at the Higheſt, while the Heart of the 

—n Was entirely with 'em, and while there was a perfect 

armony upon that Score between Her and the H—of C-—s, 
the greateſt aud moſt powerful Body in the 1V.2107, and an uns 
verſal Satisfaction, throughout the Land in the expected Settlemem 
of the Ch ch; and to ſumm up All, when neither the One 
Party had given him any Provocation to abandon em; and conle- 


quently not ee, to his Converſion, receiv d him with an ill 
Grace, and have us'd him ſcurvily ever ſince. 


* He that thinks his L — p does not deſerve the Reputation of 


© a Cunning Man, has no Title to that Character Himſelf, and 
without queſtion He has his Reaſons for what he does. Io 
© rurn Deſerter is beneath a Gentleman of his Conduct and In- 
© trepidity, and the Libeller Teems to contradict Himſelf here, 
£ when heaffirms, the Party he is gone over to, receiv'd Him wats; 
© an Ill Grace, and have us'd him ſcurvily ever ſince ;, a way of 


Treatment, which is very Foreign to thoſe Gentlemens Beha- 


e viour, who being indefatigable in gaining Proſelytes, uſe them 
t with ſuch Dexterity and Gentlenels as may keep them firm in 
« their Intereſt. 
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(8) 

| in this the Effect of S-—— 4s Alliance. Ap- 
Inecdote pear'd. That Trir ling Stateſman, to whom Frea- 

er) Was, thro' Habit, Become almoft as neceſ- 
ſary as Breathing, cou d not ſufſer his New Relations to make open 
and fair Meaſtres, which had been more Safe, us well as more 
Honourable, aud altogether as Al tuantægeous to em, but by infu- 
fing mto 'em a Fealorfy of their Friends, endeavour'd by.embar- 
rafting em to render himſcif Neceſfary. Sg 
© S——=2S Alliance wasnot ſcvery near, as to make this Noble 
* P-— quit the Maſures Hz had form'd before it was entred 
© into, of doing What lay in his Power for the Good of the 
© Church an State; fince it is not to be ſuppas'd, fo remote a 
© Kindred,as having eich of them a Son Marry'd two S8 —— rs, 
© could not be of Force enough to conceal, the Impreſtions he 
© had receiva, from a due fenle of Honour and Conſcience which 
© he was very far from being « Stranger to, 7. | 


Thus it's betiv d I. -T -— and D and 
Fraro / Rivals D — of M-— receiv's the firſt arp; atleaſt 
intheC—— 1s tis more Honourable to lay the Fault there, and 
Favour, alie- ſuppole em Atrsd, than to think they left the 
nates L--—— Caule, by which they had been rais'd out of Levity 
„Oc. of Jemper. or Premed:tated Treachery : But howe- 


Frou t hi lute- ver that was; being poſſeſt of the Q ns Fa- 
fte, vour, they were-relolv'd to admit no Sharers with 
Ch - , em in it, not ſo much as the Ch ch, leſt 

. that ſheuld draw after it the E. 80f x 
And N. , with Others, into more Special Grace, and cloſer 


Confidence with the Q than they approv'd. Yet, as it was nei- 
Ther Safe nor Feaſible, ſo abioiutely or immediately to wean the 
Qn from the Ch—- ch, as to keep thoſe Noble Perſe 
and divers others, ſo far from Her as they defir'd; without 
keeping the Ch — ch at ſome diſtance; they amplified the Num- 

bers of the Difjenters, and the Danger of diſobliging 
TheyPrejudice dem; and then by degrees fill d her with Apprehen- 
the &——n, firms of the Miſchie vous Heat and Baſtion of the 
Ch-—chmen; and perſuaded Her of the Ne» 
ceſſity of withdrawing Her Countenance, and receiving em more 
coldly :, till by degrees they drove almoſt all that adher'd firmly 
to the Ch ch, from about Her Ferſon. In the mean 
time, to fortify themſelves againſt that Odium, Which they fore- 
ſaw they muſt neceſſarily incur, having all the 'Maces of the 
Nation in their Hands, they employ'd em ro Debauch indiffe- 
rently, ſuch of Both Parties as were Members of P ——, and 
out of thera to raiſe up a Third, which ſhou'd PERU to be 
Neuters, and depend upon them alone, and Vote and Act by their 
Direction only, without regard to a:y other Engagement or 
Principle. | 10 


(9) 
Jo ſuppoſe theſe Three Noble Perſons to be abus d is to ſup” 
ſe them to be weak, for S— d, tho' he was a Man of Deep 
3 had Perſons of as Great Reach to deal with in the L. 
T—— and D-— of A as himſelf; and to Imagine that 
© any thing could be like premeditated 1 in the Breaſts 
© of two Gentlemen, one of whom had preſF'd the E — pire, 
© from Ruine, and the other F-——ard from turning B- rupt, 
© is as Ridiculous as it is Impoſſibie. Beſides, our Author, makes 
© the n Acceſſary as it were to their Deſigns, for a L- 
© of Her Diſtin&ion could not but have Found what they Aim'd 
© at, and fruſt rated their Intentions, had there been any ſuch 
» Thing as a Deſign againſt the C ch in Agitation, 


c 
EC 
C 


But as ſuch Charges as theſe abruptly made, are 
Scandalous and Unpopular, and in the End generally Hiſtory of 
Fatal to Min -—rs of S-—te, unleſs Varniſt over Moderation 
with ſome Specious Pretence to gull the People, and Alamode. 
lull them into a falſe Security: Her M——'s Graci- 
ous Diſpoſition and Inclination to render All Her People Happy 
and Contented, was laid hold of as a moſt Glorious Screen, and 
MODERATION was the Word, the Paſſpartour, that o- 
pen'dall the Place Doors between the Lizzard Point in Cornwal, 
and the Town of Berwick —_= Tweed. — ſome Gen- 
tlemen who had made a handſome Figure, and render d themſelves 
Conſpicuous to the whole Nation for their Zeal, grew as Mo- 
derate and Jndifferent as an Uſurer at a 1 of Charity. 
They cou'd Vote For or Againſt any Bill, the fame P p 
the ſame Seſſion, nay, if Occaſion had been, the ſame Day. But 
this Moderation which triumph'd fo in E d, cou d not be 
prevaibd upon to ſtir One Step over the Tweed. While our Men of 
Moderation yielded up every Point here, on Pretence of Tender- 
neſs for Erroneous Conſciences, the Kirk there purſued their Blows ; 
and having got the poor Epiſcopal Ch — ch down, laid_on 
moſt unmercifully thick and heavy, in order to knock it effectually 
on the Head; and theſe Moderate Perſons who would not ſuffer 
the Ch——chof England ſo much as to aſſert it ſelf here, were fo 
far from offering their Mediation towards alleviating their Vnjuſt 
Sufferings, that the Proceedings of their Enemies were encourag'd 
and enflam'd by Spontaneous Letters of Grace and Countenance; 
and when the poor Perſecuted Clergy of that Kingdom, in the An- 
guſh of their ; x9 addreſs d for ſome Comfort and Relief under 
their Miſeries, they were ſent back with an Anſwer that had 
more of Reproof than Compaſſion in it, without hope of Remedy, 
and the more to Jmbitter their Woes, befitting only Tumultuous 
Rioters, or Seditious Remonſtrants. 

Moderation is grown a Word of Great Latitude (pray don't 
© imagine I mean the Ct * deration for doubtleſs t at 1 on 

© ſtolic 


—_— 

k ſtolical and comes up. to the Words of the Text that ſays, Let 
« your Moderation be known in all Things. But the Moderation en- 
« Joyn'd' from the Th---ne, was the True Moderation, a direct 
i Cementing of all Differences between one Fellow Subject 
and another. Pegce at Home as it is in the Bleſſed Effects of it 
not in Dr. D---2F7t's Book, and if we have perverted the Word 
© we ought to be charg'd with a Breach of the R---al Injunction. 
© It were to be will'd ſome Expedient were to be found to ſup- 
© preſs the Grievances of the AE pal Clergy in S——ard, 
but he mult bring his Account well atteſted; if the Anſwer that 
© was was given to their A fs, had more of Reproof than 
© Compaſſion in it before I'll Credit it. 


3 Thoſe of the Ch — ch that know the Piety and 
Steſpiciozus of Tenderneſs of the Q — n for all Her People and Her 
%% Che Goodnefs and inclination to Charity, as well as Her 
of E bo fpecial Zeal for the Ch——ch of E———, can't 
granunded. believe that this ſudden Damp upon it, and this 
| ſeeming Partiality for the Difſenters can ariſe from 
any ordinary Cauſe, or from any thing; leſs than a lively Appre- 
hn fron of ſome very great Danger, as ſtrongly as privately ſug- 

eſted to Her; eſpecially when they con{tder their own firm 
dherence to Her while only Pr——, and their dutiſul and af- 
fectionate Carriage towards Her ever ſince : But they plainly ſee 
by Her repeated Chutions in Her Speeches, by the Conduct of Her 
P-—xt M1 -— r5,and by the Ob4rutFfens which every thing that 
has. been advanc'd for the Security of the Ch — ch, has met 
with from ſome Great Off — of the C n, that the does not hold 
the fame Ran in Her Eſteem and Con fdence,that it held heretofore; 
or that at leaſt thro the Awe of ſome Party or other, ſne dares not 
ive em the wonted Afarks of it. However, not being Con- 
cious to themſetves of any Intemperate Behaviour on their Part 
towards their Neighbours, or want of Duty or Affection to Her 
M—-, their Repreſentatives having cheerfully ſupplied Her's, and 
the Nations Warts, and complied With all Her Deſires (as far as 
they were inform'd of em) except in the Caſe of the Gr. t to 
the Duke of A ; which, conſidering that his Services were 
then but in their Infancy, but juſt Beginning; that the Nation 
was at Great Charges for this War, and very much in Debt for 
the laſt ; and that upon thoſe Two Accounts they had very lately 
been ſorc'd to à Refſumprion of former Granzs , they cowd not. 
think it proper to be done in à Parliamentary way at that time, 
tho' they*did- concur witlr the Q— n in acknowledging his 
Good Services, aud were very well ſatisfied that Her MX 
ſhou'd extend Her Royal Bounty to him for em even then, and 
have ſiace, in x moſt Special and Honourable manner recommended. 
to Her futher Conſideration his late Great. Services; Which * 1 


+. 


=. JJ 
That they never Envied or were Unjuſt to his Merits; or refracto- 
rily uncomplaiſant with Her Defires ; from all theſe Conſiderati- 
ons they can't conceive that the Countenance of the C irt to- 
wards them is alter'd by reafon of any Misbehaviour of theirs, 
but upon ſome private Suggeſtions hitherto ſuppreſt. 1 

© The Piety and Tenderneſs of the Q-—-n is ſo Conſpicuous, 
Her regard to the Intereſt of the K m ſo apparent, and 
Her Recommendations from the Th He in Favour of the Eſta- 
© bliſh'd Religion fo fervent and moving in almoſt every Speech 
during Her Reign, that He muſt be worſe than an Iufidel, 
© that renders Her cool and abated in her good Diſpoſitions 
© to the C—— ch, ſince the majority of H —— Great Officers 
8 te, ( viz. ) the P>—=, the I. I, the L---H--- 
E C—ntheL—.C—nmtheL— P=<S, the Comp--r of 
© Her-—H —- Id, &c. all Voted tor the B to prevent O---nal 
Con ty laſt 8 on. And though IH M-— holds the 
< D—of M-— deſervedly in Her R—- al Eſteem for His 
© Great Service,S—- gives the Great Work of Devotion ſo much 
© Preference toHim, that I cannot perſuade my ſelf, whatever the 
© Memorialift may inſinuate, any Suggeſtions agamſt the Well- 
© being of the Ch-——ch which 8 — is the Honour and Orna- 
© ment of, will be as mach as Entertain d by H—— M-. y. 


Altho' from the frequent Inculcations of the Ne- zo gergtion of 
ceſlity of Moderate Councils, and from the repeat- ;3, CY 
ed Exhortations from the Ih: to Peace and Union, of E — d 
the Ch — ch- Men do find themſelves almoſt as Aſerted. 
ſenſibly reproach'd with want of Crft:an Charity, 
and the true Spirit of Peace, as by the Open Aſperſions, and De- 
famatory Libels of the Diſſenters and their Hirelings who under 
the Buffoon Nick-names of High fiying, Tantivy, Perkinn:te, &c. 
are-employ'd to Traduce and Banter all Cure of the preſent Con- 
ſtitution, Eccleſiaſtical or Civil ; yet they are Willing to bring 
their Moderation to the Teſt with any Ch —- h, Congregation, 
or Religious Community whatſoever in the Univerſe, that has at 
any Time, or in any Country, been poſſeſt of ſo much Civil Power, 
as to give as fair and full Proof what they wou'd grant to thoſe of 
other Perſwaſions, if they had themſelves the Power, as what they 
Demand where they have it not. The Indepen- 
dents and Prevbyterians formerly in En-——d and And compared 
Ir —1——4; The Kirk of Sc-—d-heretofore and #1 - that of 
at preſent; The Anabaptifts at Munſter, the Luthe- other Chex. 
rans in divers Parts of Germany, Sweden, Denmark, © . 
&c. The Calviniſts in Holland and at Geneva. And the Roman 
Catholicks at {everal times almoſt all the World. over, have in 
their reſpective Turns experimentally demonſtrated. by their 
Practice, that they will not N a Rival Church mth ir Ne- 
| DP 2 | - 1874075; 
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#11025; and ſome of em (to which eight Parts in ten of the 
Engl1h Diſſenters retain) thar they will not ſo much as Tolerare 
the Exerciſe of the Rites of a Diſſenting ChH—ch, tho' in Sub- 
jection ; And the Quakers (who never had Dominion any where, 
and therefore may make the ſtrongeſt Pretence to Moderation) 
will not ſo much as lay out their Money with a Tradeſman of 
another Perſwaſion, nor extend their Alliance, Commerce, or 
Charity beyond their own Seck; tho kindly invited to it by o- 
thers, eſpecially the Ch — ch buying of them. From this Con- 
uct, it is no Uncharitable Preſumption to conclude, that the Qua- 
ers would be as Tenacious, and Uncommunicative of Power (were 
they poſſeſt of it) as any other Set. 
„ The Ch—ch Men ovght to conſider what the Perſons are 
. that Reproach them with Want of Chriſtian Charity, by per- 
. Verting the Senſe of H— M——ty's moſt Gracious Sp——es, 
a before they Aſperſe other Gentlemen with it that are not Con- 
. Cern'd in thoſe Defamatory Libels; and to Comfort them- 
ſelves that the Nick-Names they are aggriev d at, only come 
rom a Few Scandalous Party Scribes, whoſe Cenſures more 
; Conduce to the Churches Benefit than their Good Words. As 
for the Roman Catholicks, Calviniſts, Lutherans, Anabaptiſts, 
Cc. not ſuffering a Rival Church, in any Place where either 
of thoſe Religions are Uppermoſt, neither does the Church of 


C 


: England; for 1 hope this Author who pretends ſuch a Defe- 


rence for Her Worſhip will not have ſo mean an Opinion of a 
Church that has been Settled by ſo many Acts of Parliament, 
© as to affirm that a Parcel of Sectaries who Aſſemble together 
only upon Sufferance, and in Separate Congregations can fall 

de r t he Name of being Her Rivals. | 


The Ch— ch of E—4 then has Reaſon to Reſent and be 
LY Briev'd at the Miſrepreſentations, that Mi——rs 
Unjuft Mi/- or others for private Ends make of Her beſt 
repreſentati= Friends to her M . or the Publick; and they to 
ons juſtly 4 regret the Loſs of thoſe favourable Regards which 
hs Py 85 ented > their conſtant, dutiful, and affectionate Behaviour 
— 4 might give em a juſt Expectation of; eſpecially to 

loſe em upon groundleſs Surmiſes and unfair Inſinu- 
ations, that they have not Temper enough to bear their Felicity 
as they ought. Thoſe that procure this Coldneſs towards the 
Ch——ch, pretend to deal with it, as they do by half Famiſh'd 
Perſons, ſtint em in their Meals for fear they ſhould Surfeit thro' 
over Voraciouſneſs, tho' it is more to be fear'd, that like Knaviſh 
Guardians, they Curtail the Infant's Allowance , not ſo much 
to breed him Soberly, as to Cheat him the more largely in their 
Accounts; which for all their Cunning, may at ſome time or o- 
ther undergo a Severe Examination. Had this want of —_— 
en 
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been . N by the Profeſt or Suſpected Adverſaries of the 
Ch ch, there had been nothing of Wonder, leſs of Ingratitude 
tho”, not leſs Injuſtice. We have been uſed to bear their Inſolent, 
Unuft Clamour with a Calmneſs of Temper unknown to any 
Ch—— ch but ours, and which alone without any other Argu- 
ment, is ſufficient to evince the Unreaſonableneſs and Falſhood 
of their Reproaches, and wipe off all ſuch Slanderous Aſperſions at 
the very Inſtant they are caſt upon us. But when our ſuppoſed 
Great Friends, Aſſerters, Paſtours and pretended Protectors, by un- 
neceſſary Cautions and Reprehenſions, give Countenance to the 
Hardeft Inſinuations of Her Enemies, it looks as if they would ar- 
rogate to themſelves ſolely the whole Merit of the Ch hs viſi- 
ble Moderat ion, and thro' their Artifices leave Her ſtill Supected 
of Inviſible, Chimerical Deſigns of Perſecution. 

© If any Perſons about H— M——ty's Perſon have been 
© Guilty of theſe Misrepreſentations, let them beAddreſs'd againſt 
© perſuant to the Antient Methods of Parliament; for to Poiſon 
© the R-— al Ear with Diſtruſts of H M——ty's moſt 
Faithful Friends and S——ts, is a Crime of fo great an Impor- 
tance, that no Puniſhment can be too Great, and no M —— ter 
of S te though in never ſo great Credit with his S——aign 
too Powerful to be call'd to an Account for it. But to Point out 
Gentlemen only upon Suſpicion, without Proof of the Fa& 
(for C tiers are cloſe Men) is beneath the Dignity, 
Truth, and the Sincerity of a True Church-Man. For it be. 
© hovesan Author to be well aſſar'd of the Matter in Diſpute be- 
© fore He commits it to Paper, and not to Rake into the Cha- 
© racters of Great Men upon the Cry of any Party whatſoever, 
© nothing in the World ſhall convince me, but ſuch as Vote for 
© the Church as my L—TI— are in the Churches Intereſt. 
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Thoſe that thusTreacherouſly now clog and damp 

the Affairs of the Ch ch plead the ſame Reaſons Trimmer*s Ec- 
for their preſent Conduct, that the Selfiſh Tempo- cuſes. 

rizers of all Ages and Nations have ever done; 

That the Times will not bear any other Meaſurerers; That 
they are as hearty and firm to the Intereſts of the 

Ch— ch as ever; but the Enemies of it are very Vid. Pref. to 
Numerous, and Powerful, and muſt not be Provoked race at Home 
at this Juncture; That the Q— muſt have the and Var £ 
Hearts of all Her People, and in order to it give e- road and E 
qual Encouragement to all Her Loving Subjects with- Jay xi. 

out Diſtinction of Farties; That the Old Seditious, 

Rebellious Race of F—cks and Wh is extinct, and their 


| Leaven worn out; and that they who Inherit at preſent their A- 


verſion to the Ch -—ch of En — 4, have none at all to the Civil 
St—e; but are as Affectionate and Loyal as the beſt Ch 
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m —nof 'em all; That the Impatience of the Ch — ch to be 
Secured, may endanger many fine Schemes, which theſe Politi- 
cians have laid , and which they will Communicate, when 
aud to whom they ſee proper; That to take away 
Ad. E x. from Men by Law the convenient Privilege of being 
of both des, of Traverſing from one another as they 
fee it moſt for their Profit, of Inverting pretended Zeal to downright 
Hypocriſy, of playing Faft and Looſe ;, and being againſt us in Prin- 
ciple, and with us for Ad vantage, is, or at leaſt looks like, a ſort 

O Perſecution, | 

As for the Reaſons laid down for ſuch pretended Prevarica- 
© tions, theſe are only Dr. D— mts, which does not Affect the 
© Perſon Pointed at. But Dr. D t was prefer d by this 
4 Gentleman, and conſequently mult be of this Gentleman's 
© Temper | warrant him. Did the Dr. lay down theſe Manim's 
* for his L-—— p's Words or his own. That the Times 
© will not bear other Meaſures, that the Enemies of the Church are 
© very Numerous and Powerful, and muſt not be provoR'd at this 
© Juiltture, that the Q n muſt have the Hearts of all Her Per 
© ple, &c. If for his own, we are to leave them with him as the 
© Perſon only reſponſible for them,notCharge em upon aGentle- 
© man who did the Worſt thing as ever I heard of him, in pre- 
© ferring a Man that was Maſter of ſuch Lukewarm Principles, 
© and Inconſiſtent with his Practices and Writings when on the 
© other fide of Preferment. But Twelve Hundred Pounds per 
E Anmum is a pretty Convenient Poſt, and has equip'd Him {o, 

© that he has no need of waſting the Acidity that belong'd to his 
© Temper for want of Wine Vinegar, 


To all theſe Trimming, Excuſes, or Shifts rather, 'tis eaſie to 
give ſuch ſhort Anſwers, as the intended Limits of this Paper 
Wilt allow. | | | 
| 1/t, To the Inexpediency of the Time, it may 
This no in- be Anſwer'd, That in all dangerous Diftempers of 
proper time the State, as in Acute Dilefes of the Bo 5 the 

| earlieſt Applications, it in their own Nature fim- 

ly Proper, are the Beſt; and he that defers the Remedy under 
A of waiting for a Criſis, Betrays the Patient to the 
Danger of bein loſt thro' the Malignity of the Diſtemper. The 
laſt War was Tudg'd by Many an Inconvenient and Hazardous 
Time to Rectify our Coin in; yet the Event has ſhewn, that the 
certain Miſchiefsof the Delay wou'd have been muchGreater,than 
the Hazards from the Immediate Remedy of Re-coining,notwith- 
ſanding the Loſs amounted to ſeveral Millions more than the 
Neareſt Gueſſes calculated it at: For all Growing Maladies are 
render'd more Dangerous and Difficult of Cure by Delay. The 
Objections to Remedying the Evils of our Coin then were very 
| | Plauſible, 
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Plaufible, The Nation was Deeply in Debt, and the Expences of 
the War were very Great; to which, adding the Inſatiable Rapa- 
ciouſneſs of ſome then in Power, and the General Corruption of 
the Managers of our Revenue (As Chargeable perhaps to the 
Nation as the War ) which Aw'd 'em from Controling the Abu- 
ſes of others, for Fear of having their own Hſpected; it ſeem'd 
juſtly to be Fear'd that ſuch a Diminution in Tale of the Species 
of Money, wou'd ſcarce leave us enough to Serve our Home-Ne- 
cefities, much leſs our Foreign Trade, and thoſe of the War A- 
broad; But the Experiment ſhew'd us Capable of Bearing Srron- 
ger Remedies, than we Suſpected, as tis probable we ſtill 
are. 

© Diſtempers in the State, and in the Body, are diffrent * 
© Beſides tho' a Patient may be loft while the Phyſician ſtays 
© till the Diſtemper come to a Criſis, yet more have been ſent 
* into another World by an Over haſtineſs in applying Medica- 
© ments. The State of our Coyn and that of our Religion, have 
© no Agreement or Likeneſs with another; for the Current 
* Species was ſo very much Adulterated in thoſe Times, ſuch a 
© Confuſhon in Trade aroſe from it, and ſuch Animoſities got Head 
© among the Subjects through the Diminution of one Peice of 
© Money, and the Baſeneſs of the other; that we were Driven 
© tothe laſt Extremity, and forc'd to make uſe of the Dernier 
© Reſort of Immedicabile Vulnus Enſe Reſcidendum eft ne Pars 
© ſincera trahatur, which happily ſucceeded contrary to expecta- 
tion, and ſtop'd the Mutinſes of the Diſcontented. But Heav'ns 
© be prais'd, Things are not come to that deſperate Condition, 
yet in Religious Matters, and not only the Health of the 
Qn, but Her Diſpoſition to ſecure the Church of England 
© to Poſterity, promiſe the Church all Manner of Satisfaction, as 
© to the caſe of a further eſtabliſhment, tho' I could have with'd 
what we have Reaſon to expect, it had been effected when laſt. 
© under the Conlideration of both Houſes of Parliament. 


But what had we to fear from the Rgmedy pro- 

pos'd by the Honourable H ſe of Co — ns for Sulkeneſs of 
our Factions? The Diſ——rs Wou'd have been Diſ- the Diſ-— 
oblig'd ; which for once we Will ſuppoſe, but can't :, not 
grant: What is it the Pablick wants from em? dangerous. 
The Aſſiſtance of their Hands and their Purſes, DE 
The firſt of theſe we have not: For our Fleets are Mann'd and 
our Armies formed of ſuch as can Conform to the Service of the 
Th—— ch; and it All were turn d out of em, who wou'd not, 
we ſhould not miſs a 6th Rate's Crew, or a Single Company out 
of Both; and the latter being Imposd by the Legiſiative 
Authority, they cou'd not refuſe; unleſs they would Rebel, 
Which their Advocates deny. But they are Rich, and might Ros 
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fuſe to Lend their Money to the Government upon Parliamentary 
Security, This is a weak Shift : For while the Government gives 

ood Intereft and makes due Payments, they are not ſo Sullen, or 
Blind to their own Advantage, as not to take its Money, eſpeci- 
ally while the Returns of Trade are fo Hazardous and Uncertain. 
What then is the great Inconvenience that Awes and Warps our 


Great M rs thus? Why, ſays a Learned Author, Her 
1 M would not have the Hearts of all her Sub- 
' The Ch----ch jects. We could wiſh his Politicks cou'd furniſh an 
no to be too Expedient, by which ſhe might have em All. 
far provoked, But if the Di. t us will be Diſoblig d, if the 

are not put in Place and Authority; and the Ch--c 
of E— -— will be Diſoblig if they are; whence may the 
reuteſt Inconvenience ariſe? Perhaps our Wiſe Men think them- 
elves Secure in the Faſſive Principles of the Ch ch againſt any 
Reſentments on that Side, and therefore bend all their Applica- 
tion to gain t other, whoſe Temper and Principles are more Mu- 
tinous. If this be their true Motive, they may be ſimple, well - 
meaning Men, but muſt be wretched Politicians. The Princi- 
ples of the Ch——ch of E—— will diſpoſe Men to bear a great 
deal ; but he's a Madman that tries how much. For when Men 
are very much provok'd, Nature is very apt to Rebel againſt 
Principle, and then the Odds are vaſt on Nature's fide. Whether 
the Provocations given to the Ch ch, of E-—may not, if 
continued, be ſtrong enough to rouſe Nature, ſome of our Stateſ- 
men would do well to Conſider in time. For tho' the Ch——ch 
is not to be wrought up to Rebellion, yet they may be ſo A- 
larm'd as to Secure themſelves at the Peril of thoſe M=——-rs 
who give them the Alarm. Nor is it 40 be expected, that they 
ſhould long bear to be thus us'd, and ſee a Party, that they 
know ſeek their Ruine, Courted at their Expence. But the 
T-— is wiſe, let him therefore look to that; and Maturely 
weigh who are to be Provok'd at this Juncture. 
© That the Diſſenters have a very great Reſpect for their own 
© Intereſt, and would lend the G ment Money, without 
© any other Conſideration than the Great Intereſt given by the 
Try is uncontrovertible, and I muſt agree with him, that 
* Her M has more of their Pounds than their Hearts, 
© for She came of a Family which they have no manner of Aﬀe- 
c tion for. And I muſt alſo allow that the Doctrines of the 
© Church of England don't Teach its Followers to Rebel, but yet 
that they are not ſo ſtrict upon them with the Laws of Obedi- 
© ence, as not to ſuffer them to call ſubordinate M ters to an 
4 Account, eſpecially ſuch as are Guilty of ſuch Important 
* Mi as ſeem to be complain'd of in this Memorial. As 
F for the 7 the Author miſtakes his Character to all 


& Intents and Purpoſes for if he be not a True Churchman, _ 
| r 
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„ the A- B — of C— Himſelf is a Diſſenter, which is an” 
0 A tien ne Man Breathing dare to charge his G— with. 
Bit all Parties, they ſay, muit be Encourag de 
Wifhout Deſtinction. Why ſo ? Are Friends or Al Parties .. | 
Enemies, Affectionate or Diſaffected, Truſty or 7:27 equally fo 
Treacherous , Equally and Indifferently to be be encourag/de, 
Eſteem'd? Have theFa—-—-n —-t —- cks at any, 1 
time been ſuch hearty Friends to the C n and Ch-— ch, 
as now to be Rea ſonably truſted with the Guardianſhip of em? 
Bat to fling the Ch. ch as far out of the Queſt ion, as ſome 
M s have out of their Regards; Are there no Reli- | 
ques of the Old Republican Leaven f The Scripture tells vs that: = 
a very Little will ſerve to put the Whole Adaſs into a Ferment: 
Is it Demonſtrable, that they who Aﬀect a Parity, a Republican 
ſodel in the Hierarchy, would not like the ſame Scheme of Ci 
Government? Are we very fare, that they who I Treated and 
Beſpatter d the Pr — fs, and hoped, that She never ſhould | 
Reign, are grown fincerely Fond of the Q n, and heartily | 
Glad, that She does Reign? Are not ſuch ſudden and ſimple | 
Converſions of the Will, fomewhat Suſpicious? And may we not 
without Oppreſlion or Perſecation be Fearful of committing 
Power to Suſpected Hands? But to puſh our Inquiries no farther 
at this time, when theſe Queſtions are fairly and fully Anſwered 
We ſhall know more Reaſons than one, Why ſome Perſons Voted. 
for a certain Bill, at the ſame time that they Sollicired and made 
others Vote againſt it. 
< I preſume, the intent of that Advice (if there was any ſuch - 
gien) was that the Loyal.Subjeas of all Periuaſions thould | 
© be encourag d without Diſtinction, tho' the Doctor for his Part 
© js for Univerſal Admiſſion, | could with with the {ame ſincerity 
© as the Lame and the Blind were in the Scripture, and is, for 
© taking all as they come into H + M -—'s Favoar whether 
© Toyal or Dilloyal ; So that thoſe Who reflected upon. Il 
© M—— when Pr -—, made it among the moſt earneit of their 
© Wiſhes, that She ſhonld never come to the r — n, and ſolli- 
© cited all Per ſons that could obſtruct fo happy a R ion to in- 
© terpoſe their Maligs Intereſts to prevent ut, are to ſhare with - 
© H— heſt Friends, in the Bounties of H -- -- Ad—nift — on- 
A piece of Policy that Her R iu Predeceſſors has ſuffer'd for, 
© and ought not to be Preacht up at a Time of the Day when - 
© more Noble ExpeRations are in view. 3 f 
As for the Learned Dr's Perſecution Argument; Pobibitig 
if it be Perſecution to take away the Trade of Ho Occaſional » | 
2 and playing Faſt and Locſe with Rel Conformity to 
ion, We anſwer, that Ferſecurion then is, (as it bee ſecut is. - I 
Rabens ) the very Band and Cement of all Go- 1 
vetument, For if diverſe Per ſons were not almoſt , gaily Perſecnted 
at certain Places call'd Old 8 We lhould neither Sc; 
„ | | Wa i, 
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Walk, nor Ride in Safety; and the Gentlemen-Divers may as 
| juſtly complain of the Laws, that takes from em the Con- 
dvenient Privilege of putting their Hands into other Men's Poe- 
[ kets; for if taking away che Benefit of Hypocriſy be Perſecution, 
Hanging for Picking a Pocket is undoubtedly Xfarryrdom, ſurely - 
thoſe that Argue at this idle rate, have never confider'd the Na- 
| ture of Civil Truſt. It is not any Man's Birth-xight ( as ſome 
| Advocates for $p;r/tual Juggling have vainly pretended) but the 
[ Reſult of the Confidence the Goverrment has in our Merit and 
Fidelity; He, that Confers a Truſt, may do it upon what Terms 
| he pleaſes; Becauſe tis a Matter of Grace, not of Right, and we 
| are at Liberty to Refaſe it if we do not like the Conditions. If 
therefore any Perſons have ſo Behaved themſelves, or Own ſuch 
Principles, that the Government can't without danger Confidg.ti 
em, the Legillative Power is bound in Duty to the Heſent as well 
| as Furure ti me, to: diſable em from doing M.ſehief, by excluding 
em from Power. Nor can the Perſons. fo excluded with more 
Jaitice Complain of the Government, than of a Man that refu- 
les to lend em Money without Security. But, if the Borrower 
has been before Wotorious for Frauds or Colluſi ve Failures, tis Im- 
adence in him to preſs the Loan, -and would be Stupidity and 
| Madneſs in any one to Truſt him without Sufficient Security: 
Yet this is the Caſe between the Pi : us, and the ch ch 
and „t of E— 4, That the P:ifſ—t—rs have always Abu- 
' fed the Truſt and Power they have been admitted to, is evident 
from the Experience we had of em in the times of King Charles 
the Firſt, and King James the Second. lu the firſt Inſtauce they 
actually procur'd the Subverfion of Ch — ch and S —te againſt 
the Kin, gin the latter they voluntarily offer'd to Sacrifice the 
Laws and Immunities of em to him. Fi both theſe Caſes they 
cetended Conſcience; and the Ch-——ch and G —— nt of 
= taveRealon to uſe all poſſible 'recaucion againſt admit- 
ting ſach Perſons into Truit, as can plead Conſcience for the 
Breach of it. | = 
© If the Diſſenters have never had any Truſt repos'd in them, 
© but what they have abus d, it does not follow from thence but _ 
© they may be Men of Hidelity at laſt ; for a Sinner may run on 
© toa long length of Wickedneſs, and yet end the Stage of Life 
© with ſuch an Eminent Example, as may rather Invite than 
© Peter People from the Practice of it; And tho' they have 
© abus'd the Truſt and Power they have been admitted to, in the 
Times of King Charles the 1ſt, and King James the 24, (L might * 
© ſay all the Engl: Monarchs ſince Hypocriſy has been in Being . 
© and Puritaniim has chang'd its Name into ſo many differen 
| © Acceptations) tho' they would have ſacrificd the L---s-and all 
| © our Im —ties to a certam P—e's Will under the Notion of 
| © bemp Conſcientious, what has been, may not be, and the moſt . 
Prop hetical Gentleman in the Nation, not on . 5 _ . 


8 ("19 ) 
NOLO GM Himfelf can pretend to make out the contrary. 
The Bill again Occaſional Conformity, exclud ing 
none but Obſtinate Bi. s from Offices of Bill againſt it 
| Trufl and Profit, Was a Security high Reaſonable - why reaſona- 
and Neceſſary at this time. For as the Practices, # and nece/- 
ſo the preſent Principle of that Sort of Men give Ju at 76:3 
us too juſt Grounds to be Jealous of their Inrenti- Tine. 
ons towards us. The Epiſcopal Ch ch of E— 4, ; 
as by Law Eſtabliſh'd, is a Great Neceſſary Branch of our Con- 
ſtitution, and we are in Duty bound to Preſerve it, which it will 
be very Hard to do without ſome more Explicite Luv, than any 
5 y= in Force to prevent the [nvaſions of Sectarians, and their A- 
ettors upon it. For beſides the Scandalous Equivocation of Occa- 
Jional Conformity, by another Feſwrical Shift, they now openly 
Stile Themſelves the Ch— ch of E--—d by Law Eff. abl hd; 
and fo pretend not only -to Evade the Force of all that is ar 
-ſhall be EnaRed in Favour of the Ch ch under that Stile, 
but lay Claim to, and perhaps in time may Arrogate Solely to 
themſelves the Privilege, and fix upon the Ch ch the Penalties 
of thoſe Diſcriminating Acts. This Fear is render'd the more 


Reaſonable by our Obſervation, that the Socinians, | 
and all other Latudinarians in Religien Who are Socinians 
known not to Act upon any Principle of Conſcience, and Latudi- 
do Notorioully and Avowedly Abett, and Support narians Ene- 
'em in all their Practices and Prerenfions againſt the mies to the 
.C ——, and that thro' their Contrivance, and Ch. & 
Aſliſtance they are become more Formidable, than #75 Bill. 
from any Strength in themſelves. | Not that the ; 
Socinians or Latitudinarians have in Reality more Kindneſs for 
the Diſſenters than for the Church + but becauſe they hope, that 
if with their Help they could pull down the Church, they ihould 
be able 7 to deſtroy them thro' their n Diviſions, ar d 
Triumph ſeverally over em all. For whatever Figure the who's 
Maſs of Diſ—t — xs, taken Indiſcrimmately together, and 
in the Aggregate may make, yet ſeparated and ranged apart, un- 
der their proper diſtinct Claſſes, they wou'd appear Contemptible 


either for Number or Cuality, compared with the Ch- ch of E 


d. And how mueh Harmony ſoever may by ſom? be fancied to 
be among the ſeveral Sorts of em, they will ſcace be found to be 
united in any thing, but their Envy, and froward Oppoſition to the 
Eſtabliſhed Cy -c; fo that could the Deifts, Sociniaus and Latis 
tudinarians, with their Help pull down the C ch, it would be no 
Hard Task to manage them into the Deſtruction of one anothe<. 

The Bill excludes none but Obſtinate Diſſenters, but the Ao 
© deration-mongers are pinch'd by it; or tho' the Epiſcopal 
© Church of Englami, as a Great and Neceſſary part of our con- 
ſtitution, and none but ſuch as are in itsCommunion are to be ad- 
* nutted into any Places of Truſt, yet this Occaſional Conformity 


C 2 * has 


- 


_— TT] _ 
g has ſo play d its part of late, as not only to get into the — 
Chair, Ride the 8 — ff's Capariſor'd Horſe, and talk like 4 
Serjeunt at Lam on a Bench of Juſtice. To add to all, theſe 
very Diſſenters cloſe in with the Socinians and Latitudinarians, 
Jax as the vileſt of Sinners do with the Church of Reme for "a 
longer Time to repent, that is to make more work for Repentante 
in. Not that He ſays, they are their Friends, but'as any Min 
muy explain it for him, they'd ſoon have recourſe to Fance 
and Spar, call in the Nope and the Great Turk, rather than 
- own ſemſelves oblig'd'to a Church that would reſcue them 
; from the Jaws of Deſtroction, and Extends Her Arms to re- 
© exive ſagh as come with a Lowly and Upright Heart into Her 

Sacred Communion. | 55 2 3 
The Diſ- t--rs themſelves ( thoſe eſpecially who 
No friends to àre Maſters of a Moderate Degree of Diſcernment) 
the Di/--z-rs, are not io filly as to imagine, that thoſe Perſons, 
vet embraced Who have of late put t hemſelves at the Head of their 
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by em. Quarrel, do it out of any Conſcientious Liking of 


their Dofrines and manner of Worſhip, or that they 


whom Wantonneſs, O nbelief, or Faction, have rendred Impatient 


of the Diſcipline of the Ch —ch of E —4, and who Condemn 
a Potity ſo Candid and Eaſy to the Laity, as meer Prieftcraft, can 
ever be brought to ſubmit to the Sowre-Rnles, and Saucy-En- 
croachments of Edinburg and Geneva. They know very well, 
that to be free from all 3 and Moral Reſtraint is the ſole 
Aim of ſome, by the Subverſion of the Ch-— ch; to make way 
for the Civil Conftitution, is that of others; while to make a Norſe 

and a Buſtle, and render Themſelves Conſiderable by Faction, is 
the Defizn of moſt; and that by Ballancing of Parties to Curb one 
with to'ther, andCheat and Domineer over 'em all, is the Drift 


of the M---rs: yet fince thro' their ruine of the C---ch lies the 


Common Road to all their Ends; even the D — Ys hand is wel- 
com to help to pull it down. The Godly may court and embrace 
the Aſliſtance and Patronage of the Wicked towards ſo Pious a 
Work; and let the Cenſorius World 'fay what it will, in Spite of 
S-d=—my, A d-. =, K, or P, —- f ——nefs, $S——nd--4 
ſhall be à Saint; and $S——-75, Wh — , and H——x Prophets, 
Martyrs, and Apoſtles. | | 

© ]t makes not whether the Diſſenters know whether theGen- 
© tlemen, that have taken them into their Protection, do ſtand 
© by the Cauſe they have eſpous'd out of a Principle of Honour, 
© Religion, or Loyalty, or have Chriſten'd themſelves the Heads 
© of the Party upon any other Motive. That they are fo, is 
enough to Embroil A—rs, which is their Chief Felicity, for 
<. they are Fiſh that love to dwell in Troubled Water, and a 
Storm and Tempeſt is more Profitable to the Men of Deal than 
a Calm · As for Particularizing Crimes, ſuch as this ay 
H f | ends 


K 6 


* 
4 
- 


R K XK a RAR „ 


(21) 
© ends in, all Men of Temper ſhould avoid it, for let him caſt 
© the Stone firſt that is Innocent, and God knows we ſhall not de 
© to ſesk for Criminals of this Nature among the Pretenders to 
Sanctity in both Commun ions. 


” , Fl 
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But tho? many of the D-— ters may like 
very well the Deſign of pulling down, not only 75 pitt down 
the Ch———ch, but the & -— re thog:.yereven tbe C- hb 
theſe (if they have o pretend to have avy Inte- 01 the Inte- 
reſt in any fort of Relig n) would do willy to . reff of e. 
Examine what they (hou'd be the Retter for Suc- Diſe--te rs in 
ceſs a-ainſt the Ch — ch, and what: Religion, Ceneral. 
or whether any would be Uppermoſt y'if'thele. 
pretended Champions of hrs ſhould prevail and pat us into all 
the Confafton they Aim at; They may 'wlure themſelves, that 
theſe Gentlemen do not think Dominion Tound=d in Grace, and 
would very hardly be broaght under Spiritual Direction. And 
tho' for Faſhion-iake ſome Religion or other ſhould be thought 
Neceſſary, it would be to cover foul Practices, prevent Unrepa- 


table Diſcoveries. But at the Beit, bat one of all our Numerous 


Sects could obtain to be the National Church, and whether: that 
One would Tolerate the Reſt,; as, the Ch——cl of: E- 


now does them All, is a Doubt, that would puzzle the Wiſeft ef 


them to reſolve. However it is plain that bat one could be 


Gainer, and it is pretty Apparent as well from paſt Experience, 
as from the Nature of the thing, that when Men's Spirits are 


Heated with the fierce Contention and Struggſe, ( which muft 
neceſſarily ariſe before ſuch a Change can be wrought ) and puP* t 
up with the Pride of Saccels, they are apt to grow more Aſſum- 
ing, and to be leis Indulgent to the Humours and Opinions of 
Others, than thoſe whom long Quiet and little Oppolition, have 
ſuffered to ſettle into more Security and better Temper. Beſides, 
as no Sect or Sort of Chriftians whativever can Boaſt of fo Exten- 
five a Marity, and fo good Natured a D:/c:pline, it cannot be the 
Intereſt of any Sect to Change her Government for any other. 

© That Dominion is founded in Grace is held among the Prede- 
ſtinarians for a Receiv'd Truth, but that the Beſt Men muſt 
always be uppermoſt, we never heard in the Moſt Anarchical 
and Confus'd Governments: So that we mult agree with the 
Ar, That they will not be brought under a Spirirual Dire- 
tion. However to prevent Heats and Anirmoſities, it may not 
be diſtant from our Parpole, to give the beſt Conſtruction of 


© their Intentions as can be given, and fo manage our ſelves in 


* Relation to theſe Miſled Creatures (for io they have had the 
© Misfortune to be ftil'd from the T-— e) as to ſhew that the 
© Church of England's Charity, is as truly Extenſive as it is Re- 
* preſented to be. I eb + | Mb 


| Yet» 


has fo play'd its part of late, as not only to get into the 0 
: Chair, Ride the S ff's Capariſer'd Hole” ah talk * an 
Serjeunt at Law on a Bench of Jiſtice. To add to all, theſe 
very Diflenters cloſe in with the Socinians and Laritudinarians, 
jt as the vileſt of Sinners do with the Church of Rome for à 
longer Time to repent, that is to make more work for Repent ante 
in. Not that He ſays, they are their Friends, but as any Min 
may explain it for him, they'd ſoon have recourſe to France 
and Shin, call in the Pope and the Great Turk, rather than 
own tyemſelves oblig'd to a Church that would reſcue them 
from the Jaws of Deſtroction, and Extends Her Arms to re- 
ceive ſngh as come with a Lowly and Upright Heart into Her 
Sacred Communion. SOT ODE DT 725 50% 90 
| The Diſ- t--rs themſelves ( thoſe eſpecially who 
No friends to ar2 Maſters of a Moderate Degree of Diſcernment ) 
zheDi/--t-rs, are not io filly as to imagine, that thoſe Perfons, 
yet embraced Who have of late put t hemſelves at the Head of their 
by *em. Quarrel, do it out of any Conſcientious Liking of 
1 8 their Doctrine and manner of Morſpip, or that they 
whom Wantonnefs, Þ nbelief, or Faction, have rendred Impatient 
of the Diſcipline of the Ch ——ch of E —4, and who Condemn 
a Polity ſo Eandid and Eaſy to the Laiiy, as meer Prieficraft, can 
ever he brought to ſubmit to the Sowte-Rnles, and Saucy-En- 
croachments of Edinburg and Geneva. They know very well, 
that to be free from all . and Moral Reſtraint is the ſole 
Aim of ſore, by the Subverſion of the Ch ch; to make way 
for the Civil Conftitution, is that of others ; while to make a Noiſe 
and u Buſtle, and render Themſelves Conſiderable by Faction, is 
the Deſign of moſt; and that by Ballancing of Parties to Curb one 
with to'ther, andCheat and Domineer over em all, is the Drift 
of the M---rs: yet ſince thro their ruine of the C---ch lies the 
Common Road to all their Ends; even the D — T's hand is wel- 
com to help to pull it down. The Godly may court and embrace 
the Aſliſtance and Patronage of the Wicked towards ſo Pious a 
Work; and let the Cenſorius World ſay what it will, in Spite of 
S-d—my, A d—l-ry, P x, or Ur —- f ——nefs, S——nd--q 
ſhall be à Saint; and 5 —-rs, Wh — , and H——x Prophets, 
Martyrs, and Apoſtles. Ee; es 
et makes not whether the Diſſenters know whether theGen- 
© tlemen, that have taken them into their Protection, do ſtand 
© by the Cauſe they have eſpous'd out of a Principle of Honour, 
© Religion, or Loyalty, or have Chriſten'd themſelves the Heads 
© of the Party upon any other Motive. That they are fo, is 
enough to Embroil A xs, which is their Chief Felicity, for 
< they are Fiſh that love to dwell in Troubled Water, and a 
c Storm and Tempeſt is more Profitable to the Men of Deal than 
© aCaln. As for Particularizing Crimes, ſuch as this 3 
. . bh * ends 


* 


R K +a @£A 


- 
4 
- 


(21 ) 
© ends in, all Men of Temper ſhould avoid it, for let him caſt 
© the Stone firſt that is Innocent, and God knows weſhall not be 
© to ſeak for Criminals of this Nature among the Pretenders to 
© Sanity in both Communions ft 
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But tho many of the D i ters may like nt 


very well the Deſign of pulling down, not omy Ty pi down 
the Ch———ch, but the S — te tog vetesen te Ch c h 
theſe ( if they have o- pretend to hade any Inte- n the Inte- 
reſt in any fort of Relig n) would do willy to reff of hẽe. 
Examine what they (hou!d be the Better for Suc- Diſc-te r in 
ceſs à ainſt the Ch — ch, and whats Religion, Ceneral. 
or whether any would be Uppermoſt ; if theſe 
pretended Champions of *heirs ſhould prevail and put us into all 
the Confaſion they Aim at; They may uſſure themſelves, that 
theſe Gentlemen do not think Dominioh unded in Grace, and 
would very hardly be broight under Spiritual Direction. And 
tho' for Faſhion-iake ſome Religion or other ſhould be thought 
Neceſſary, it would be to cover foul Practices, prevent Unrepa- 
table Diſcoveries. But at the Beit, but one of all our Numerous 
Sects could obtain to be the National Church, and whather that 
One would Tolerate the Reſt; as, the Ch——c of EA 


now does them All, is a Doubt, that would puzzle the Wiſeft ef 
them to reſolve. However it is plain that bat one could bea 
Gainer, and it is pretty Apparent as well from paſt Experience, 
as from the Nature of the thing, that when Men's Spirits are 


Heated with the fierce Contention and Struggle, ( which muft 
neceſſarily ariſe before ſuch a Change can be wrought ) and puP* t 
up With the Pride of Saccels, they are apt to grow more Aſſum- 
ing, and to be leis Indilsent_ to the Humours and Opinions of 
Others, than thoſe who! long Quiet and little Oppoſition, have 
ſucfered to ſettle into more Security and better Temper. Beſides, 
as no Sect or Sort of Chr:ftians Whatioever can Boaſt of fo Exten- 
five a Co2rity, and fo good Natured a D:/c:pline, it cannot be the 
Intereſt of any Sect to Change her Government for any other. 

© That Dominion is founded in Grace is held among, the Prede- 


© ſtinarians for a Receiv'd Truth, but that the Bett Men muſt 
© always be uppermoſt, we never heard in the Moſt Anarchical 


© and Confus'd Governments: So that we muſt agree with the 
Ar, That they will not be brought under a Spivitual Dire- 
© et:on. However to prevent Heats and Animoſities, it may not 
* be diſtant from our Parpole, to give the beſt Conſtruction of 
© their Intentions as can be given, and ſo manage our ſelves in 


<* Relation to theſe Med Creatures (for io they have had the 


© Misfortune to be ftil'd from the T-— e) as to ſhew that the 
Church of England's Charity, is as truly Extenſive as it is Re- 
< preſented to be. 0 | + ts 
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31 pF of Vet, tho' it be not the Intereſt of the Di 
* Ter ii is their t——+ys in General to Pull down the Cþ— ch, 
Deu. ſimce it is Manifeſtly their Deſign, it behoves All, 
| that are Of and For the Ch — ch, to watch their 
Motions fiarrowly. And perhaps the wiſeſt Step the Friends of 
the Ch—— ch could take towards Her Secyrity, would-be to 
Diſt inguiſh Nicely between Thoſe that are Of the ch ch only, 
and Thoſe that are both Of and For the Ch - ch. For we have 
lived to that Unhappy Time, in which Mer dare not only Pre-, 
tend to be of the ch ch, but (to the Shame of our Clergy be 
it ſaid ) dare receive their Bread from It; nay and creep into 
Its Higheſt Dignities, and yet Oppo Its Security; and Sacri- 
fice all Its Intereſts to their own «Farther expetftaricns,and the In- 
trigues of Crafty Men ſers; and ſo far as the Corruption ſpread, 
that Lawn Sleeves are become no ſure Sign of a Church Man. 
All Men do not always perſue their own Intereſt, which is 
* manifeſt from the Habitual Security that has crept in among 
© the Church Party, therefore tho' we have no reaſon to blame 


_ £ the Diſſenters for making any open Attempts ae I muſt 


© own it behoves us to be upon the Watch leſt they may. A 
* Faithul Sentinel keeps to the Duties of his Poſt, tho' the fitua- 
© tion of Affairs may provide him with Arguments for being ſe- 


L care and careleſs as to the Deſigns of an Enemy; but what has 


© been may be, as well as may not be, and many Out-Guards have 
© been furpriz'd before they could ve the Signal, which is an 
Argument for our Precaution. Not that I can be induc'd to 
fuppoſe that it's poſſible for any Muzlin Elder to creep into the 


Hie — chy, but GIBEONITES have been in all Ages, 


and we are not come ſo near to the Church of Rome, how ma- 
-© liciouſly ſoever our Enemies Aſperſe us, as to Gift them with 
< Infallibllity. +7 . 

251 Abundance of Knaviſh Pains have been taken to 
Diviſſon of Divide the Ch ch into High and Lom; and ſome 


zbeCh--chmen even of the Eccleſiufticks have been fo Fooliſh, as to 


into High go into that Dangerous Diſtintion, Contriv'd bj 
and Lo their Enemies, on Purpoſe to Divide and Set em to- 
grounileſs gether by the Ears. If the Strict Obſervation of 
and finaviſh, the Rubrick and Canons Denominates a Man a 
| High-Ch=:ch-Men, every Presbyter of the Ch—ch 
of E d, is, or ought to be a High-Ch—ch— Man, For 
no private Min——r, or fingle Prelate of the Ch — ch, nay, 
no Number of em how Great ſoever, can or ought, unleis, 
according to the Legal Stated Form and Manner of Doing ſuch 
things voDiſpenſe with or alter theRules and Orders of theCh-ch, 
Which they have upon the Sacrament Sworn, and Promiled under 
their Hand to Obey: But if there be any fo Hardy and Conceited 
of their own Gifts, Lights and Prudence, as to Diipenſe with what 


The Ch--ch has Enjoyn'd in the Performance of their Office, as 


Priefts 
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Priefts or Biſhops, their Preſumption therein is ſo far from being 
Commendable, as the Reſult of Moderation, that it Involves em 
in the Guilt of Contumacy, Schiſm, and Wilfull Habitual P —- 
j---ry, Crimes of fo black a Dye, that We hope none of the Cl 
gy are Chargeable with 'em. The Divifion therefore of our Ch— 
( eſpecially our Cl —gy) into High and Low, is Impertinent 
aud Groundleſs ; of if not, it Brands the Low Ch — ch-Man 
with a Character fo Infamous, that ſure no Presbyter or Deacon, 
of the Ch —-ch would render Synonimous to what they call a 
High-Church-Min ) it is caſt upon them by thoſe only, who would 
be contented to male as well as call them Papiſts, that the Ruine 
of the Ch — ch can be ſo abandoned to Shame as to own. As 
for the Reproach of being a Che- ch- Pap t: a Term which the 
Enemies of theCh-ch ofE--4,theGreat Bulwark as well againſt Pe- 
per EFgtiaticiſm, might be the conſequence of it; and cf this 
we had the dangerous een in a late Reign, when the Ch-ch 
of En - alone Defended the Proteſtant Religion againſt Popery; 
while thoſe, that now pretend to Merit by Saucy Bawling, oyn- 
ed with the Pap/ft5to ſet it up, in Oppoſit ion to the Ch — ch and 
the Laws à of which their Numerous Addreſſes of that Time 
remain a laſting Record under their Hands to all Poſterity. We 
may therefore ſafely conclude in the Words of a certain Prelate 
with a {mall Addition, 7hat we know uo High-Church-Man bar 
the Pope, nor no Low-Church Man but the Fanaticks 
and. their Abettors. But if any Trae Sons of the Low Ch---men 
Ch—<ch ſhall under the Notion of Moderation, dangerous to 
ſuffer themſelve to be miſled into that dangerous “e Ch — 
Diſtinction, and joyn the Enemies of the Ch — ch e 
under the Diſguiſe of Low-Ch--ch Mien, the time may ſoon come, 
when they may be convinced of their fatal Error, and become as 
High Ch — ch Men, as the higheſt in E a, when it may be 
too late; and among theſe we fear to ſee ſome Reverend Per- 
| ſons of a certain B — that ſhall here be Nameleis. For when 
by our Stupid, over-weening Security, Indulgence and Eaſineſs 
all have given our watchful induſtrious Enemies the fame Ad- 
vantages againſt Us, which they have obtained againſt our Siſter 
Ch——ch of Sc - = d, it may be too late to fly to the 
Th — in our Diſtreſs; the M-— rs may be Cowardly or 
Treackerous; or heartily in the Intrigue againſt us; and the 
C— it ſelf may be Timerous, ill Adviſed, unwilling, or una- 
ble ta Relieve us, What has been may be, it has Bo once 
our Caſe, is now the Caſe of our Brethren in Sc 4, and 
may be ours again, if we do not take care to keep it out of the 
Power of theſe Moderate Low Ch—- cb Men, cither throWeak- 
neſs to give us up, or thro' Covetouſnefs and Ambition to ſell us to 
thoſe, Whom we have found at all times diſpos d to purc hñaie our 
Ruin at any Rate, and perhaps never more than at this Ju ncture. 
* The Diviſion of the Church into the Invidious Diſtu ct ions t 
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High and Law is Knaviſly to the laſt Degree, and the ſole Act 


P 


© ard Deed of the,Diſſ:nters to difanite, which they. muſt be 
* fooliſh: Ecclefi iſticłs indeed that can ot perceive. A ſtrict Obſer - 


Name of a High Clurchman, tho' they“ tell us, they mzan no 
© fach. Thing, and, that it's the 7 antin'y- Ven, thoſe that profeſs 
te the Doctrines of Paſſive Obedience, Cc. who fall under that 
© odjous and unpopular Denomination, However, let the Nanie 
© they aſper ſe the Eſtabliltltd Church with, be never © diſigrega- 


© more violent Paſſions than they pretend the Prof: Tors of True 
Moderation are bo eck With, it is the Duty of every Man to 
$ perſevers tothe laff, to live up to the Doctrines and Precepts of 
* Chriſt,and bis Di;cipſes,, upon which Foundation the Church of 
Eneland frands fix d a; upon a Rock. Tempeſts may daſh a- 
© ga! Fr Her, and Storms threaten Her, yet there is no room for 
« He pond | 


1 ency; An Union between Perſo sof the ſame Evangeli- 
| © cal Communion, will defeat all Her Enemies Meaſures, and make 
. the Projects of thoſe who, would purchaſe our Ruine fall ſhort 
| © of their Calculations. _ . ,, CO Ae” * 
| 77 But 'tis whif er d among us (as ſo great a Secret | 
Secret Defigns ought to be) That the L —-T —— does not in his 
| of the T. mt Heat care a Farthing for the F-—cks and Wh- gs; 
. z0 be truſted ( which we believe) That he is at the bottom a faſt 
|  tabytihe Friend to the Ch ch, and has Defigns very 
| Ch.. much ta tbe Benefit and Ad vantage of it, (Which we 
cCcTWCrave leave todoubt) if the Ch—— ch won d have 
Patience, and wait the proper time for the Execution of em: That the 
is really well and zealouſly principled and intention d toward the 
Ch —ch (which we firmly believe and are ſatisfy'd in) and 
wou d readily concur in any thing juſt and fgaſonable for its Service 
and Security. Admitting all thus to be True, that not only the CHs 
in her own Perſon Zealous for the Welfare of the Ch ch, of 
which ſhe is the Viſible Head; but that all and every individual 
M r, or Perſon in Credit about Her is ſollicitous and vigilant,, 
| for the ſame Good End, yet they are but Men, and conſequently 
| fallible in thzir Meaſures, which is the Point to which we ſhall at 
preſent ſpeak a few Words. 5 5 
© To aſperſe any Gentleman under the pretence of its being 
© VWhiſper'd about, is beneath the Demeanour of 4 True Son of the 
© Church, eſpecially ſo great a Name as is here Aim'd at. Our 
Enemies ſtand in need of thoſe little Subterfuges, and have re- 
© courſe to malicious Inſinuations, when they care not openly de- 
© clare themſelves. But we are not to follow em in this Example, 


— 


[ © The I- is an Aſſur'd Friend to the Ch—h, the Qn confides 
| © in Him for that Reaſon, and we have no manner of Grounds to 
© doubt the Conſequence of what He is daily in Conſultation for, 
< ſince it muſt tend in a large Sccaity tor the Church 9 4 
% | 8 TY Sa 4 t 


vation of the Rubrick;and,Canons is enough to get a Man the 


©: ble to Men of Heat and Mali gnancy, Men that are in fam with 


| (17) 

It is on all Hands agreed, that the Ch ch of 
E never had more reaſon to expect a per- Jing 1; Bi 

b N tying the Bill 

petual Eſtabliſhment, than under Her preſent Ma- 4 int ot 
jeſty. The late Kg was a Foreigner,educated out Ch. 
of the Pale of our Ch---ch,and 'tis probable the next 
may be ſo too. It can't be expetted that ſuch Ps, however Ge- 
nerous, Good and Gracious, ſhou'd come over with an extraordi- 
nary tenderneſs or regard for a Ch---ch, to the very Principles, 
Diſcipline and Conſtitution of which,they may probably be great 


Strangers. But it may o happen (as it already has) that thro' the 


_ Miſrepreſentations of Deſigning Men, ſuch Princes may be abu- 
ſed in the Character of the Ch---ch it ſelf, and much more of the 
Ch ch Men, for want of a ſufficient perſonal Knowledge of 
em, and fo be miſled to place their Confidence, and lodge the 
Truſt of the Government, where neither in Pru- 
dence,nor by the Intention of the Law they ought 
to reſt, Thus it came to paſs in the K——'time, 
that tho' the Dr--nt--rs had the Liberty of their 
Conſciences ſecur'd to 'em by an Act of Perpetual 
Toleration, Which was purely the Reſult of the Indulgence of the 
Ch--ch,to thoſe who wou'd not make an equal Return, where 
themſelves prevail'd againſt it; yet not ſo contented, they did by 
Libels and Scandalous Pamphlets openly, and by Clandeſtine In- 
ſinuations to the K, thro' the Means and M——ry of ſome 
Perſons, endeavour to create an Unjuſt Jealouſy of the Ch——ch, 
and to wreſt into their own Hands the Civil Power, for which 
the Law had made 'em incapable, and by a meer Jeſaitical E- 
quivocal Shift, Scandalous to Religion, and Deſtructive of all 
Faith and Moral Honeſty, attempted to evade the Force and In- 
tent of the Law, which was to diſtinguiſh and incapacitate for 
Truſt all thoſe, that were not true and Sincere Members of the 
Ch——chof E d, proſtituting thoſe Conſciences of which 
they pretended to be ſo Tender, and profaning the moſt Solemn 


not contented 
with Liberty of 
Conſcience, 


and Holy Myſteries of the Chriſtian Religion, to the-baſe ſini- 


iter Ends of eluding the Law. | 

We grant the late K--- was a Foreigner, and Educated out of 
the Pale of the C-—h, and that the next in Succeſſion may be 
ſo too. But the Firſt had and the Second has Engliſh Blood in 
* H---Veins (for J cannot ſuppoſe the P——js S-——a will ever 
Re here on Account of Her Great Age) which will check all 
manner of Diſſuffection to us as Strangers. Beſides the H----z---r 
Family are Lutherans,and we have no Reaſon to doubt the Con- 
*tinuance of our Church Ceremonies as by LawEſtubliſh'd under 


© H— G tt, ſince the Lutherans hold more: Add to albthis, 


that thes n is under ſuch and ſuchLimitations, and that He is 
Bound by Law to be of the Eſtabliſh'd Communion himſelf, and 
ball Officers of State under Him z which can be of no Diſadvan- 
© tage to the Church, = | 

| D How 


Danger of de- 


The Diſ--ut--rs- 


WW. 


18 9. * 
How far, and by whom theſe Practices were encourag'd, and 
what Diſtractions they cauſed on the Affairs of the Pablick, few 
Engliſhmen can be Ignorant, and has in part been already told, 
therefore ſhall not be repeated here. But the Obſervatian of the 
Miſchiefs theſe Practices had already been the Cauſe of in Ch--ch 
and St te, and thoſe yet greater to Both, which muſt be the neceſ- 
ſary Conſequences of the St—te's conniving at the continuance 
of em, made tne H ſe of Co ns, reſolve by a Law to 
take away the Temptation, and puniſh a Wilful Tranſgreſſion, 
ſo ſcandalous to Religion, and fo pernicious to all Civil Govern- 
ments. 

© The Preſent M —y is not to account for the Diſtractions 
© of the late Reign, and if a Bill could be brought in for the Dif- 
© continuance of ſuch People in Truſt that was Inſtrumental in 
© bringing about thoſe Diſtractions, the L---T--D- M--- and others 
© about Her Sacred M y's Perſon have made appear to the 
© World they would not be againſt it, ſince there is noOne but may 
f be informed, they were always ior paſling the Occaſional Con- 
< formity Bill. 


; This they could never hope for ſo favourable an 
No Reign ſo Opportunity of doing as in the Reign of a Q -n, 
al, For theBi „ Who lo well underſtands and loves our Conſtitution 
n Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, that as before, among our 
85 Princes (he has no Equal : So it is to be fear'd that 


Coon 4 7 - * 
\ 4 after Her may ariſe none like Her ; Ii therefore We 
ö can't in this Reign obtain a Security for the Ch ch of E——-4 


| againſt the Invaſions of the D rs, and get the Breaches made 

| in thoſe Laws, which were her only Political Fence repaired now, 

we have little reaſon to expett it in any other. For whatever Ob- 

jections or Oppolition ma be mace to it now, may probably be 

made then, when our P——e tor want of ſufficient Acquain- 

rance with our Ch ch and Us, ſhall perhaps not be ſo 

able to diſcern the Unreaionableneſ; and Fallacy of 'em, as 

the Q——n is. And it is not unlikely, but that, as they be- 

£1 gin already to call themſelves the Ch— ch of 

(vide ) Che. E— 4 by Law Eftabliſh'd, they may then make 

rater of a us the D—-rs, as one of their Impudent Libellers 

Tacker, has at thistime done. And 'tis highly reaſonable to 

believe, that when a Prince Educated in another 

Ch—ch ſhall come to the Helm, his Servants and Favourites, who 

will havethe Privilege of his Ear in a peculiar Manner, may take 

upon 'em the Patronage of the Diſ—r-rs, who will not fail to 

make Stronger Court to em, than the Ch—ch will think to be 

their due (as it happen'd in the late Reign) and ſo occaſion ſuch 
Promotions, as may be of fatal Conſequence to the Ch—ch. 

That there is no Reign ſo opportune as Her preſent Ma- 

to habe that Bill paſs into an Act, no one breathing can 

* deny Ber M——-s Education, Teal and Practice, are Argu- 
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(19) 
* ments for it, and if all the Gentlemen at Court would be true 


* Courtiers indeed, and confirm the ſaying of Regis ad Exem- 
© plum totus Componitur Orbis; We might hope for its taking Ef- 


© fetvery ſoon. As for the Perſon that calls the Bs the 
© F-—d C- b, and the C —-h-men the D in his 
Character of a Tacke” (which by the By is very ſtupid) the 
* Magiſtrate would jaſtifie his Conduct, in calling him to Ac- 
© count for it, neither would ſome Gentlemen concern'd in the 
Ad- —on of A—-—s, be thought Tardy, and leaning to- 


< wards the Di f——ng Party, would they give ont their 


© Orders to take the Author of the Diet of Poland into Cuſtody, 
© which is the moſt Virulent Pamphlet againſt the Church and 


© Her M-—-; beſt Friends, as ever was written, and tends to 


© the — of all ace 5 IE 

How ealily this may be, will appear plainly by ; 
collect ing the Votes 4 P 4 3 in Bebaviour of 
that Reign. For of Thirty Four P—rs Sp-—1 #* . 3 ” 
and T-—1 Created, and firſt Rais'd to the Order = Py 
of Nobility then, ſcarce above five either in that 8 
R. or this, ever gave a Vote for the Service or Intereſt of the 
Ch—ch, or Ci—l C——nſ—n in any Critical Queſtion that 
concern'd 'em. What a dangerous Majority ſuch Promotions may 
create ſomewhere, we find already to our Sorrow, and therefore 
in this Reign, in which only We can hope to do it, ſhou'd pro- 
vide againſt luch Miſchiets for the future. 
© As for the Creation of P rs Sp- land T— 1 
in the late Reign, it is in no wiſe Sy nonimous to the Promoti- 
ons in this, ſince none of either Claſs has been yet brought in- 


contrary Diſpoſition, (or ſhould have been, ſay they that are 
Strangers to the New Moderation), and for thoſe that are to 
come into thoſe Orders, no Man without the Spirit of Divina- 
tion, or abundance of Prejudice, can pretend to the fore- Know- 
of, whatSide they will be of. 
Whether our Mrs have in Reſerve any Sa- 
lutary Remedies for the Evils,which threaten both 
Ch—ch and St-te, from their paſt Conduct, We 
may with Juſtice queſtion. For while in the P----nt 
every Bill for the Intereſt of the Ch---ch is Rejected 
thro their Solicitation, and at Ort her Firmeſt Friends are 
turn'd out of Truſt and Favour, notwithſtanding their Eminent 
Zeal and Abilities to Serve Her M——y,inpported by Great Ser- 
vices paſt,for no other Reaſon than theirContrancy for the Ch--ch, 
We muſt be Infatuated if We bzlieve well of the Intentions, or 
truſt to any Profeſſions of M----rs that have Procur'd ſuch things 
to be done. 
© The Deſigns of M rs ma be iudg'd by their Conduct, 
* and likewiſe they may not, for thoſe are not Qualified to be 
| 2 D 2 5 © Stateſmen, 
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Deſigns of the 
M—rs to be 
judged by their 
Conduct. 
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to the H fe of L————ds, but what have been of a 
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e Stateſmen, that are without Di- -on, and a real Evil may 


© be kept off, under the Umbrage of what is falſe. Every Bill 
« for the Intereſt of the Church has not been rejected, Witneſs 


« Her M 's Grant of the Tenths to the Clergy, &c. | 
Miſchief of But tho' our M——rs He and She, were as Ho- 


their firſt falſe neſt as they ought to be, and as Wile as they pre- 
Steps. tend to be, or as Perſons that ſet up for Managing 
Factions had need to be (the Contrary of all which ts 
from their Management ſhrewdly to be Suſpected) yet 
all their future Honeſt aud Wile Service could not make 
the Q--n, Ch--ch, or M---chy of E----4, Reparation for the Miſ- 


chief which the Initial Falſe Steps of their M——try have done; 


not tho' they ſhould Reign as long as Methuſelah liv'd, and Go- 
vern as Wiſely and Uprightly for the time to come, as Numa or 
Lycurgus. Under Pretence of Moderation, and Healing our Brea- 

ges, and Calming our Animoſities,they have made them ten times 

der and more F lagrant, than ever.They have Spirited up a 
Faction, that was Down,and made thole Pretend to the Whole Pow- 
er of the Government, w ho, but for their Countenance and Support, 
would gladly have purchas'd Impunity with Incapacity ; They 
have difoblig'd the Braveſt and moſt Affectionate H---ſe of C --NS, 
that ever any Prince had, only to Render a Few in another Place 
Inſolent, who have Heat enough to Embroil Affairs, but not 
Weight enough to Turn, or Skill enough to Diſentangle 'em. In 
ſhort, they have Forfeited the Eſteem and Affection of the Whole 
Body of the Ch--ch-Men to make Themſelves Heads of a Prick- 
ear'd Faction, who refuſe to receive em as Such, and neither would 


if they could, nor could if they would Stand by them; and out of 


an idle Jealouſy, that the E---1 of R-——r and ſome other L- ds 
of Great Merit and Authority, might Riſe to an Equal Degree 
oi Credit, and Rival them in the Q-—-n's eſteem, they have 
brought themſelves to a Neceſſity of Courting and T rucklivg to 
N, ue, and H. — x, their old Enemies, who Inſult 
them with the Scorn, that is due to ſuch Mean Politicks, and 
ſuch Poor Submiſſions. 

© The M rs He and She, include a Malitious Inuendo, 
as if any Mu, except the Q n, had to do in the Ad- 
miniſtration, and to ſay that they have /ſpirzted up à Faction 


of thc whole Body of the Ch ch-Men, to make themſelves 
LA. ads 4 a Prick Ear'd Faction, is a plain Contradiction, ſince 


e 


8 


the late R-—-n, and the Ch— ch-Men themſelves muſt 
belong to that Pic Ear'd Fation, ſince they have made equal 
© Application to them, and cannot, nay darenot, ſay they have 
© not met with equal Encour:gement, 


La 


But 


that was down, that they have forfeitcd the Eſtcem aud Affection 


a little before He lnfinuates as if that Faction was uppermoſt in 


* 


= 


ee a A 
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But admitting, that this Gracious Countenance 5. 
the T towards the Wh——es and F ks 2 hs 
" were but a Copy (as the wiſeſt of them Suſpected it Agen 8 
f | embled 
to be) put on for a while only to calm thoſe Unguiet |; engrbens the 
Spirits, and Lull them into a falſe Security, and that fh lig. 
the Service and S-curity of the Ch -g ch of T3 
E———4 are only Reſpited (as it is pretended) till a Juncture, 
in his Opinion, more Favourable to them; Is he ſure, that he 
{hall be Able then, by the Service he ſhall do to Ballance the Miſ- 
chief, that his T rimming in the mean time will have done? He 
has by his Countenance and Encouragement, not only rais'd up 
a Faction, that was abſolutely down, but greatly Encreas'd and 
Strengthned it: But he muſt not therefore Flatter himſelf, that 
he carries ſo much weight in his own Perlon, as to be able to 
turn the Scale to which fide ſoever he takes. For tho he has had 
the Power to Spirit- up a Dejected Broken Faction, and to engage 


them in a Quarrel, which, but for their Hopes in him, they 


durſt not have Entred into; or if they had, mult have fallen in 
yet from ſome Parallel Inſtances, and ſome Arguments which We 
ſhall lay before him, We hope he will be Convinc'd, that his 
Succcels will not probably be ſo great, when he ſhall endeavour, 
to quell them. | | 

© There is no ſuch thing as certainty in the World, ſince every 
one of our Senſes is Fallible, but if we may draw Concluſions 
from Premiſes, the Great Man here deſign'd to be traduc d, has 
been Maſter of ſuch Conduct, as to bring it very near it, all- 
moſt within the compaſs of an Aſſurance, that the Ch — ch 
of England will ſuffer no Diminution either in Point of Dignity 
or Intereſt. | 
32. Katharine de edicts (a much Greater Per- 

fon than our L T——) Queen Mother and Paralle} In- 
Regent of France, during the Minority of Henry ſtance of Ka. 
the Third her Son, by reaſon of his Age, and af- tharine de 
terwards, thro' his Weakneſs, had a Mind to make Medicis. 

the ſame Experiment, for much the ſame Reaſons 
that T now makes. She was apprehenſive, that the In- 
tereſt which the Gwuſes had in the Leaguers was a Diminution of 
her Authority, and might in time remove her from the Regency; 
and his Jealouſ grew lo ſtrong in her, that tho' ſhe was a Zealozs 
Catholick and a Leaguer, ſhe reſolv'd to Countenance the Hugo- 
note, in order to Ballance the Power of the League, and by them 
to Support the Regency againſt the Guiſes, whom ſhe ſuſpected to 
be her Rivals, This Conduct the purſued but Six Months; yer 
(as Mezeray, a Hiſtorian of Great Candour informs us) in that 
ſhort time, the made more Hugoncts by her Countenance, than 
all their Preachers had done in Thirty Fears, Tis probable the 
Influence of our T may not make Wh——gs fo faſt ; 
but it viſibly Debauches great Numbers. The Conſequence of 
theſe Ambitious Conteſts beyween the Queen-Mother of France and 


the 
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C239 
the Guiſes was, That the King was made to Act on all Occaſion⸗s 
contrary to his Intereſts, Inclinations and Promiſes, in compli- 
ance to the Deſires of the Factions, and became, thro' their Means, 
very Unhappy and Contemptible to all his People,; Whereas (the 
fame Hiftorian tells us) that had he ſtuck to that wholſome Re- 
ſolution of Tolerating inviolably the Hugonots in the Exerciſe of 
their Religion, and of Excluding them intirely from all Offices of 
Truſt and Profit, he had ſeen a ſpeedy end of all his Troubles, and 
in a few Years brought all his Subjects peaceably to One Religion; 
the contrary Method to which fill'd his Kingdom with War, Blood- 
fed, and all the ſeries that attend 'em ;, and brought Himſelf 
at laſt to an untimely End by the Hand of an Aſſufime, after hav- 
ing been wrought by his Mother to Conſent to a general Maſſacre 
of all the Proteſtants in his Dominions; which horrid Deſign was 
with deteſtable Cruelty and Barbarity executed at Paris on St. 
Bartholomew's Day, and follow'd ſoon after in moſt parts of that 
Kingdom. And this very Katharine de Medicis, who had not long 
before taken upon her the Protection of the Hugonots, when her 
Jntereſts changed their Hice, and ſhe began to grow Jealous of 
the Princes of the Blood, as ihe had been before of the Houſe of 
Lorrain, made no ſcruple of Sacrificing thoſe to whom ſhe had 
undertaken the Patronage, or of Sealing with their Blood her 
i Reconciliation to the Giſes, in which her Hand was ſo deeply 
1 dipt; that the Scheme for the Univerlal Deſtruction of thoſe poor 
People was form'd in her Apartment, and the young King 
wrought to authorize it by her Per ſ(Waſions. 1 
The Story of Katharine de Medlicis carrys ſuch an intended 
| Aſſault with it upon the Honour of a very Great Perſon, that 
it needs no other Remark upon it, than that it hints at ſuch an 
| © Inſtance of Barbarity that had no Precedent before for it, nor 
9 © can be made of it ſelf to any Nation that has the Benefit of ſuch 
| Laus as this has, neither is it to be ſuppos'd, that a Q-——n 
© that is fam'd for Wiſdom, and not in her Minority, will be 
ſuhject to thoſe Inadvertencys as a weak Prince, ſuch was K 
* Henry of France in his Minority, notwithſtanding the Figure 
© in Hiſtory which he made after he was advanc'd in Years. 

13 Tho' this Tragical Story (it is to be hop'd) 
po of is not applicable to E— d in all its Circum- 
= foregoing ſtances, yet the firſt part of it comes ſo near us, | 

tory. OP . 1 

that it makes it not improper to conſider the Con- | 
cluſion: For the certain Moral of it is uſeful in all Countries, 
and at all Times, however peaceable and good Natur'd ; that 
Friendſhips founded on Ambition are Fallacious and Dangerous, 
| and never Laſting ; for he that to ſerve a preſent Turn gives up 
F his Old Friends, to ſerve a future One, will giveup his new ones 
| to them to recover em again. The Wh- 25 therefore will 
y (if they be Wiſe) conſider for what Ends they are at preſent 
j Careſs d, and whether their own ſhare of the Nuts, they em- 
3 ployed to rake out of the Fire, be worth burning their rogers 
for, O ?. A NE 


23 
Te Tragical Story before mention'd, is ſo very little applicable to 
E nad, that no ſuch thing has ever been yet heard of within our Borders, or 
ever will, for as it is preſum'd, we are M ithout our Katharine de Medicis. 
© ſo *tis indiuputably true, thac v are without our King Henry, but have 
© a Q——»n, that will not hearken to ſuch Barharous Councils. As for 
the Precaution to the I kigs, they ſtand in need of none, for Deliberati- 
© on has been their Practice for many Years, and as Diamonds cut Dia- 
* monds, that Man muſt be a Knave indeed that out Wits 'em. 
On the other Hand it may be no improper Speculation 
for ihe M rs, tO weigh well the Nature of the Tools Growth of the 
they work with, and to examine whether there he not /b gs dange- 
more Danger of cutting their own Fingers, than of ſhap- 
3ng their Deſigns right by 'em: & nd 14, whole 
Schemes they are luſpected to follow, fourd em once too 
hard tor him; and his Matter, for all his Indulgence to em met with very 
ungratetul Returns: Neither his Kindneis, nor their own Solemn Promi- 
les of tanding by him with their Lives and Fortunes, cou'd keep em 
from betraying him upon the firſt Opportunity that prelentzd it ſelf; ſo 
tar were they from keeping their Faith with him, that they prov'd the bit- 
tereſt and molt ungentile tnemics he had. If the T expects more 
Gratitude from em, he deceives himſelf; for tho they may uſe his Aſſi- 
ſtance to pull down the Ch--ch, yet their intire Contiderice and Depend- 
ance will reſt eli-where, and they will always be as ready to embrace any 
occalion of Ruining him, as they were of doing it to their unhappy Indul. 
gent Sovereign K——F-—; het left they ſhuwd pretend themſelves: 
capable of 1uch Carriage only towards Papiſts and Popery, and call it the 
Tranſport of an Ardent Zzal ; let their Behaviour towards the Ch—ch of 
E—4, which immediately after an Atiempt ſo provoking as,a Conſpiracy 
with the Papiſis to luhveit her, in favour of them, rep-al'd the Penal Laws, 
and gave em a perpetual Tolera1ion by a Law; let their Behaviour (we lay). 
and Gratitude or that Indulgence be ſcann'd, and thence let a Judgment 
of their utual Returns be form'd. It theretore the Faction buoy'd up by 
the M——rs till it gathers Strength ſuthcient to get uppermoſt, will in all 
probability turn it upon em to their Ruin; and it an unlucceſ;ful Attempt 
lo to buoy it up, u ill be al:nuft as fatal to em from another Quarter; the 
M——rs wou'd do well to be very (ure, that they are able to Steer clear 
of theſe Rocks, which no Man hitherto has done, or to change their Courſe 
in time, while there is room to I ack- about: They are C——s, and 
know that to ti ip up the Heels of thoſe that raiſe em, is a familiar Cm 
Practice; let em beware how they make it National, left it come round 
to themſelves, | | + 43:74 
* The Precaution to the Mi is likewiſe ſuperfinous, for every one 
that knows the Choice Her Majeſty has made for Men ot that Important 
Character, muſt argue againſt her M——y's Wiſdom, in not diftinguiſh- 
ing Qualiacations trom ſuch as are not. For a true Stateſman, like a 
true Sportiman, never flyes or unmutHes his Hawk till tne Prey is at ſuch 
a Diſtance, as will render it next to an Impoſtibility for him to fail of 
what he is ſent ia Queſt of. | 
The 1— may pleale himſelf with a Dream of Power and Popularity, 
and fancy himſelf ſome mighty M——h, when he ſees bis Levees crowded, 
and half a hundred Gentlemen waiting his Orders, and watching his Nods 
but "tis his Staff they follow, not him; if his Foot · man bore it, they wou'a 
all be as obſequiouſly at his Heels. Thele are Inleds, that can'c lige out of 
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the Sun-ſhine of the C rt; let it lie on which ſe it will, they muſt be. 
init. He that admires this ſort of Court and Grandeur, may as juſtly fall 
in love with a ſunny Wall, with a ſwarm of ſhining Flies upon it. is won- 


derful that any judicious experienc'd Perſon ſhou'd put any Confidence in 


ſuch Tranſitory Friends, whom the firſt rude Blaſt of Weather blows to an 
oppolite Quarter, or the firft glimpſe of Favour elſewhere lures away from 
em: Yet this has been the common failing of moſt of our great M—= rs, 
to neglett thoſe who have conftantly, and out of Principle or Inclination 
been in their, or the ſame Intereſt with em, to purchaſe thoſe that have 
been in a contrary; as if they carried about em ſome Charm, that wou'd 
make Men True to themſelves, whom they cou'd draw to be Unfaithful to 
others. No other Reaſons ſeem poſſibly to be given for this, than theſe, 
That moſt Stateſmen are apt to preſume upon the Superiority of their on 
Underſtanding, and to think that they may by virtue of it venture where 
others formerly in their Stations (and perhaps as conceited of their own 
Wiſdom too) have miſcarried ; or that commonly their Detigns are ſuch as 
require Inftruments, whoſe Conſciences are more at liberty than a Man of 
Honour's, who is tether'd by Principles, and can go bur a meaſur'd juft 
length, and by conſequence is not fo fit a Tool tor large Detigns, as one 
that is neither Scrupulous nor Inquiſitive beyond what he ſhall ger himſelf 
for his Pains. | 

© True! A Foot-man may be advanc'd to a Poſt, and have his Levee 
© crouded with Attendants for Preferment, but where's the Conlequence 
that a Man of Birth and Knowledge muſt fall under his Diſadvantages ? 


He may have his Creatures too that endeavour to get themſelves into 


© his good Graces, and court his Favour. What of all that? The Foot- 
© man is to be ſuſpected only for the Diftribution of his Grants, by Rea- 
© ſon of his Incapacities of Judgment, and not the Man of Birth and Parts, 
: ow is too Noble to proftitute the one, and too Knowing to leſſen the 
other. 

All Ages and Countries have abounded with theſe oblequious Proſtirutes, 
the Slaves of Proſperous Greatnels, who ply at the Levees of Great Men, as 
Parters do in the Streets, only to put themſelves in the way of being hir'd, 
and keep better Men away, who are afraid of contracting a Suſpicion ot Diſho- 
zeſty by appearing often in ſuch Company. All Favourites have been equal- 
ly attended by em during their Favour, and alike deſerred by em when that 
was gone. Iwas not the Mau but his Fortune, that tt ey courred. Ye:, 
tho very few have Riſen to be Pr—-—me M——:rs, who did not know this, 
fewer have been able ſo far to ſurmount their own Vanity, as to Deſpije a 
crowded Levee, and not to Indulge this ſort of Court by Returns of Favour, 
and Preferment. But from the Choice of ſuch Agents, their Deſigns ſoon be- 
come ſuſpected to the honeſt underſtanding pars of the 011d, and that Suſpiei- 
en generally renders thole Deſigns abortive for which they were choſen. 
When Men of d-ubtful Integrity, or obnoxious to Cenſure, or even their Parti- 
dans, Men of their Stamp and Training-up are taken into Grace and Confi- 
dence, wile Men grow juſtly apprehenuve that the Old Game is to be play d 
over again, or ſome other as Foul. They that ſee the Hand, may ealily 
judge what the Play will be. | 
That all Ages and Countries have abounded with the Slaves of Proſpe- 
© rous Greatnels muſt be allow'd, but that this Age in this very Inftarce 
© muſt abound !o too, is very far from a true Conlquence. And an acute 
© Gameſter may let an iaditferent one lee his Game, and be too hard tor 
© him at the lame time. 


en 1 

* When we fee the Bill againſt Occaſional Conformity fo often re- 
jected through the Means and Influence of the Mrs, even 
after it had been alter'd to the Terms upon which the firſt Oppoſers 
of it promiſed Compliance; and when the Great Patrons and A. 


ſerters of the Intereſt of the Ch---ch at C--rt, the D ke of 


B——m, the E-—1s of N— nm, 7 „ N. ſea, 
Sir E 4 — . 0-4-6 lle, 6/2, G w. -v, 
E-—! of D--/--rt, Sir G R -turn'd out, without the 


leaſt Pretence or Colour of Offence ; What can We judge of the 
Intereſts of the C- ch at Crt? Perhaps We ſhall be told, 
that ſome of theſe went out Voluntarily, and that the Q-—n fo 
far approv'd their Service, that She Earneſtly deſir'd the Conti- 
nuance of it in the Same or Better Poſts, We grant it, and hum- 
bly Thank Her M y for her Gracious Thoughts both of 
the Ch---ch and its Friends. But what then muſt We think of 
thoſe Mrs, who render Joint-Service with 'em Tn/upportable 
to thoſe, who have the higheſt Veneration and Affection tor Her 
M 9's Perſon and Government? May We not juſtly 
Suſpect, that they ſaw ſuch things carrying on, as they could 
neither Concur in nor Prevent; and therefore conſulted their own 
Honour, and laid down, left by appearing to Countenance 
*em, they ſhould ſhare the Impurarion 2 Bur what will they ſay 
to thoſe other Noble Perſons, who not being of C--b --t C=, 
had no other Means of keeping things right, than by doing their 
Duty ſteadily in their Places? Were they guilry of any Offence ? 
Or was any thing Olhjected to em that might Deſerve ro be Puniſh'd 


with the Lo/s of their Places? No! their Services too were ap- 
rov'd, and their Fidelity commended, but themſelves Diſmi/#. 
0 hat can be the Meaning of all this? If Places were ſold by Al- 
lowance, We might imagine, that ſome Perſons were apprehen— 
five of a Storm, and 3 made haſt to get in their Hay while 
the Sun ſhin'd. But ſurely Places are not Sold, at leaſt not all 
of 'em; and therefore that can't be the Reafon of all theſe Ex- 
traordinary Changer. However it be, by the Choice of 1/---gs to 
ſucceed, it looks as if ſome Perſons had a Deſn to guard all the 
Avenues to the Q —n with their own Creatures, and jo Ex- 
clude the poor declining Ch--ch, and its Friends from all manner of 
Acceſs to Her. 85 | EL 

As the Bill was alter'd, fo were the Temper of thoſe who 
* might Intimate as if they would comply with it, and if ſome of 
© theſe worthy Patriots here mention d, flung up their Places, how 
© is the Queen or Miniſtry to be Charg'd with their Removal ? 
No body told them they were guilty of any Miſdemeanour, and 
if ſome People near her M y's Perſon aim'd at ſome things 
* he would have us think they did, Why did they not rather 
© continue in their Places. and obviate their Deſigns. As for that 
< unkind Inſinuation, as if Places were Sold at Ct, it muſt needs 


be 


whois i, 00 ie al 

be abominably falſe; for one of the firſt As the Q---n did ſinc 
ger Acceſſion to the Th--ne was, to Toots te (2 ſuch Procee. 
dings, and give Verbal Orders, which have ſince been made 
© publick in Her Royal Proclamation, no ſuch thing ſhould be 
J os one FI op ds bias ; 


donc. 


The preſent Proſpe# of the Ch. ch is very Melancholy; and 
whatever undiſcerning People may think, or ſome, that would blind 
Us fay, that of the (it is not much more comfortable. For 
if while the C rt was for Us, the H ſe of L——ds almoſt 
intirely with Us, and the H —ſe of C as undebauch'd in 
their Prinesples, and the Laws vigorous on our ſide, even in thoſe 
days A 11 R--p-bl--ns and F-—cks Encreas'd and Multiply'd 
upon us, How will they Inſult us now, when all our Strength is 
reduc'd to a Remnant in the H ſe of C——ns only, and 
thoſe Oppos d by the other H——ſe,” Brow-beaten by the Ot 
and Aſpers'd, Viilify d, and Abus'd by the H--gs, R--p--bl--ns, .and 

c all the Nation over. How ought we to Reverence 
ang Cberiſi the conſtant Honou. able Few, who aboye the Tempe a- 
tions of the M rs, or the Unjuſt Clamour of the .- g, by 
their Courage and Bravery alone, ſuſtajh our Cauſe. 

I cannot think the Proſpect of Affairs fo very melancholy as 
© he would have me, for the way to ſuppreſs the Whigs is to let 
© them be in Power, for ſome time, and their rampant Behaviour 
* will quickly open the People's Eyes, and make way for the Ch--ch 
* to get into the ſupream Authority; As for their Enercaſing and 
* Multiplying when the C.--t, H--fe of L--ds and C--m--ns were 
* for us, that was no Wonder under the Reign they got Head in. 
The Debaucheries of. the. C- t and Times contributed to it, and 
* it is no difficult thing, at that Juncture, to Gather and Multiply, 
* unter the Pretence of Sanctity, which looks the more 'Tempring 
* and Engaging, by how much the more Prophaneſs and; Immora- 
* lity is in Faſhion and VVV 
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There was a Time when our Clergy defended our Ch --ch a- 
gainſt the oint Attacks of Papiſts and Fanaticks, with a Courage 
Becoming the Cauſe they Serv'd. But alas, many of thoſe Reve- 
rend Perſons,” that Animated, and Led em, are Dead; the CH- 
has loſt 17 of 'thofe Heroick Pr tes, that gave Life and Vi- 
gour to thoſe Noble Sentiments, and molt of their Places are filld 
with Men of another Stamp, who, not being Warmed themſelves 
with the ſame Zeal for it, by Preaching Indifference to the Intereſts 
of the che ch, under the Specious, Deceitful Name of M———n, 


have very much Dampe, ard ina manner Extinguiſhed that Noble 
Spirit, which their Predeceſſouri had inſuſed into che Inferiour 
Cl D. However, our Caſe is not ſo'De/perare, but that we have 
ene Proggtieg fo form 


97 
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Of S ; but ſtill Retain their Primitive Integrity, and Aﬀe- 
ion to the Ch--ch, of which they are True Sons, and Tender Fa- 
thers, Men, whoſe Reputation is not built upon the Sandy Bottom of 
a Treacherous Mo———on, nor their Heads vainly filled with Chi- 
merical Notions of an Impracticable Comprehenſion, but who ure juſt- 
ly Rever'd for their Piety, and Honour'd for their Steadinels;; 
Men, who under the general Indeftinite Term of Proteſtant, have 


not loſt the Important Diſtinction between a Ch--ch,of E——4- 
Man and a F cl, and wou'd not put Pr -t, I, 
An iſts, Q a rs, Soc ns, under the common Negative 


Idea of Proteſtants, into equal Credit and Authority with the 
Ch——cb of E- d; Men, who are neither to be Awed by L--beh, 
nor WheedPd by S -m out of their ,Principics, but can Con- 
ſtrue Thirty Nine Articles without an Expoſition ; and Dare give a 
Vote for a New Law to ſecure the Ch——ch ot E 4. when by 
Feſuitical Shifts, the Intent and End of tlie Old are fruſtrated; 
Men, who, tho' the C -t be the Fountain of Preferment, 
Dare withſtand it ifl. Defence of the CH ch, and WhO wou'd 
not in Complaiſance to any M rs leave it, the only Poce- 
ſtant Community not ſecur' by Law. EIA 5 
We are not without Gentlemen of diſtinguiſhing Zeal and Abi 
* lities, that both officiate as B.— ps, and wait at the Altar as Mini: 
* ſters ot God's holy Word, and tho' we have had the Misforcune 
* to loſe ſuch Ornaments of the Church as the Scventeen P-4—.s, 
* whoſe Death he laments for, we want for none to tranſmit our 


Holy Worſhip pure and undefil'd to ſucceeding Generations. As. 


for the two B—ps, one whoſe Way of Lite explains it ſelf, and 


5; other who has expos'd himfelf, by turning Expolitor of rhe 39. 


* Articles, they are Big enough to defend themſelves. But I can © 
a agree with him, that ours is the only Proteſtant Community not e. 
* cur'd by Law; for e haie Laws enough for our Defence, were 
they but vigorotyifly put in practicx. 


23 . 3 : 2 ; - ; 
From the pious Endeavours of theſe Reverend 


and Worthy Pr tes, in conjunction with 2 humble 


the Lower Houſe of C. nv: c- tion, the Ch——ch F- of the 
humbly hopes, and earneſty intreats that the Lower C 59 toe 
Cl—gy (who want only to be headed and coun- B28. 
tenanc d) nay be encourag'd to exert theniſelves in 


* 


the defence of that Ch ch from which they receive Meit: Bread; 


and that they may be inſtructed to ſhew their reſpective. Conpre- 
gations the innumerable Evils that flow from that dangerous but 
too much receiv'd Polition, that there ought to be no diſt ine ion, a- 
mongſt Proteſtants; let em inſtruct em in the Nature. of Tru? Mo- 
deration, and exhort em to the Practice ot it; but let em make 
em truly ſenſible of the vaſt Difference be | 


_ 2 "0 -' & 5 "i 8 FD @ * Veen that Moderation, 
which'ts a jets.” zd fart of i! is Moral Duty ot every Chuilti- 
F, 4 all; 
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an; and the Moderation ſo Faſhionable, and ſo. much Recommended 
of late, which is nothing bur Lukewarmneſfs in Religion, and In- 
difference in every thing that relates to the Service of God, and 
the Intereſt of his Ch ch; let *em make it appear that the Toſera- 
tion may and ſhall be maintain'd without ſuffering the D. ir to 
ride upon our Necks, and that there is no High Ch——chman (as 
they abubvely call us) of us all, who would break in upon the 
"Toleration, it it were in their Power, provided, that the Am- 
bition of the D—=——————:5 would ſtop there. Let 'em 
Remonſtrate to them the Scandal and Sin of Occaſional Confor- 
mity, and the Heinouſneſs of Mocking or Diſſembling with G 0 O, 
in fo Solemn an 4# of Devotion, as the Approaching the Lord's 
Table. Let*em Reprove Wantonneſs and IWavering in Religion, and 
Rambling after Variety of Religious Exerciſes, which Argues more 
Curiofi:ythan Devotion, Laſtly, Let em in their Conver/arions with 
their NezzEbours Repreſent to 'em the Preſent Real Danger of. the 
te, and from Hhom it is fear'd, as from 
this Memorial or other fuller Evidence, they ſhall be Convinced.; 
and by rightly Stating the Truth of Fact, to em, let em Vindi- 
Cate thoſe Worthy Patriots in Both H ſes (Eſpecially the 
e of c -=) who are Aſpers'd for their juſt Endea- 
vours to Settle and Secure the Ch ch and Ci | St—te, 
and more Eſpecially at this time Maliciouſly Ms/repreſented to the 
People by the Enemies of Both. To all theſe things, as We doubt 
not of your L ps Concurrence and Direction, ſo We hope 
thro” the Bleſſing of GOD upon the Sincere Endeavours of your 
Cl———g, to ſee the Ch————cb Triumph over the Malice of 
its Enemies, the Nation Settled in Laſting Peace, and Both Indebt- 
ed to the Aal and Piety of your L———ps, to whom, tho' not 
the Major Part in Number of your own O-————r, the Whole 
Glory of Eſtabliſhing It for Ever, will, next to God, be mainly 
Due. It any of our Clergy remain ſtill Prejudie' d, and Intoxica- 
ted with the Vain Hopes of a Comprehenſion, let them know, that che 
Diſſenters univerſally Laugh at them for a Project ſo Impracticable, 
and deſpiſe em for their Nealueſs in Propounding an Expedient fo 
Impolitick on their Part; if it were Practicable, no Man alive 
could ever yet tell on what Terms the Diſſenters would accept of a 
Comprehenſion; nor can the wileſt of the Church-Comprehenders ſay 
on what he expects they ſhou'd. Do they Propoſe, That the Di/. 
ſenters ſhould come over to the Church, or the Church go over to 
the Diſſenters ? If either of theſe Miraculous Changes could be 
wrouzht, it would not be Comprehenſion, but Converſion. Let thoſe 
that expect the Former, do their utmoſt to bring it about; let em 
i" their Sermons, and their Mritings, endeavour to Convince the ſe- 
veral Sorts of Diſſenters of their reſpective Errors. The High- 
Ciureh Mer (as they call em) are ready to join with 'em in ſo 
good a M At the worlt tis but ſo much Pious Labour _ if 
1Cy 


«ul 


* (37) 
they gain no Ground upon the Diſſenters, and may probably have 
this good Effect, that it will Fix again thoſe whom a ta.” Tuſtaken 
Notion of Moderation has Unſettled. As for thoſe, who deſire the 
Church ſhould go over to the Diſſenters, let them ſet the Example, 
which can't fail of bearing this good Fruit, that either they will be 
follow'd, which will Satisfie their End, or their Places will be 
| GI wich Berrer Church Men, which will Anſwer Ours ; and both 
ways put an End to this Pandalous Fuctuation, this Halting between 
ſeveral Opinions, and the Church arrives at ſome Settlement. 
That the Lower Clergy ſhould follow the Example of ſuch 
* worthy P---tes, whoſe Lives are moſt Inviting, and whoſe Do- 
© Arine's the moſt Pathetick and Primitive, no Man but will al- 
© low; but 'tis to be hop'd, they have no need of theſe Admoni- 
tions at this time of Day. The Duties of their Office, as Diſ- 
* penters of God's Word, the Canons of the Church enjoyn them 
to it, and all Gentlemen that have Cures of Souls, are fo to be- 
have themſelves in their reſpective Benetices, as ſhall be moſt Be- 
* neficial to the Perſons whoſe Guidance and Inſtruction is com- 
* mitted into their hands. The Name and Nature of Moderation 
* ſhould be explain'd, the Practice enforc'd, and its Conſequence, 
* which is only the True Peace, ſo made appear, from the Lives 
and Deaths of the bleſſed Apoſtles, Saints, Martyrs and Contef- 
* fors, as to damp the Projects of ſuch who would introduce Dit- 
© order and Confulion under the diſguiſe of it, and diſpirit thoſe 
Men from farther Attempts to get into the k evenues of the 
Church, without being ſtudious Obſervers of its Doctrines. As 
© for a Comprehenſion, it has been aim'd at ſeveral times, particular- 
© ly in the late Reign, and late Queen's time, but to no purpoſe ; 
for make what Conceilions we can on our ſide, the Ditlenters will 
be Craving for more, ard it is, not for Doctrine that they Quar- 
* cel with us, but for Power, fo that it happens between us as be- 
*rween Ceſar and Pompey, one will have no Equal, and the other 
no Superior. The Diſſenters would not, if equally Eſtabliſh'd by 
Act of Parliament (which would take the Name of Diſjz:ucers 
from 'em) be Content till they had got the ſole Power into their 
* Hands, and the Church would not ſuffer thoſe ſhe had receiv'd, 
* thro? eſpecial Grace ald Favour, into Partnerſhip in ber Privile- 


ges, and run away with them, and Exercils a Deſpotick Autho- 
* rity over them, | 


As for thoſe, who are for compounding with the Diflearers,and 
for Meeting 'em (as their Phraſe is) halt way, they are either ex- 
ceeding weak Men, or worſe deluded Perſons, or — There 
are three ways by which the Diſſenters have receded and gone 
off from Us, and conſequently as many by which they may and 
mult Return to Us, if ever they mean to do it (viz.) Doctrine, 
Diſcipline and Worſhip, Which of theſe ways would theſe Afen 


of 


of Comprehenſion have us reet em with our Advances s In lefs 
than Al}, Diſſenters themſelves have often declared, they will 
not be fafisfed nor ſtir one Step towards us; and in All we can't 
make any without Mutilating or Adulterating the pure Chriſtian 
Faith, Condemning our mot Excellent Church, and in a manner 
Apoſtatizingifrom, and utterly Subverting it. We have been otten 
| told, that the Proceſtant Diſſenters agree with us in all the Main and 
| Fundamental Points of the Chriſtian Faith, and differ from us only 
lf. in Trifles, and Points not Effentia}. If this be true, Why did they 
If Separate from us? And why do they: not immediately Return into 
| 5 the Boſom of the Church, who, if this be all the Ground of their 


= Separation, is ready with Open Arms to Receive em. For our. 
; Church is not ſo Rigid, or ſo Capricious as to require an Alſolute 
Uniſormity of Sentiments among her Sons in Matters of Doubt or 

| Speculation, which are not Eſſential to the True Faith, nor Neceſ. 
| 1 fary to the maintenance of Order and good Diſcipline: She does 
Vi. not require Implicite Faith, nor command et Sons to Believe as 
the Church Believes. whether they comprehend her Meaning or 
UE not. or can be convinc'd intheir Underſtandings, thar rhoſe things 
'/) are True which She delivers as ſuch. She could wiſh indeed, that 
| all her Sons had as Sound and Clear Underſtandings to embrace 
all Uſeful Truths, as ſtrong Conſtitutions to Digeſt all whole- 

| ſome Food; but like a Tender, Indulgent Mother, She does not 
| Reject thoſe weak Ones, who through: Infirmity can't receive all 
| | that is good and conducive, if they admit all that is Eſſential to the 


* Chriſtian Faith. and Neceſſary to Chriſtian Communion. Thoſe 
ö | therefore, that diſſent from the Ch ch of E — d on Points 


not of this Number, in their. own Opinions at leaſt, ſtand Self 
condemn'd, and can't excuſe themſelves from the Guilt of Obſti- 
nate Unreafonable Schiſm. 5 55 | 

i What our Author fays here is uncontrovertible; and if the Diſ- 

| * ſenters from the Eſtabliſh'd Ch- ch agree with her in Fundamen- 
* tals, and differ from Her in a few Trifles, it's the buſineſs of 
* thoſe miſled Men to Reconcile themſelves to the Obedience that 
* is due to Her: But if they have receded from us three ways, in 
* Doctrine, Diſcipline and Worſhip, it is but fitting that they ſhould 
* Qualify themſelves thoſe 3 Ways, and approach Her like the 
* Penirert in the Scripture, with Mother, we finn'd againſt Heaven, 
and azainſt Thee, and are no more worthy to be called thy Sons, and 
* ſhe will receive them into her Arms, and give them the Penitent's 
Reception. But we may ſet our Hearts at reſt, as to ſuch Over- 
* tures of Amendment; they will never think themſelves in the 
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F Hong, and of conſequence can never be in the Right; where- I 
fore it is altogether neceſſary, fince the Purity of our Worſhip, 
I and Excellence of our Liturgy, will not invite them into our ; 
[ © Communion, we be provided with ſuch Laws for our farther Se- I 


* curity, that they may not Force us into theirs. 


(39 | | 
Thoſe Diſſenters that would alter our Hierarchy, and change | 
our whole Eccleſiaſtical Polity, deal indeed fairly with Us, and let | 1 
us know what they wou'd be at: That is, provided we come o- 120 
ver entirely to Them, they will be ſo Gracious as to Comprehend us; | 


but this Grace we can't expect from thoſe of em only, who are 11 
for a Com rebenſion. in their Senſe , that is, for Pardoning Us Schiſ- 0 
maticls of the Ch——ch of E —d, The Presbyterians pretend | 
'to have leſs 2 for us, and to approach our Ch ch nearer 71 
than any other fort of Engliſh Difjewters. But we have had ſuch ne 
a taſte of their Leni and Indulgence in the Iniquity, and Violences | 
of the Proceedings of the of Sc——nd againſt the Ep 1 

Ch—ch; which leſs than Twenty Tears ago was the Eſtabliſh'd 
Ch——ch of that Nation, that we mult be infatuated to Extremity, 
ſhould we ſuffer them to get the Power, and ſtill hope to be Tolera- 
ted in our own way. They who have made it High Treaſon there, 
5 Preaching or Argument, in Diſcourſe or Writing, to defend Ep:/- 
copacy, are not like to be very Indulgent to it here, whenever they | 
ſhall have it in their Power to be Severe. Beſides, as all the Hope 
which the E———ſb Pr—-—$sb——»5 entertain of prevailing | 
here at ſome time or other, is founded on their Expectations of 
Aſſſtance from their Brethren in Sc i ; Can we flatter our 
ſelves that an Arm'd Power of S ts, which ſhould come 
Strong enough to Force their Diſcipline upon us, would not have 
the Garbling of our Land, as well as the Modelling of our Ch— ch? | 
The Northern Counties [till remember the O!d Sc ch Cant, 5 
e come for aw your Gudes, which they made conſtantly good in 
the Literal Senſe, upon all their Moveables, where-ever they were ' 
not frighted or beaten off intime. And the whole Nation knows i 
the time when the Saints ſhall inherit the Earth, was thought Law 
ſufficient to give a Sert of Men, who Sainted themſelves à Tele to 
the Lands and Poſſeſſions of the Wicked and Malignants, which was 
every Man. whoſe Eſtate they coveted. * | : 

If the Diſſenters let us know What they would be at, then we c 
have fair warning to be proyided againſt, and ſince we have a 3 
l on our ſide, ho has been bred up under the moſt Pious 
Inſtructors, and has conſirm'd Her Affection to the Church, in 
the many Patherick Expreſſions She has deliver'd from the 
* Th——ne, and gracious Promiſes, ſince the Courtiers pretend to 144 
* conform themſelves to Her Principles, and the Diſſenters them- — 
© ſelves ſhew an Univerſal Satisfaction under Her Prudent Admi- 11 
niſtration; we have no reaſon to doubt of any farther Security — 
for the Church, for Her Majeſty is too well Read in Hiſtories of 
Her Royal Anceſtors, not to know thatthe Church has always 
© been the ſupport: of the Crown, and has given Inſtances of an 
. Inviolable Obedience, when thoſe thar are its Enemies have more 
than once revoly'd from their Duty and Allegiance. As for the 
Treatment of the Epiſcopal Clergy in Scotland, the Parliament 
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© 15 now Sitting, and it's not to be queſtion'd as Her M-—y 13 
Qn of that Kingdom as well as this, bur that ſome Proviſion 
* will be made for thoſe abandon'd Servants of the Living God's 


* 


* Subliſtence. | | 
This muſt neceſſarily be the Caſe of any Nation, where it ſhall 


become a general Article of Faith, that Dominion is founded in Grace, 
For the Body of all Nations being no nice Diſcerners, the People will 
be cheated by the Preſtigious Tricks of Impudent Hypocrites, and 
falſe Enthuſiaſts ; who will always take upon them to be Judges of 
the Meaſure of their own Grace, and of all other Mens, and thereby 
aſſume an Arbitrary, Tyrannical Dominion over all Honeſt, Wiſe Men, 
whoſe Conſciences will not ſuffer them to make thoſe Scandalous, 
Hypocritical Pretenſions. This was the Orthodox Divinity, and theſe 
the Conſequences, Which follow'd the Sc———c<ch Reformers into 
- d; and theſe muſt follow 'em again, if ever they are 
ſufter'dro return hither. | 

If Dominion is founded in Grace be a Tenent, that introduces 
Tyrannical Uſurpations, makes falſe Enthuſiaſts and Hypocrites, 
then it is for the ſafety of the Government to expunge it. and 
take ſuch effectual Meaſures to add to the Authority of the 
Church, as to make the Diſſenters wild Schemes, and confus'd 
* Notions of their owa Dominion yield to Her. | 


Bur perhaps ſome Comprehenſion Low Ch ch Man will tell 
As, that they do not intend to comply fo far with the 

Epi ſcopacy Diſſenters, as tO conſent ro the Abolition of Epiſcopa- 
not to be Modes cy, bur only to condeſcend fo far ro the Weakneſs of 
ed to the our Diſſenting Brethren as to Moderate it, and to gra- 
Di rs tat. rity 'em by taking away ſome Extravagant Branches 
of the Power of a Biſhop. They that think by ſuch 

| Compliances to reconcile any ſort of Diſſenters to the C ch, 
will find themſelves very wide of rhe Mark, when they ſhall come 
| to the Experiment : For there is ſcarce any ſort of 
Eccleſſaſti- Diſſenters who do not exerciſe more Eccleſiaſtical Fu- 
cal fwriſaifim riſdidtion among themſelves, and fulminate Men 
N na the with their Spiritual Thunder, more frequently and 
4 freely than the Ch ch of E— d does. It 


it 7 1 a * 
f - py 1 is not therefore that any ſort of Clergy does not 


Ch. cl. think their Ch---ch endued with as Great Authority 
: and Coerceive Power over the Laity, as the Cheb 
of E -d has at any time, ſince the Reformation exercis'd ; 


but their Cenſures being in this Nation meer Bruta Fulmina, that is, 
being neither Allow'd nor Supported by the Secular Magiſtrate, the 
Law has taken away their Sting, which it has not done to thoſe 
of the National C/. eb; the Diſſenting Clergy wou'd therefore 
be glad that the Law wou'd reſtore the Sting to their Cenſures, _ 
OT they 


nn, 


they might become more Awful to their Congregations. or that it 
were taken away from thofe of the Ch ch; that its Miniſters 
might be M onged in their Dues, and its Self Aff onted iu us D/ci- 
pline with more Licence and Impunity. It is not the Title Gf 7. d, 
nor the Authority which a Biſhop, as ſuch has, that offends theſe 
Men; bur it is the ſmall Number of Biſhopricks that gives {v i w of 
em room to hope to arrive at the Dignity and Power, of which ſo 
many of 'em are Ambitions. 

To icflen the Authority of a Biſhop, by pretending to lop of 
© {ome Extravagant Branches of his Power, is to weaken that of 
our Holy Religion. which God Frbid. for by degrees, this pre- 
* rence of paring off ſome ſuperfluous Excreſcences will fo deſe- 
© rate that ſacred order, that it will be prun'd fo at Jaſt as to have 
no Branches lefr, che Conſequence of winch will be No Biſhop ;; 
* and No Ki. No Biſhop, has been a receiv d Maxim among us 
Time out of Mind. Which gives occaſion for a Melancholly 
Reflection, which is, that the Church has deen reduc'd ro that 
* Extremity once :lre:dy, and whar has been done in one Centu- 
ry, may be effected in leſs time than the compaſs of an Ano- 
* ther. 


The Pregsbyterian; therefore by lodping the Furiſdiction of Arch 
Biſhops and Biſhots in their Synods and Claſſes; tho 
they have not provided ſo amply for the Ambition Synodica! 
of ſome, yet they have more liberally and equally Pepe rhe 
for thar ot all their Clergy ; for in their Democratical Fondation of 
Scheme of a ch ch, they have given to their Fee. 
whole Clergy an infinitely greater Power than ours 
pretends to, even equal to that of the ch c of Rome; and by 
their Diſtribution into Claſſes and Sneds, they give 'em every one 
a Share, under the Denomination of Claſſical or Synod-Men, of Do: 
ninion over tlie Laity, arid entirely exempt em from Lay Furiſ- 
ditizon. 

The Presbyterian Government is Synodical, and the Juriſdicti- 
* on of Archbithops and Biſhops is converted into a ſort of Demo- 
* cracy of a general Aſſembly. But, ſay they, a ſingle Min may 
err, may exerciſe a P'yrannical Power, which c:nnot be fo well 
brought about «mongſt a number of Men, wioſe , umors and In- 
© clinations have a different Bent and Tenderncy. lu anſver to 
*this we do not ſet up for Inf-Hibility, but as a ſingle Man gay 
© Err, ſo may © gencral Aſiembly. as has been known from the 
Tranſactions of Synods and ge er Councils h. 14 in feveral A- 
© pes, ſince ne general Courcil has exploded hat has been done 
* by Another. | 
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The Independents by another ſort of Diſtribution, 
Congregatio- Carry the Authority of every Individual Prieft yet 
nal of Indepen higher; every. Particular Paſtor is Arch-Biſhop of his 
dency. Congregation ; a Diminutive Pope in his little Domi- 
ntons: Abſolute, Arbitrary and Uncontroulable in 
Spirituals; Subject and Accountable in Matters of Religion (as he pre- 
tende) to none but god; whoſe Particular, but Private Call to the 
Miniſtry by way of Perpetnal Inſpiration, he pleads as his Commi/- 
fron und Warraut for whatever he does; which none bur God that 
g ve it him can exact any Accounts of in Barr to all Human Au- 
zority. Thus the Independent's Prieſt lodges in himſelf the Infal- 
lible Judicature in Sacris, from whence there is no Appeal; which 
the Presbyterian with more Modeſty reſolves ultimately into, and 
places in the laſt Re/orc in the National Synod :; ſo that the Presby- 
terians have but One Pope in each Nation, which is the Synod ; and 
the ſeveral Miniſters of which it is compoſed, are bur ſo many 
Limbs of Antichriſt ; whereas the Independents have a Little Pope 
in every Congregation, and every Individual Preacher among them 
is a whole Petty Antichriſt himſelf, | 
* As for the Independent way of Governmentt as it is Jult as 
„Rational as the Popiſh, by almoſt inveſting every Individual 
* Pulpit-Climber with the Gift of Infallibiliry, ſo it would not be 
* amifs ſhould the preſent Min try take fuch Meaſures againſt 
them as are put in Practice againſt declar'd Papiſts. They differ 
more in Name than Nature, and while one is Animadverted up- 
* on, with the ſtricteſt ſeverity of Acts of Parliament, Sc. it 
* would be unjuſt in an Engliſh Senate to take ſuch Meaſures in a 
* Parliamentary-way, as ſhould defeat the Malignancy of thts 
growing Evil. 


Upon what Terms then do theſe Moderate Men, 

No Terms of theſe Comprehenders, propound a Coalition between 
Comprehenſion gur Ch --ch and Theſe ? Will the Presbyterians part 
=o rite % With their Synodical Popery, or the Independents t eir 
+ 77% $6 Congregational > Or do the Firſt deſire to make their 
Synodical Syſtem the National Ch -ch ? Or the Latter to Turn their 
Congregations into Pariſhes by Act of Parliament? That is, in fewer 
Words, Do they offer to come over to Us, or require that * 
ſhou'd to Them ? For by whichſoever of the ways abovemention'd 
ſuch a Coalition ſhou'd be effected, the proper Name for it (as 
we have already obſerv'd ) wou'd be Converſion, not Comprehenſion; 
If they, or any of 'em, are willing to come over to us, we here 
again repeat our Pr,miſe to receive 'em with open Arms, and to 
forget all paſt Unkindneſſes ; which we hope is Teſtimony ſufficient 
of our Moderation; but if they ſtill inſiſt that V ſhou'd come over 
to Them, We deſire ihem, or their New Friends the Moderate Ch ch 
Men, 


(43 
Mew, to find ſome New! Arguments that ma ſatisfy our Conſc iences, 
without Reproach to which we can't oully intend any ſuch Thing 
upon the Old Baffled Arguments of the DO rs, whict: have been 
ſo often, and ſo ſufficiently anſwered already: Nor can we, with- 
out incurring the Cenſure of miſpending our Time, conſider them 
any farther ; and therefore we likewiſe pray this Favour of them, 
that whatever they ſhall hereafter offer on this Su{jctt, may be New 
and to the Purpoſe, without Impertinence or Scurri:ity ; For we are 
not at leiſure to conſider Bagatelles, nor of a Humour to anſwer 
Ribaldry ſuch as of late have been generally offer'd on their behalf, 
which is another Proof of our Candour and Mederation, luch as 
they are not able to give for themſelves. | 
Our Buſineſs is to make them come over to us, as the Church 
© Eftabliſh'd by Law, not for us to go over to them, for in that 
5 ſence it could never be call'd Converſion, but Perverſion, a direct 
joining with the Devil, rather than a Renunciation of that Evil 
„Spirit, and all his Works: And we are willing to admit of the 
Diſſenters, and our Church holds 6pen Her Arms to receive 
© them, is not only an Argument of Her Moderation; but alſo of 
Her Generoſity in permitting them to ſhare in the Benefices of the 
* Church, upon their conforming to its Diſcipline. | 


Thoſe that know how Arbitrary and Unlimited 
an aan us theſe Diſſenting Guides have at all times Diſcipline of 
Uſurped, where they — will have little hope the Diſſenters 
of an Accommodation from any Conceſſions on > Or 
their Part in Point of Diſcipline or Spiritual Jus © 
riſdiction. The moſt Reafonible and Moderate of em, the Pres 
byterians have always ſer themſelves, and their own Cenſurcs above 
all Laws, and precended, that the Sentencing and Correction of 
Sinners without Limitation of kind, either of Sin or Puniſhnienr, 
belong'd to them as the Miniſters of Chriſt, by which unbounded 
Privilege, they drew to themſelves the Judicature in all Caſes in 
the laſt Reſort, and canſequently the Abſolute Sovereignty over 
all Ranks and Conditions of Men, This is till Practiſed in Sc -nd, 
where, upon whatever account the Presbytery is pleaſed to Excom- 
municate any one, the Cuſtom of Horning ſtill remains, that is, of 
Seizing all his Eſtate and Effects at the Sound of a Horn, which is 
the Kizk's Warrant for Execution; and againſt this Sentence. (how- 
ever Unjuſt) the Government dare not give any Relief : So Terri- 
ble is the Kzrk to it. This they pretended to, and exercis'd ( rho? 
not by the Horn in En——4) in the time of their Uſurpation, till 
the very Rump it ſelf, their own Creature, would no longer en- 
dure ſuch extravagant Domincering, and thought fir by an 
Ordinance to Circumſcribe it, as Me the Famous Aſſembliſt 
Cn 8 
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* The Exerciſe of Diſcipline in our Congregations was 
* Nye's Beams ordered by the Parliament; but limited likewiſe to an 
of j orm:rLight Enumeration of the Sins for which we might Excommu- 
P. 9- nicate, exempting other Sinners, that were as much un- 
m der our charge. This was look'd on by the Aſſembly, as « 

great Abridg ent of their Miniſterial Liberty, and ſo great as they 
Profeſs d it could not with a good Coolcience be Submitted to, as not 
being able to perform their Truſt, which they received from Jeſus Chriſt, 
and mujt give an Account of to him, reſulving to ſtand faſt in the Li. 
berty wherewith Chriſt hath made them Free. | | 

„„ AManof any Reading muſt join with this Author. when 
he aſſerts that the Diſſenting Guides have exadted an Arbitrary 
and Unlimited Power, and that they would do ſo again, could 
: they get the Governmert into thei- Hands as in the days of the 
Rump Parliament. Bur the Face of Affairs is chang'd ſince here 
in England, tho the poor S- is labour once more under the Ty - 
rannical Diſcipline of the mercileſs K and the Power of their 
- pretended Clergy is circumſcrib'd within Acts of Parliament, fo 
that they cannot dominecr ir ſo much, rho? they continue a ſort 
' of a Deſpotick Government {till over their ſeveral Congrega- 
tions, and have, as it were, an abſolute Dominion over their 
Conſciences. As for an Accommodation, if they heariily ſought . 
it, they would give in their Propoſals, ſince it's none of the 
* Church's buſineſs ro make offers to them, but they are to let us 
now on what conditions they will join with us. 


This is a Note above Ela, a Strain beyond Peper. 
Ab ſalute P- For the Pepe, as High a Churchman as he is. reſtrains 
derq . bis Spiritual Thunder to his Sins enumerated and 
a defin d in the Canon Law of that Church. But the 
Saints, good Men, are for Fulminating at Diſcretion, and deliver- 
ing over to Saran whomſoever they pleaſe, without any Stated Rule 
or Re fr ctien of Law, The Snodiſts and Aſſembliſts wou'd be at 
once Law givers, Judges, and Jury, and Make, and Execute the 
Law :t the ſa me Inſtant, This may ſeem Extravagent, and Icok 
like a Miſrepreſentation to thofe. that are Ignorant of the Foun- 
dation. Nature, and Extent of their Diſcipline. But *ris Convicti- 
on ex Ore proprio, tis what is to be found in all their Writzrgs, 
what they have all argued for when time was, as much as Ne be- 
fore. cited, and what they have Exerciſed; and would Exerciſe ſtill, 
aid not the Fear of the Laws, and the better Example of the 
Church, reſtrain them at preſent. Were thoſe Olſtacles remov'd, 
there is no doubt but they wou'd Reſume their antient Practice, 
and Domineer as much Here, as in Sc-—nd, Nor cou'd they, 
pon their Principles. juſtifiably do otherwiſe. For if (as the In- 
dependents pretend) they are the Immediate Organs thro' which 
Corift Ads and Speaks by preſent Inſpiration, Who dare 3 

| their 
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their Authority, that pretends to be a Chriſtian ? Infallibili ty at- 
rends Inſpiration, and Appealing trom them, is Appealing from 
Him, as in their Mliting, they frequently tell Us. This is the 
very Foundation and Eflence of Peper retin'd upon. Both ground 
their Dſurpations upon Mankind on the Special Authority oft Hea- 
ven, Bur the Pope is in one Point more Modeſt, and more Inge- 
nous than they : For he cluims his Univerſal Vicarſhip under the 
Scriptures, which we Read and Underſtand as well as he, and 
therefore Diſpute and Reject his Title. Bur they pretend a War- 
rant of a Superiour Nature, an Immediate Call, and require us to 
take thar upan their own baſe Words, which no Man is bound to 
believe under the Evidence of Miracles. | 

The Quotation from Mr. Nye's Beams of Former Light, con- 
© vince us who ought to be heard, the High-Flyers, the Church- 
Men or the Piſtenters, and is an Inſtance of their Miniſterial 
- * Liberty to the laſt degree. Ir is to be wonder'd that they have 
* any Followers, but rheſe Pretenders to Sanctity, are the moſt 
© Prieſt-ridden Creatures in the World, and wholly reſign'd up 
< to the Will and Diſpoſal of him that whines the moſt Elaborate- 
*ly. As for the Pretences of the Independents, that they are the 
in mediate Organs through which Chriſt ſpeaks, ſuch an Aſſertion 
can be little elſe than Blaſphemy, ſince they attribute to them 
© ſeives the Divine Nature, which is ſuch an horrid Impiety as 
does not ovly render them more Criminal than the Papiſts, but 
* pernicious to all civil Societies, as that they ought not only to 
© be excluded ſrom the Benefit of the Act of 1 ==, but even 
* not be permitted to breath the Air of any Chriſtian C-—y. 


Conſider, we beſcech you Brethren ef the Ch--ch 

Aude to Of F— d, you eſpecially, that pretend to more 
the Mode, ate Moderation than the reſt, whither the deſigns of 
Cl—zy. theſe Separatiſis tend, and whether you can be Con- 
rent to tollow *em thro' all the Senſeleſs Mazes of 

Crack Brain'd or Knaviſh Enthuſſalm. Yer ſo you muſt do, or 
be ar laſt upon worſe Terms with em than now you are, if once 
in Condeſcention to their OH in und Himſies, you ſtir a Step 
out of the dire Paths of the C ch; your leaſt Deviation after 
em will be calld a Cenvictien, and you will be treated as Repro- 
bates, that had a Sight of Grace, but are fallen from it again 
whenever you ſhall retuſe ro Dance any farther after their Pipe. f 
As if the B-—ps and inferior Clergy here taken notice of 
did things without Conſideration, Take heed Mr. Memorialiſt, 
* or your own Conhidcrition will be calld in Queſtion, For it's 
impoſſible this Moderation could be ſo much in Faſhion, withour 
- abundance of Thoughr, from Long Heads too to bring it into 
Repute. Though it does not require over much reach to know, 
whither the deligns of the Separatiſts tend, after you have ex- 


pla in'd your ſelt {> much u pon that Head. Peer 
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| But you wou'd win them over ta You. The d 

To ſhew upon ſign is Pious; but what Hopes have * of it 
_—_ =— Have not all Attempts hitherta to bring any S:& of 
— ut 12 em over in a Body, prov'd all ſuch Projects to be 
4 Comprehenſes Van © Do you know whether they wou'd advance 
ny one Step towards you, or on what Terms? Has 

| any Body offer'd any thing on their Part, for which 
he can ſk their Commiſſion? If no ſuch advances have been 
made, Whittr is it you wou'd Lead Us, or to what End? If the 
partinp with a few Ccremonies in the Form of our Worſhip (how- 
ever D ent and Significant we do now and ſhall continue to think 
**m) will Reconcile nd Unite em Sincerely to our Church, We 
are re:dy to Sacrifice em to their Scruples, if we can't upon an 
Amic-ble Diſcuiſion of em Satisfie thoſe Scruples. But let em 
then State che Demands, and give us Demonſtration, that it is nei- 
ther an Illuſion (as the Savoy Conference about ſuch an Union, 
ſoon after the Reftoration was) nor the Preſumption of private 
Perſons without the Authority of the Body in general which they 
retain. 

Ves, it is 2 Pious Deſign, and they'll make it out to you. That's 


if they can ſays you? As if the Converſion of Sinners, and bring- 


© ing them over to the Church was not a Pious Deſign. Wherefore 


it is a Pious Deſign, and ſhall be ſo. The H d of the Comments 
© ſays fo, the Mijority of the Upper Houſe of Cn ſtand 


© by it, and ſure you will not have the Impudence ro diſpute with 
his G———ce of Ct. ry about what is as clear as the Nogn- 
© day. You had even as good tell him, he does not know his own, 


and the reſt of the Brethren of- meaning. 


We are not (as we are by ill Men repreſented) 

Compliant ſuch {tiff Defenders of any Form, or thing not EC 
Offers of the ſential, as to ſuffer a Schiſm in the Church for 'em, 
Cheech of E--d, if we cou'd Remedy it; and tho' we are Senſible, 
| that there is more Humour and Deſign, than Real 
Conſcientious Exception, in the Objections to our moſt Excellent 
Liturgy ; yet we ad rather (if we can't be otherwiſe) bear ſome de- 
formity in the Our74r7 Face of our Worſhip, than that the Church of 
Chriſt ſhould really be diſmember'd. For this We have not only 
the Warrant of our ow: judgment, but of the Whole Church in 
tha t Incomparable Preface the Book of Common-Prayer, drawn up 
by he molt Learned of our Prelates and Divines, and approv'd by 
the-whole Clergy of Both Provinces, Aſſembled in Convocation. The 
Sen ſe of the Church is thus expreſs'd in that Preface. It hath been the 
Wildom of the Church of E d ever ſince the firſt Compiling of her Pub- 
lick Lirurgy, to keep the Mean verween the two Extreams, of too much 
$:i/Fneſs in refuſing, and too much Eaſineſs in admitting any Variation. 
Hoem it. For, as on the one ſide Common Exp-rience ſheweth, that where. 
4 


(47 ) li; 
= Change hath been made of things adviſedly eftabliſh\d (no evidem Ne- \ | 
Ceſſity ſo requiring) ſundry Tnconveniences have thereupon enſued , and | 
thoſe, many times more and greater than the Evils, that were intended | 
to be remedied by ſuch Change. So on the order ſide, the particular | 
Forms of Divine Worſhip, and the Rites and Ceremonies appointed to | 
be uſed therein, being Things in their own Nature indifferent, and al- 
terable, and ſo acknowledged; it is but reaſonable, that upon weighty | 
j 


and important Conſiderations, according to the various Exigencies of the 
Times and Occaſions, ſuch Changes and Aiterations ſhould be made there- 
in, &s to thoſe, that are in Place of Authority, ſhould from time to time 
ſeem Neceſſ1ry or Expedient. Let *em therefore ſhew to the Right Reve- 
rend Fathers of the Church, and thoſe that are in Authority, what Al- 
terations they deſire, and the Evident Nezeſſity or Expediency of ſuch 
Alterations, and no doubt but they will meet with a cheerful complianoe l 
from em. But if they are neither able to ſhew the Neceſſnuy or [ 
Expediency requir'd, nor willing to expreſs Clearly and Fully, * 
what they would have; ler them be ar leaſt ſo juſt as to ceaſe their 
Cauſeleſs Clamour ; for we have gone as far as in Prudence or 
Conſcience we ought, without farther evident Neceſſity. 
© Stiffneſs is no eflential part belonging to ſome of the Miniſtry 
© of the C- = ch of Exgland; I'll fay that for our Humble 
* Profeſſors of Divinity, they would rather part with all Forms 
than ſeem Formal, and would make any Compoſition with their 
Enemies, whom they are ready to call their Dear Brethren upon „5 
* the leaſt Overture, rather than it ſhould be told about, that the 
* were of Perſecuting Principles. Inmodicy brevn eſt Ætas, is re- 1 
* ceived for an undoubted Truth, where in my Moderate Opinion 
* it behoves them to be Moderately Good, and do every thing 
* with Moderation. but get Money, leaſt their Days may be ſhort 
in the Land, and they be not long enough in Poſſ--—on of what 
the late Kg has given them. 


* 
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But before we diſmiſs quite the Conſideration of mr 
the Deſires or Deſigns of the Diſſenters We chal- Moderate Men 
lenge the pretended Mederate Men their Advocates chaleng'd to 

to explain to Us what fort of Moderation they re- explain their 

quire of Us. and to ſhew us their own. We don't meaning, 

Perfecute the Diſſenters, nor defire that they ever 
ſhould be Perſecuted. We have very willingly bound up our own 
Hands from doing that, to which our Hearts are as Averſe, as the 
molt Moderate Men of 'em all. We have perpetuated the Tolera- 
ration to the Diſſenters, and are ready to joyn ir at any time to 

: what farther Security we ſhall ask for our Selves. We are Ambi- 
tious of and have demanded nothing but what we have a Right, 
to a Perpetu ion of our Settlement, which, we have reaſon to 
think, has v6.5 4 long time deſign'd againſt. What can be more 
Moderate than iuch an Equitable Deſire ? But if under the fallaci- 


ous 


** 4 - — — — — 2 K * 
* * — 2 \.; Gs - — FP 
” * . - — - = * 
- 
— — re TD. — —j—I3P6P —— . — — : 22 ä 
— — — d x ? . — 
- 


— 2 
N EY 6 : = - * 
2 " R . — „ — —— et 


7 


ous name of Moderarion, they would have us treacherouſly aban 
don all Care and Solicitude for the Security cf the Church, they 
do by their Falſe Moderation awaken Us, and excite our Vigi- 
lance. For they give Us juſt Reaſon to Suſpect, that they have 
Confederated with our Enemies, and are in the Plot againſt Us 
as in effect We fee they are by the Oppoſi ion, which, in Con 
junction with them, they make to Us on all Occaſions. Bur whe- 
ther Ignorance or Treachery has Ted *em into theſe meaſures, their 
| Obſtinacy or Repentance will diſcover. 

What fort of Moderation ſhould it be, but that which was 
mention d in the Remarks upon the preceeding Paragraph > The 
© Godly Moderation which is Gain, and will be fo, while there are 
T0 don Acts for Hypocrites, or Encouragement is given to 
| © r—beth Watermen to look one Way, and Row another. Theſe 
moderate Gentlemen Act ſo much above Board, that you canuor 
s take em for Enemics, ifthey were, they would not diſcover their 
© Deſigns at this rate, before they were ripe for Execution, and 
© defeat their own Intentions, by declaring ſo openly whoſe Cauſe 
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| © they have eſpous d. 

It will be hard for em to perſuade us that we are 
Their own in no Danger, while they preſs us every Seſſion of 
Clamour Parliament with their Apprehenſions of the Papiſts ; 
matter of who, tho' our Enemies, are Iaconſiderable for Num- 

| pv her or Power, compared with the Fanaticks, who 
5 are equally Viveterate Enemies ot the church, and more 
; of Monarchicil Government : Nor want we proof of 


this, we need only to look into their Miitings, or caſt an Eye back 
upon what they did here Both ro Church and State, or forward to 
what they do at this Inſtant to the Church in Sc d. If there 
fore a handful of Diſarm'd, Difabl feu be ſo Terrible, upon the 
ſcore of their Diſaffection only to require more and more Severe 
Laws to Curb em: What Rus have we not to Fear thoſe, who 
being at leaſt as well Arm d as our Seſves, are mixt among us, and 
lodg d as ic were in our Bm, and appear powerful enough to 
Rzval, nay, even to turn us Out of the Cuil Adminiſtration, and to 
procure Laws to be made in their own Favor, and to hinder any 
from Paſſing in ours? We have had too diſma]l Experience of their 
| Tenderneſs for us, when they got us down, to truſt to their Mercy. 
And the Arming of Sc ud, our E — ies by Ancient Averſion, 
and at this time by pretended fr:ſh Provocation, with whom our 
Fanatichs have more thin once hererofore joined, nay nave indeed 
called 'em in to our Deſtrudion. ſeems to threaten ſuch another 
Juncture, and gives us but to lively an Apprevenſion of our pre- 
ſent Condition, and docs. as it Were, bid every Honeſt Engliſhman 
be upon his Guard, eſpecially tne Churcmn, Who mult expect no 
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Fye . you, Mr. Memorialiſt, you will not ſtand up for the 


© Papiſts at this time of the Day, that will be the Devil and the 
* Whore of Baty/onall over; as if the C t did not know what 
Meaſures to take for the Good of the Publick. I tell you, Ro- 
© man Catholicks are Dangerous Men, have not they once been 
© like to have blown up King. Lords and Commons, and is it poſſi- 
© ble any Parliament can have an Affection for them on that Ac- 
count; No, Sir. you are to ſeek here, the Diſſenters never were 
© concern'd in a Gun Powder Plot, which makes them harmleſs 
* notwithſtanding they are more numerous. As for the Arming of 
5, let them look to it, who advis'd giving the Royal 
*© A-----t to the Act of Security, which was of fofictent force to 
* awaken us into an Apprehenſion, that thoſe Arms they were 
provided with, wereprepared againſt us, ſince they are Poor enough 
to Invade their Neighbour Territories, and pretend to have re- 
ceiv'd not a few P ns from us, on the Account of 
© Trade, Sc. 

For theſe Evils, ſo much to be fear'd, we have | 
little hope of Remedy, but from the 4/ſured Goodneſs Our oy Hope 
and Afﬀe&ion of the Queen, for her Church, or the en 1 
Wiſdom and Hearty Reſolution of the next Parliament. 1 eee. 
But if the MJ rs ſhou'd Miſinform and Miſl-ad liament. 
the Q. n, as Mrs have ſometimes the | 
Opportunity of doing by very Wiſe and Good Princes : And if they 
ſhou'd violently meddle with Elections, and preſume ſo far as to 
Cloſet, and make new Regulations, what might the Reſult of theſe 
Things be ? If theſe Practices ſhou'd have the deſired Influence, and 
— a Corrupe Py———nt? Might not the Q. n want 
the Power, when ſhe had the i to rectify theſe Abuſes 2 But ſup- 
poſe with the utmolt Srruggle ſuch a Majority ſhou'd be Choſen as 
wou'd not be Debauch d, nor fell Themſelves or their Poſterity for 
Slaves to any M r; How {hall they be affur'd, that they 
ſhall not be Sold by Others Three Tears hence ? Since the Sting of 
Impeachmznts, and other Perfecutions of M rs for Publicł 
Miſdemeanours, has been taken away, the People are the Sheep, the 
Aſſes (or what they pleale to make em) of Great Men; they may 
Fleece, or Ride, or Slay, or what elſe they pleaſe to do with us, 
Impune. Inferior Courts dare not meddle wich *em, and tEey can 
bring Themſelves before Themſelves, and then all rhe reaſon in the 


World that they ſhou'd Acquir Themſelves ; and who dare queſtion 


their Fudicature, a Thing ſo Sacred that it mult not be Touch'd 2 
* He may Relye upon the Goodneſs of the Queen and the En- 


* ſuing Parliament, that our Grievances as to Religion will be Re- 


dreſs'd; and though we have had very good Engliſh Princes and 


$ Parliaments miſled, yet experience will open their Eyes, not- 


* withſtanding all the littie Artifices may be made uſe of to lull 
© them into a State of Security, and ſome Gentlemen may find to 
© their Coſt, that they (hall not only be To/d of łheir Faults, but Ims 
d for them too, G Bur 
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But the Rights and Privileges of all the Commons of England are 
| Trifles, that every Cobler, every Fellow that takes 
Rights and Alms of the Pariſh, may call in Queſtion coram non 
Privileges of Judice ; when he, or the Perſon that ſupports the 
the Commons Suit of the Cobler, pleaſes. Suppoſe then that any 
inſulted. Lord ſhou'd order a Do: en, or a Score ol his Tenants. 
to go and Vote in any Corporation 2 M06 they have no Rig t; If 
the Mayer or Conſt able, or whoever takes the Pol), admits their 
Votes, there is One, and perhaps Two Wrong Membe 5 returned to 
Parliament; and where ſhall the E/e&ors, who have had the Te 
and End of their Night of Elc& ion taken from them by Inti uders, 
and a Timerous Olficer have Redreſe, and procure themſelvses to 
be Rightly Repreſented? Shall they have it in Meſminſter-Ha!l, or 
in the Houſe of L————as ? No, they profeſs they have nothing 
to do to Determine concerning the Rt of Elections: But here is a 
Falſe Return made, and who ſhall Jude und give Redreſs, is the 
Queſtion, Why, ris confeſt of all Hands, that the Heuſe of Com- 
nons ſhall, as the only proper Judges, How ſhall they Determine 
concerning the E/-&ion, without judging Sovereignty concerning 
tis Right of the Hleclors? If they cairt do that, they are liable to 
have their Fudgments Revers'd, and to have Mombers forc'd upon 
dem. For the Duencſs of an Eleclion follows the Right of the E- 
lectors; and by the ſame »n:chod, that Two may be forc'd upon 'em, 
Two Hundred may, or indeed Five Hund, ed and Thirteen, 
The Rights of the Commons of England, have been ſo Re— 
* ligioully Preſerv'd and Maintain'd by our Repreſentatives of all 
Ages, that as they have been handed down to our Repreſenta- 
© tives in the laſt Parlia menundiminiſh'd by thoſe that have pre- 
*ceded (except in ſuch P —y Þ- t) where they have 
made a Compliment of the People's Libertics to the Prince, that 
they ought to have been tranſmitted to Poſterity, for Baſe and 
Mean Surrenderers of their Privileges as 1- H---- of C 8, 
* had not they done what they did, in the Caſe of the 4ilsbury- 
Men. But this has been fo learnedly diſcourſed upon by Sir Hum. 
ph Mackworth, and the Learned Treatiſe of pro Aris & Focis, 
*'That the Reader is reterr'd thither for his farther ſatisfaction. 
But let us ſuppoſe that the Mayor or Con#able does his Duty, like 
an Honeſt, Couragious Man, and refuſes to take their 
Perplexity Poll ; and the Lord in his Pride and Wrath, orders em 
Elections and every one to bring a ſeveral Action againſt that Mayor 
Hanger te or Constable, and bears them out in it at his own Ex- 
e Hefen pence; the ꝓudges bring this to Thal, and do Juitice 
3 been thereupon, and declare the Planriff had no Righe to 
885 Po!] ; yet What R-paration to the Poor Man, who has 
born the Charge of Twerty Suites? Does our Law give ſufficient 
Demages in ſuch Vexatious Suites? No, but theLord cauſes them to 
bring Vis of Errer, and gets the Judgments of Weſtminſter 0 


. 

Revers'd, and Great Damages given to the Appellants 4 then here is 
an Honeſt Man ruin'd tor doing his Duty. Will not this make Al 
Men Free- Holders or Free Men, of what County or Corporation 
they ſhall pleuſe to take a Liberty with their Cenſciences in? Lis 
no Anſwer to ſay that the Lo:ds are net capable of ſuch manifeſt 
Injuſtice ; 'twas rightly laid, That they that may do Kioht, may o 
Ming; and when Men violently Thryſt themſelves into the Fudg- 
m1ont of AI Ce uſe, dis (hrewdly 0 be ſuſpected that ihe mecr [Love 
of Impartial Juſtice was not their only Motive. | 

* Suppolitions can never be taken for Truhe, and rho” a Lord 
be not ſufler'd in Propria Perſona ro Vote for Menbers of Parlia-— 
, Ment, and there are many Votes Of the Houle of Commons Ce 
* pugnant of any Pers intertering with Elections yet certainly 
© his Tenants are not debar'd from their Rights of Voting. No; 
+ bur they are not to Vote where ihey have ro Vote. A Mani 
may hive a Right to Vote in Buckzugi am, yet that docs nat ar- 
© gue, that be {141} Poll for dilbury, But | canner entértain an. 
thing of a Suppolition of this Nature, that any Lord upon ine 
* Refuſal of his Tenants Votes where they hive no Right, would 
© order his 'T enanis to take out cach of them a Wrir againtt the 
* Perſon that takes the Poll, for it is ſo mean a Surmiſe that it de. 
* ftroys it ſelk, in being beneath rhe Dignity of any Enzliſb P--r 
* whetloever. (Vide Barnardiſton's Caſe lately printed.) | 

\We do not fay that this is exactly the Cafe of the Conſtables of 
Aylesbury, for the late Conſtavles of Aylesbury have as yer 
hid bur Six ſeveral Actions brought againſt 'em, and of Aylesbu- 
theſe bit Que has been brought to gt in Nem n- ry caſe. 
ter-Ha.l, and from thence remov-d by #7 it of E ror into the Heuſe 
of L--d4s; ard the gude m nt thereupon Revers'd, and Gre't Damages. 
(tor beyond what the. ppel ane was (ver thon ght worth! given to the 
Appeilant ;, nor has any Ne Lord Od thut the Plaintiffs arc h.s 
Tenants or Servants, or direCtly and exprofly avow'd that they Sue 
by his Order, and at his Charges. For tho a“ Noble Lerd Lp 
did tell ſome ot us at a Free Conference, That he nem a * L-»--d 
great deal of the matter, perhaps he might not «mean. of Wh. tn. 
the Contrivance and Charges of theſe Suites: For tis poſli- 
ble, theſe Men being Extreame Poor, were thereſhre reſolved to 
Uindicate theit Pretended Right at an Expence, which thy knew 
themſelves far Unable to bear; and rhit knowing by hir Sen, ge- 
quaint ance in Maſtminſter- Hall, and a Superior Cou;t' Rin me Suits 
of his Own, what a Strenu9us Aſſerter of other Mens Rights that No 
ble P———=r was. they might preſume upon his Support without 
bis Privity, in a Caſe fo full ol Precedets. | 

This Paragraph Cours of fuch diſingenuous Reſie ions upon 
a Perſon of his L-<-p's known Probity, that the leſs we ſay of ig 
Kill tend the more to our Purpoſe, and it's fafficicnt co.fay ir de- 
JAgroes.ro oer Remane than that it ks ved hor Malice, gag; buzn. 
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ing Envy, and that Vir Loquitur qui Pauca Saw. pit, 18a reply to it. 
The Rank, Education, and Other Circumſtances 
een wat of the * Plaintiffs, incline us to think they might 
** Fg 1 diſpence with the Ceremony ot Mriting, a thing, Per- 
ate abal re. ſons of their Quality are ſeldom good at; and that 
ecived Arms, their preſent Familiarity with that Noble L --d, their 
Intereſt in him, and his Knowledge of them, and 
their Caſe, may proceed from a Natural Inſtindt, a 
Generous Sympathy berween Great Souls without any Information. Nay 
and tis poſhble, we ſay poſſible, that his ps Agent, Mr. 
Cl n, might without any Warrant or Order from his L-----p, 
pay for their Lodgings in Newgate de Proprio, only in Maintenance of 
their Cauſe, or for ſome Extraordinary Graces and Charms he (after 
his L ds great Example) met with in their Perſons and Con- 
verſation: But it the Lawyers too, a Race of Men, generally in- 
ſenſible to all Charms but thoſe of Money ; we ſay, if theſe Men In- 
pregnable te Grace, ſhould have been Inſpir'd with the fame Gene- 
rous Sentiments, and ſhaking off the Me: cenary Love of Filthy Lucre, 
have refolv'd without Fees, Right or Nong; and in Spite of Law, 
Reaſon or Par nt, to Maintain the Pretenſion of theſe Bewiteh. 
ing Men, and the Laws and Cuſtoms of the Borough, notwithſtand- 
ing to make em Free Burghers of Aylesbwy, the Caſe would be full 
of Wonder and Aſtoniſnment. But O Graceleſs, Obdurate H—fe of 
#4 ns, that didſt not Melt like 7/ax before the Fire, at the 
approach of ſuch K/onder-working Men to this City; as could fo 
feften a Noble L—d, not fam'd for Softne/s, and Four Famous 
Lawyers as Hard as Flints, O Happy Avlesbury, whoſe very Re- 
fuge is ſo Surprizing, what muſt thy Chief Burgbers be, when ſuch 
Alluring Perſons are paſs'd away from thy Pariſhes ! 

*'Theſe Ironies are the confoundedſt things in the World, and of 
pernicious Conſequences ſome Times, as the Author of the Shore- 
* et Way with the Diſſenters, can teſtify from his known Experience, 
and I muſt tell you this, that all Lawyers are not of the ſame 
* Complexion, and though the Man that gave the Meſſenger of 
the H—ſe of C ns the drop through the Window, has not. 
© pleaded fo many Cauſes in Forma Pauperis, as any other Gentle- 
man of the long Robe, that is no Argument that he did not do 
«jr in the poor Mens Caſe, neither if he had his Fee, is it a Con- 
* ſequence that he ſhould have it from the L. I. n. 7 

But if all this ſhould not Spring from meer Inſpi- 

Haraſbips ration and Rapture, (but as it does ſometimes in hu- 
that may riſe man Affairs) from foul Practice, Confederacy and 
wpen this Prece> Colluſion; and if theſe Men neither Sue for their 
3 . own Sales, nor with their own Money, but are 
ol r Ele. prompted and ſupported by ſome Great Perſon, who 
my zs reſclv'd to command that Borough, or perhaps to 

break a Way through the N ſe of In ; 
then 
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then the real Cafe of the Conſtables of Aylesbury may very far ex- 
ceed the foregoing ſuppos'd Cafe in hardſhip ; and theſe fix Acti- 
ons may be bur the Forerunners of Six-Score more. At this rate 
the moſt Subſtancial Mayor or Officer, concern'd in taking the Poll 
at any Place, may be ruin'd by the falſe Actions of Beggars; a- 
gainſt whom he can have no remedy, but that which the Proverb 
aſſigns him. This is downright breaking the Fences of Freehold, 
and levelling the Man of Property and Privilege, with him thar 
has Neither ; for what Officer will dare to refuſe a Vote, though 
be ſhould know that the Perſon who offers it has no Right, and is 
a Beggar ; when he knows that he may be Sued, and tho? he 
ſhou'd Nonſuit the Plaintiff, can recover no Coſts of him who is 
not worth a Groat. Beggars on the other Hand, will be ready 
at all times to preſent themſelves at Elections as Purſe Proud buſy 
Men ſhall direct; and to lend their Names to Vexatious Suits, that by 
being the Inſtruments of their Ambition or Revenge, they may en- 


title themſelves to their Encouragement and Support : But the Pri- 
vilege of the People as Free Holders, Citizens, Free-Burghers ; 


and lohabitants of Counties, Cities, Towns. Corporate and Bo- 
rough, vaniſhes under a Promiſcuous Uſurpation, and the Houſe 
of C- ns will be fill'd with the Repreſentatives of Vaſſals, Beg- 
gars and Vagabonds, inſtead of thoſe of the People, which puts an 
End at once to Free Parliaments, which take Name and Eſſence 
from the Freedom and Independency of the Electors, who have 
upon that ſcore only, a Right to fend Repreſentatives to Parliament. 
If fuch foul Practices ariſe from Confederacy and Colluſion, and 
*1t be found that any P—-r of the Realm, or any other great 
Man whatſoever atiiſts them in theſe undue Proſecutions, the 
« Way is not to Sue the Perſons ſer at Work: to proſecute us for Da- 
mages, but to [— their Abetrors, A good round 
ment will do their work immediateiy, and be of ſuch Conle— 
. quence as to deter others from giving the like Ailiſtance in Affairs, 
which they have no manner of concern in, Ir will ſo ſays the 
poor undone Complainant that takes the Poll, if the Perſon Im- 
peach'd be a t, but it is his Unhappineſs, he's under a- 
. hother Appellation, and Impeachments generally turn to little 
: Effect. eſpecially in Things of this Nature, when a Min is to be 
_ Judg'd by his P——rs. Oui upon him for an uniucky Fellow to dare 
_ to queſtion the Juſtice of the H of L—-—=ds, as if the Maxim that 
k holds Kings can do no wrong, was not partly verify d in thoſe that are 
. Rings Companions. 
| He that takes away the Privileges that diſtin- 
Freedom its ſelf puiſh between a Vaſſal and a Slave, and a Free- 
—_— £ 2 man, takes away Freedom it ſelf, which conſiſts in 
2 Jurpeti- the Sovereign or unreſtrained Exerciſe of certain 
Tl Privileges, of which that of being bound only by 
Laws of our own making is the Greateſt, and the very Founda- 
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tion of all the reſt. This we Exerciſe by our Repreſentatives, and 
by them only, it being Impracticable for the ColleAive Body of 
the People to Aſſemble and Exerciſe in their own Perſons the 
Powers which they delegate, becauſe of the greatneſs of the Nari- 
on. But if the Nature ot the Repreſentation be alter'd and im- 


pair'd, then our Liberty which ſubliſts in ir, is impair'd likewiſe. 


If the Liberty of our Repreſeatatives be Invaded, the Liberties of 
Us. by whom they are ſent as Plenipotentiaries to Tranſact for Us 
as Fully as if We were in our own Perſons preſent, are therein 
Invaded. For what they Do is our Act, and what is done to Them 
is done to Us : What Powers they have were given by Us, and 
what is taken from them, is rakem from Us, who can Exerciſe our 
Powers in General no other way. If then any Privileges of the 
Houſe of Commons have been Invaded, the Privileges of all the 
People have been Invaded, and conſequently their Diberties. For 
in the Exerciſe of Privilege, which ſignifies an Exemption from 
Foreign Juriſdicton in thoſe Matters for which Privilege is Pleaded 
able conſiſts our Liberty. So chat Privilege is nothing elſe but that 
Reſerve ot Liberty, which we have nor ſubmjtted to the Dominion 


of any thing but our own Reaſon. This is to be underſtogd ol 


the General and Common Privileges of the whole People, and not 
of any ſeparate or perſonal Privileges of particular Societies or 
Men, which being founded on Conceitions or Grants, are limited by 
the Conditions expreit in thoſe Grants from hence they are derived. 
II what is done to our Repreſentatives is done ro us, and, 
* what they do is our Act ſince what Power they have is given by 
© us, then it behoves us to ſtand by them in the Exerciſe of that 
Authority which is del-gared to them from ius, as our own Act 
and Deed, and not transter that Right which is due to them, to 
another Eſtate, viz. the Lords, who are no Judges in Cates of 
© Breach of Privilege belonging to the Commons, nor nave ever 
* attempted to take that under Cogniz.ince in their Houſe, which 
has been time out of Miad only Debited in St. Stephen's Chappel. 
( Vide, S“ aftsbury's Caſe lately printed.) | | | 
Ot theſe Privileges, as being tac Remains of na- 
What Privilege tural Liberty, ard tte cnly Pledges of Civil, the 
is, and in whoſe Body to which they apperiain.. are, and can only 
Mere. be, the Keepers or judges, which, in this Caſe, are 
TermsSynonimous. For whenſoever they {hall truſt the Keeping, 
or ſudgments of em to any others whomſoever, they ceaſe to be, 
and with 'em the Liberty ot that Peop!e or Body is, gone, and they 
become Alien; Furis, Subject ro the Dominion of others, even in 
the Maker of their Privilege. For He that hach a Power to 
judge Sovereignty in any Matter, that is, to cauſe his Judgment ro 
be receiv'd without Appeal, is the Abſolute Difpoſer ofthar Mat. 
ter: He can allow or diſallow it, it continues or ceaſes at his Plea- 
ure. If therefore ſuch Sovereign ſhall permit to any Peaple in 


* 
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Uſe of ſuch Abſolute Privileges, whatever they may ſeem to ibe in 
the Exerciſe of *em, they loſe their Name, and dwindle into meer 
Courteſies, Temporary Concetiions. which bave but a Precarious 
Being, and are revocable at the Will and Pleaſure of ſuch Su- 
preme Judge. | ; | | 
The Commons'of England may bet! e Keepers of theſe Rights; 
* bur it does not follow Trod the:ice. hy the contrary Party, but 
* theſe Commons when Elected, may aflume a Power to ['hem- 
* ſelves Abſolurely Independent of their Electors, and Chriſten 
* themſelves into a fecond long P t, and what becomes of 
your Freedom then, and who1s to be apply'd to. to interpoſe 
in your Behali - To which | aniwer the Suppoſitions granted, 
* which is a Poſtulatum few would adm tof ; in muters of Privi- 
lege we are not to apply to a Superior Eſtate, ſince no Eſtate 
can Relieve Perſons in Execution, neither can we Redreſs our 
© Selves ſince the Power is given out of our own Hands, bur by 


* Remonſtrances and Petitions, which ſhou!d excite us to chuſe on- 


ly ſuch for the future as delerve to be Conſervators of our Liber- 
* ties, and will neither betray us themſelves, nor ſurrender up our 
Rights into other Hands. If therefore our Privilege be in the 
Keeping of the Commons, we cannot Transfer 'em over to o- 
* thers, without a Manifeſt Injuſtice to our Selves, a great hardſhip 
to them, and a Breach made into the Cuſtoms of our Prede- 
* cxflors, ſince, it once parted with, they ceaſe to be ours for ever. 


If this had bcen rightly conſidered, it might hay: | | 
ſhorcen'd the diſpute between the Lords and Commons Privilege of 
about the Ajlesbury Men's Writs of Error very much, C ns A 
and mighr put an end to the Senſeleſs Clamour of 4. 
fome Bawling Fellows that ſtill make a Villainous Noiſe about it. 
For to judge Solely and Sovereianly of all Matters touching E- 
jections, appears Indi{put.bly to be the Privilege of the H-——ſe 
ot ns, as wellby the Conſe tion of the L ds tbemſelves 
in this very Diſpute, as from the very Nature of ſuch Privileges 
already laid down from the Starute Law, and from the uninterrup- 
ted Courſe of the Practice of P--rl—nr. Now if that be a Privi- 
lege of the H- ſe of C ns they, and they only ought to 
Judge when that Privilege is broken. For he that by his Judgment 
can limit or retrench it, may. by the very ſame Authority, make 
it no Privilege at all. For if the H-—ſe of C ns does com- 
mit for Breach ot Privilege, and the i —ſe of L- ds by Writ of 
Error, takes this Commitment into ſudgment before them, and 
judges that the Perſon ſo Committed ſhall have a Haleas Corpus; 
if the Commons ſubmit to this Judgment of the Lords, What does 
their Privilege or Power of Commitment for the Breach of it ſig- 
nify more than the Houſe of Lords pleaſes, except it be co give the 
Lords a fort of Authority over em, to which, but for the Privilege, 


the 
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the Lords could make no pretence ? So that from the Privilege of 
th- Commons this Abſurdity wou'd follow, that meerely by their 
reſerv d Liberty they would become Subject to the Lords. Their 
Privileges (it the Lords muſt be Judges of em) inſtead of being a 
Reſerve of their Natural, and Pjedges of their Civil Liberty, wou'd 
be a Snare to em, and Hamper em perpetually with the Juriſdicti- 
on of the Lords, who, according to the Humour they are now in, 


wou'd probably give it ſufficient Exerciſe. 


* The Perſons whoſe Privileges they are, are the beſt Judges of 
the Breach of them, and it wou'd be of no Validity for the Com- 
© mons of Englan to have any Privileges. unlefs they were Inve. 
© ſted with a Power to defend them. For if they had only the 
Power of Commitment, without the Authority to detain in Cu- 
* ftody, and the Houſe of P—rs, upon every iuch Commitment, 
© ſhould enlarge the Priſoners again by a Writ of Error, to what 
© end would it be in our Repreſentatives to take upon them to order 
© Offenders to be taken into Cuſtody, when it's nor in their Power 
© to puniſh them without their L------p's Leave? 

| If the Privileges of the Commons of England had 
Privilege re- ſprung originally from the Grace and Bounty of the 
es Lemita> Lords; if they had no other Foundation than their 
mn from thoſe Conceſſion, the Lords might with ſome colour of 
2 4 4 Reaſon pretend to Limit the Exerciſe of em: For 
. it looks at leaſt like a reaſonable Plea, that they 
who Grant any Thing, ſhould in all Diſputes about it, be Judges 
of the Extent and Meaning of cheir own Grant; but the Reverſe 
of this is certain (and it ſhall be made out at large, it the Lords 
Challenge it) That theſe Privileges had a Being long before the 
Race of Lords exiſted, and that Lords are the Creatures of thoſe that 
own'd theſe Pr;vileges, We were told by ſome of the Lords at the 
Free Conference on this Subjet, that Arguing from Conſequences was 
Impertinent, if it was the Law, it ſhou'd be the Law, let the Conſe- 
quence be what it wou'd; of which we can make no other Con- 
ſtruction, than that they did Declare (as it were in the Name of 
all the Lords) that whatever Power they cou'd get over Us, they 
wou'd keep, be it never ſo Unreaſonable or Grievous : But then why 
did they not ſhew us the Law that gives *em the Power over our 
Privileges, which they pretended to in this In#ance? A Learned 
Manager for the Commons enumerated the ſeveral Species of Law 
in Uſe in England, and Challeng'd em to ſhew which of 'em fa- 
vour'd their Pretenſions, and demonſtrated, that the Power they 
pretended to wou'd Deſtroy em Al. But ſince we are not to Talk 
of C onſequences, we will reſpit that Head till Anon, and only deſire 
to know how the Law comes to be on their Side; at the Confe- 


rence they did not vouchſafe Us either Law, Precedents or Reaſon, 


and we cou'd find no ſign that the Law was on their Side, but their 
own Words for it. wo 10 
The 


E 
The Power of the Houſe of C—ns Is Certainly mite bY 
© that of the Houſe of . in all matters, but what relate to Breack 
© of Privilege, and though the Commons are undoubtedly of a longer 
© ſtanding than the L-—ds,and precedent to them in Time, the Latter 
© outvie Them in Dignity and Authority ſince the firſt is a Court of 
© Judicature and can determine and make Null things that have been 
* allowed and decreed Even in the High Court of Chancery it ſelf, and 
the laſt can take cognizance of nothing that is Foreign to Parlia- 
e mentary Enquirys. Not but if they declar'd, Wheat ever Power their 
*L ps could get over the CV, they would keep it, the (xs. 
© were to look to Themſelves, and tage care that they get into no 
© more Power than what is their Due. 

There is no Privilege of Parliament ſo expreſly pro- Cer 
vided for hy 4& of Parliament, as the ſole Deter minati- Some Privi- 
on of all Mattes relating to Elections in the Houſe of leges why pro» 
Commons. This particular Care was rot taken, be- wided for by 
cauſe that Privilege was thought more Diſputable than expreſs Laws 
any of the reſt, for it was never attempted upon till others not. 
now; nor becauſe the Privileges of the Commons were 
not thought as Secure without an Ad of Parliament as with it: For it 
ſtands upon the ſame Fcot with the Authority of Parliaments it Self, 
and is part of the Original Contract, if there be any; but it was ex- 
preſt in an 4 (as the Prrvilege of the Perſons of Members for the 
ſame Reaſon) that Mayors, Sheriffs, Bailiffs, Conſtables, and who are 
uſually no very Nice Judges of the Privileges of Parliament, yet have 
a great deal to do with Elections for Parliament out of the time of Sef- 
fron, might exactly know their Duty, and preſume no farther : The 
AR therefore does not create any New Privilege to the Commons, or 
give any greater Force than the od One had, but Recognizes and 
Publiſhes it only to the whole Nation, that they whom it concerns may 
take Notice. | 

Matters of Elections are what the C- only ſhou'd be Judges 
* of, as directly concern'd in them; and if there was an expreſs Act 
made for that purpoſe, it was indiſputably made to ſtrengthen that 
© Right. And if Mayors, Sheriffs, Bailiffs, Conſtables, &c. were 
* inforn'd of their Duties in it, *twas to let them know, that upon 
© the Breach of thoſe Duties, they were reſponſible to thoſe Perſons 
who are the only Judges of Parliamentary Privileges, the C—<s. 
"mm P aſſembled. | 

If the Conftables of Hlesbury had refus'd to take Spec;fick Re- 
the Poll of any Pertons, who hada Right to Vote, medy to be kad 
they onght to have Complain'd to the Houſe of Com- in the H---ſe: 
mons, who cou'd have given their Votes their due of C—-15, 
Force by allowing em there; and could have expell'd and no where 
the Sitting Members, if for want of their Votes, a elſe. 

_ falſe Return had been made. This had been a $pecifice Remedy, 
od " "= | and 
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and had fettled their Right for the future, But this neither 


 Weftminfter-Hall, nor the Houſe of Lords cou'd pretend to give em. 
| What then did they go thither for? Why for Damages! Damages 


for what? Did they loſe the {ſale of their Votes? Or did the 
Purchaſer come upon 'em to Oblige em. to Refund? We wou'd 
he glad that their Great Friend, who profeſſes ſo frankly to know ſo 
much of the Matter, wou'd. be pleas'd to open a little of that Myſtery 
to Us; for we are apt to think that it was the Purchaſer who Sued for 
his Bargain, and that very little wou'd have been given for ſuch Votes 
1f it had not been to create a Diſpute that might open a Gap in the Pri- 
nile ges of the Commons, and let in the Jurisdiction of the Lords upon 
*em. But why did they not bring their Complaint into the Houſe of 
Commons? Can any other Reaſons be given than thele ? Either that 
they doubted their Cauſe, and therefore would not truſt it, u here, up- 
on a Full Hearing, it might be diſmiſt with the Complement of being, 
Gxoundleſs, Friuolous, and Vexations ; or that the Met ſod was; not like 
to be Grievous enough to the Conſtables or (which we are upon Good 
Groun4s ſatisfied was the Main Reaſon) that it did not expoſe the. 
Privileges of the Commons to the Judicature of the Lords, What 
Jeep Stateſm:n would theſe Ayleſbury Men have made, if they had 
been taught co Read and Write 

If the 4  y Complainants had.applyed to the C—s, they, 
* wou'd undoudtedly have had redrels of Grievances, provided there 
vas any (uch thing to be found as cauſe of Complaint; For the only, 
* remedy was to be had there; and I am of the Author's Opinion, that 
*thzy doubted their Caule, and therefore won'd no: truſt it in.a place 


< where the Members were appriz'd of their irregular conduct, and. 
©wou'd diſmiſs them with the accuſtomed Reſolve of their Petition 


being Goundich, Vexatious and Erivolous, Sr. Roger's H=—l's old 
Seba of Condemnation.. 


Conjequen- The Plot however was well laid, for if the Houſe, 
c-50f the Ayl- of Commons had not opt their Career by Advert- 
© bury At- ing upon 'em, the Ls had gone roundly on to Judge 
pt. | of the Merits of Elections, and fo to have brought the 
of f=, which is Co-ordinate to them, to have been Subjef, 


and as they did Advert it, gave the Fuition an Opportunity of Clamour- 
ung againſt the Houſe of Commons, as Arbitrary a id Oppreſſive, and the 
J. to ſet up for Patriots, Aﬀertors. of the Liberties cf the Teople.. 
The Commons committed the Aylesbury Men, and their Agents, and 
the Lords pretended. to. Diſcharge em from that Commitment by a 
1/*it of Habeas Corpus, upon a Writ of Error; but the Commons deni-- 
ed- the Juriſdiction of the Lords in this Caſe, and refusd to part 
with their Prijoners.. This Clamorous Faction, who in our Me- 
movies were for refolving all Civil Power into the: Authority of the 

uſe of Commons, as the Repreſentatives of the Fergie, becaule the 
Faction fancied they had then. a more particular: Intereſt in that 


Houfe-;. | 
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Houſe ; now the Majority is better Principl'd and Difpos'd toward® 
Fitabliſhment, call Arbitrary, Illegal, and Oppreſſive Proceedings. If it 
were really ſo, the Whigs, of all Men, ſhould be ſilent on that Had 
becauſe they have been the moſt Notorious of all Men living for 
Stretching the Prerogative of the H—e even beyond its due bourds-: 
So that if from their paſt and preſent Practice compar'd, we are to 


form any Concluſion concerning the Power of the C s in Par- 
k:ment, it can be this only, That = Whig H—e, whether of C $ 
o L——s „ bas all th: Power of 'the Nation committed to em, and is Ab- 
ſol te and Uncontroulible; but = Houſe of Monurcbical Church Princi- 
ples has nonc 4 4%, nor can exerciſe any Power or Privilege, but as 

mz ether Houſe (if it bappens to le Whig enough) Es to per- 
Mit. 

* As for the Plot's being well layed let thoſe make that appear 
© :hat had any concern in it; for my part I cannot but confider as 
'an Evnlih Man, and a Commoner, that Co-ordinate Powers 
© ought not to be in SuhjeRion to one another; and as I have the 
* profoundeft Reſpett for the L—s, who conſtitute two of the three 
Eſtates. So I cannot but think it would be the higheft Injury 
done to the Lower Houſe in Parliament to be in à State of Sub- 
jection, while it is in a ſtate of Co ordinatiou. 

This as abſur'd as it ſeems, is the Rule of all 
their Practice, and the Aim and End of their Li- Preſent Maxime 
beller's Pamphlets, tho' they dare not be ſa Inge- and Pradiices of 
vous, as to tell the World fo in plain Familiar Lan- ine Whigs _— 
Sage. And were We at Leiſure to trace their Foot 3 „ FE 
Reps. We might prove it by a thouſand Inſtancess. 
But tho? neither this Great h ̃ Maxim, nor their Practice be juſti- 
ſiable, yet ſhould We tread in their Steps, no Whig that has not a Face 
of Brais, cou'd Reproach us for it. But as We deteſt the Examples 
of their Faction, ſo we Scorno juſtiſie our ſelves only by an Argumentuns 
4d Homine m, and think a Receimigation a juſt Defence. T.ko' we can't 
but obſerve what Baſe Recxgonts theſe Modern Whigs are, who te 
ſet-up their New Patrons, and ferve a preſent Turn, Recant all their 
old Principles, and Condetin all that their Predeceſors or Themſelves 
have done for theſe Tres or Four Score Years, nat excepting what 


was juftifiabie, and according to their Strict Duty. Evt whether the | 


Whigs had ever Defended the Privileges, and Power of a Houſe of 
Commons, it was certainly the Duty of as many of em, as have 
bad the Honour to ſet in that Houſe, to do it, otherwiſe they were 
guilty of a Breach of the Truſt committed to dem- 


Some Gentlemen in the Upper Houſe that had been formerly 


4 8 


© leading 75 in the Lower, might have inſtruſted their Ru- 

© pills better as to the Right of the C—ns of E-—nd, had they con- 

* ſulted the good of End, and the Honour and Reputation pf the 

Nation in a Fair Corceipendence between 4 and Con — 
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but they would not part with their Modern Tenents, which was fo 
© inflame miſunderftandings under the Notion of perſuading to Peace, 
tand create Diviſions among two Partys, that a third like the Poliſh 
© Indifference, might come in and run away with the Prize from 


© both. ed 1] 
Vet how they ſheu'd be able to defend the Rights 
Right ſuppoſes of the Commons of England, who ſend em up to 
Law and Power Parliament for that Pyrpoſe, unleſs they have a 
to de fend it. Power to Puniſh any Invaſions upon 'em, and open 
Affronts to their Authority, is a Riddle, that it 


would puzzle Ocdipus to reſolve. Data facultate datur jus facultatem 


tuendi, is the Foundation of all the Law in the World. For what does 
Property ſignify if we have no Power to defend that Property? Be- 
cauſe in the State of Nature, Men were frequently unable to with- 
ſtand ſingle the Violence of Invaders; Civil Government was in- 
vented, and Magiſtrates created, to terminate Differences among 
one another, and by Joynt-Force to Repe) and puniſh that Vio- 
lence, which ſeparately they were not able to reſiſt. But it is not to 
be ſuppes d, that when they ſubmitted to Rules (which are call'd 
Laws) by which, for the Eaſe of the Communities, and the facili- 
tating of Juftice, the Magiftrates were empower'd to protect the In- 
dividual from the Inſults of one another, that they left the Groſs of 
the Community naked and open to the Inſults of Particulars, No! 
But either they committed it to the Care and Protection of the Ma- 
giſtrate, by which the Magiſtrate became abſolute Monarch, unleſs 
they did reſerve a Power of Controuling him in the Execution of his 
Office, and then the Sovereignty remain'd ſtill in the People. 12 

No Man can defend a Right without a Power to ſupport it, and 


it's juft the ſame as if He had no Right at all, not to be able to make 


* Head againſt Encroachment upon it,wheretore if the H- of C-. 
had a Claimto fit as Judges between Party and Party in Conteſted 


Elections, they had alſp a Title to Enable em as Judges to paſs. 


r er to the ſaid Title, and vindicate them as to the 
* Juſtice ofa Sentence ſo paſs d upon any Delinquent that ſhould Act 
in Contempt of their Authority. 


| *. n 1 | 
Qur Conſtitution is of a Nature partaking of both 


Excellency of theſe kinds, and therefore rightly.call'd a limited mix- 
our Conſtitu- ed Monarchy, wherein ftated Rules of Government 
tions dare contriv'd by the People, and receive their Sancti- 

on from the King, but the Execution of em 1s left to 
him, who acting all things by his Miniſters, is therefore not account- 
able himſelf to any Power in the Nation, nor puniſhable in his own 
Perſon -(which is ſacred) for any Miſgovernment 3 but his Miniſters, 
who ate the immediate Agents, altho' acting by his Commands, aze 
reſponſible to the People, and puniſhable if they exceed the Commiſ- 
fion given them in the Law. But if the Commons are not able to 
* 1 N Vindicate 


Cad) 
Vindicate themſelves, and their own Authority, from the rude Tnſultg 
and Attempts of the meaneſt of their aewn Body. How ſhall they 
pretend to protect themſelves from the Oppreſſion of the Minifters, 
who ulually are of another Body, and pact of another Eftate (or have 
Intereſt enough at Court to get themſelves remov'd to it, whenever 
they find the Wind in their Teeth) over which the Commons claim 
no quriſdiction? 
* [f the King is not accountable to the People, but the Miniſtry, 
what Care ſhould thoſe that are in the Cabinets of Princes, and that 
fit at the Helm of Government take, in the Adminiftration of the 
Publick Affairs? This is the Doctrine that has ſav'd Empires, and 
preſerv'd Kingdoms, ſince the Dread of Puniſhment in their own 
Perſons has withheld them from miſleading their Kings, who other- 
wiſe would be regardleſs, and negligent of what Violences were 
committed, what Depredations upon the Publick, if their Prince 
was to be call'd to an Account for their Milmanagements. The 
want of this Doctrine's not being throughly received in the late un- 
fortunate K— J——'s Time, occaſion'd the Miſmanagements that 
were the Caule of his D t, ſince had his M y been 
ſeverely Animadverted upon, according to this Maxim, and their 
vile Abuſes cf their poor Soveraign exemplarily puniſh'd, J - -d, 
and his treacherous Crew had been Sufferers, not that unhappy 
King. 
— other hand, the Lords tuemſelves confeſs, * 
it would be as dangerous as ridiculous to deny it, "that Commons one 
the Commons are one of the Three Eſtates of the of the three 
Realm; a third part of the Sovereign Legijlative Power, Eſtates and 
and as ſuch have Rights and Privileges Abſolute and their Rights 
Independent of the other two, as the other two have neither preca- 
of them, which ſeparate Rights, neither do nor ought rious nor de- 
to Interfere with each other. But it is abſurd ro pendent on any 
confeſs all this, and yet to pretend, that the Violation otber. 
of the Rights and Privileges of any one of the Eſtates 
ſhall be ſubmitted to the Judgment of Arotber ; for that Submiſſion 
creates a Dependance and Subjection for thoſe Rights, It is yet more 
Abfurd to imagine, that the Commons ſhould reſerve to themſelves 
certain Rights and Privileges on the Full and Free Exerciſe of which 
depends all their Liberty, and yet ſhou'd leave that Exerciſe Precarks 
ous, and at the M=rcy of the other Eſtates. Yet ſo it is, if either 
the Queen's Courts, or the Lords may Judge deciſively of the Viola» 
tion of em. 
© If the 4. allow them to be the third Eſtate, and to bave 
a part of the Sovereign Legiſlative Power, they muſt of Conſe» 
quence be Independent of the other, in the Exerciſe of their Pri- 
vileges and Immunities z but of this ſo much has been ſaid in ou 
r nen particularly, in one call'd, 4 Fin dicat ien of the 
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© Mouſe of Commons, that ie would be needlefs to take upon me to 
© jſluſtrate the ſeveral Inſtances produced on that Head. 

| To avoid this Ahfurdity (as the Commons have in 
Difin#5n their Arguments at the Free Conference rightly ob- 
us'd at the ſerved) the Lords have had recourſe to a Diſtinction 
Conference without Difference between the Merits of the Election 
wit bout Diffe- and the Right of the Electors, as if one did not ne- 
rence. ceſſarily flow from t'other. To avoid any unneceſſa- 
| ry Diſpute about the Jncicature of the Lords, which 


theſe late Attempts have given occaſion to look more nearly into, 


chan had otherwiſe been done: We will allow, that there are many 
Caſes which may draw any or every Commoner under the judgment 
of their Lordſhi ps; and we deſire, however unkind they have been 
to us, that their Judicature may be preſerv'd to em intire, and in 
its juſt extent: But we deny, that the Right of any Commoner que 
EleQor, is upon any pretence whatfoever, ſubjett to the Judgment of 


the Lords, or the Crown ; becauſe the Judgment of ſuch Rights does 


F ; 3 1 
virtually include 2 Judgment of the Merits of Eiedions, and creates 


ſich a Dependance as formally overchrows the Libertics of all the 
Commons of England. 

VW- hen ſome People are to ſeek how to carry on an Argument, i 
© $5 natural for them to have recourſe to Diſtinctions, and fence off the 


- 


Evidence and Convictions ef Truth by the means of intricate Teras. 


< Ariſtotle's Mat:rialiter and Formaliter will keep off the Reſpondent 
© from a Dilemma for ſome time, but at laſt the Truth gets Ground 
© of Diftintion, though it be as unintelligible as that between the 


_* Merits of th: Elefion, and vhe Right of the Flefors. 


| As upon the referring the Judgment of theſe Rigbts 
Commons as depends the Preſervation of em, fo the puniſhing of ali 


equitable Invaſions of them, as a Branch of that Judicature be- 
Judges as the longs to the Commons only ; nor can the Houſe depart 
Lords. from it without betraying the Liberties of thoſe whom 


| they repreſent ; Nor can we ſee where lies the Danger 
of Oppreſſion from this Power of the Commons; nor why they may 
not as well be trutted with the Perſonal Liberty of their Principals, as 
the Lords, or any Court whatſoever ; but on the contrary, there 
are many Reaſons that fſhew em to be fitted for that Truſt, beyond 
the Lords, or any Court whatſoever. Firſt, becauſe they are but 
Commoners, and Themſelves by the fame Authority, and for the ſame 
Reaſons, expos'd to any Hardſhips, which the Lords in many Points 


are not; and conſequently, having no Apprehenſion of being reach'd - 


by their own Precedent, not likely to be ſo tender. Secondly, They 
are choſen by the People, and derive their Authority from their 
Choice, which no doubt but moſt of em reſent as a great Obligation. 
And Laſtly, (net to multiply Arguments in a plain Caſe) their Au- 


_ thority is of but ſhore Duration, but of Th»ce Tears at moſt, and their 


Elections 
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Eledions precarious, which obliges em to behave themſelves with a= 
bundance of Circumſpection and Deference to their Electors, it they 
expect to ſerve any more in that Capacity; none of which Induce- 
ments to Tendeineſs are to be found among the Lords, who have Pes- 
ſonal Privileges far ſurpaſſing thoſe of the Commons, as well in Ex- 
tent as Duration ; who repreſent only Themſelves, and are a perpe- 
tual, immutable Body, net liable to be put out of Authority for any 
abule of their Power; and laſtly, who are many of em tainted with? 
the common Diſeaſe of Humane Grandeur, and apt to think themſelves 
of a Nature, 2s well as Order, exalted above the Commoners, and 
thenefere to treat them ſuperciliouſly, and to exact more Reſpett than 
they ane wiking to return. Which way theſe things operate, we may 
lee by the Contempt wherewith divers of 'em now treat us, who of the 
noft Riff Aſſertors of our Power, while they were choſen by, and ſate 
amongſt us, are become the haughtieſt Oppugners of it, even in ther 
moſt indiſputable Branches; and to let us ſee how ill Souls, not truly 
Noble, bear Advancement, we meet with more Candor and Regard. 
from the Ancient Nobility, than from many of thoſe who have been 
but lately taken from among us.. 

When the Principals have inveſted their Reprefentatives with 
their Rights and Liberties, certainly they may be intruſted withy 
them, much better than any others, and the Obligation they tye 
under to them for this Truſt and Confidence, ſhould be an Argu- 
ment, and an Inſurance to the People, of good Uſage from their 
Hands, eſpecially ſince that Choice is precarious, and it lies ig thets 
Breaſts to take others in their ſtead every Three Nears z for it is not 
rational to fuppoſe, but they will behave themſelves faithfully in the 
Charge of that Truſt, on Account of the ſhort Duration of it; 
which is not ſo with the P-*-rs, whoſe Right of fitting in P — 
is Hereditary. 

But all theſe Conſiderations, how operative ſo- 
ever, notwithſtanding if any Commoners will be Common, 
{o Fool-hardy, we may fay traiterouſly to them- bound in de- 
ſelves, Mutinaus, and endeavour to ſubvert their ry to commit 
own Power in that of their Repreſentatives, it is no 2 Inſults 
wonder to fee em committed by em for it. The upon their 
Duty ef their Truſt oblig'd em to it, to deter others Kights or A 
ſrom the like Attempts and they had been un- thority; 
worthy of it, if their Tamenefs had betray'd'rt to 
more ſuch A ſſaults. The Forbearance in the firſt Attack of 4/þ» 
by, was a Fault that drew after it the x:ft, aud is ſcarce tuthci- 
ently repair d by their Courage and Vigilance ſince: Nor is it a- 
ny more to be wonder'd at, to fee tome Lords eſpouſe their Quar- 
rel, and under pretence of Fublick Spirit and Care of the Liber- 
ties of the Feople, to Stalk by theſe Fellows to Arbitrary Power, 
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to. which nothing is ſo great a Bar as the Power of the Houſe os 


Commons, 
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Commons, which therefore muſt be depreſt by thoſe that aim at 
it, | 0 
© True, nothing is ſo great a Defence againſt Arbitrary Pow- 
er as the Power of the Houſe of Commons, which I pray GO D 
may promote ſuch Bills as may effectually ſtop the leaſt At- 
* tempts of that kind for the future, ſince we have had ſuch In- 
* ftances from their great Zeal, on occaſion of the late 
Revolution; and it is to be hop'd, that the ſame Providence 
that inſpir'd em with Wiſdom, to vindicate the Rights of the 
People whom they repreſented, in bringing in a Bill for ſettling 
the Succeſſion, will endue them with ſuch Noble Retotations, 
as ſhall vindicate their own Perſonal Rights as the third Eſtate 

and maintain their Independency to future Ages. 
Deſign of We are not unawares for what Ends and by whom this 
the Aylesbu- Suit was carried on,which theſe Beggars lend their Names 
TY Suit, to; but ſuck Fellows who have no property of their 
| own to Secure, are the fitteſt to he employ'd to break 
down the Fences of other Mens; had they had never fo legal Votes, 
their Cauſe might have Starv'd, and themſelves might have Rotted 
in Goal, ere there had been ſuch Struggling for their Liberty, if the 
Privileze of Commons, the Right of Elections, and the Commit- 
ments of the Houſe had not been ſtruck at by it. Cou'd they have 
prevaiFd, and render'd Commitments by the Commons for Breach of 
Privilege, ſubject to their Judgments. Such is the Corruption and 
Degeneracy of this Age, that they might have had Volunteers enow 
of a certain Faction to have Affronted and Inſulted the Authority of 


that Houſe, with hopes of Impunity. For this the Habeas Corpus Act 


was ſo inũſted upon by thoſe who knew, that no Court in England 
wou'd allow itina Caſe of Contempt; and that which all look upon 
as an Inſeparable Adjun@ of their Authority, by Commitment to 
puniſh an Affront was denied to that Court, which knows no Superior, 
which was never yet Diſputed with the Loweſt. A Commitment by 
the Houſe of Commons being in Execution of their Sentence for 
Puniſhment ; not Tryal, there was ne pretence for a Habeas Corpus, 
much leſs for a Writ of Error, which is an Appeal from the Judgment 
of an Inferior Court to a Superior; which no Court, not the Honſe 
of Lords it ſelf has yet openly pretended to be. This is the firſt Overt 
Attempt to make it ſo, while they dare not call it ſo, and we hope it 
will be the laſt; at leaſt we look upon it to be our Duty to watch and 
reſiſt all ſuch Attempts, which if they ſucceed , muſt prove fatal ro 
the Liberties of the People, and by fwallowing up the Rights and 
Privileges of the Commons, render 'em a Precarious Body Dependant 
on the Lords, and alterable at Pleaſure, and ſo have prov'd the firft 
great Step towards ſuch an Ariſtocracy, as ſome People ſeem to drive 
at, to which but Two Steps more had been neceſſary to accompliſh it, 
the pulliag down the C and the C——, which God give our next 
Repreſentatives Courage and Wiſdom to preſerve, If 
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„If this Suit was carry'd on upon any ill Deſign, it is not ſo Dit- 
- © ficulta Thing to find it out, as is imagin'd,' Matrers may be 
© brought to light by the ſame means they are carry'd en by, 
© and the only Means to defeat an Enemies Meaſures is to make 
* uſe of his own Weapons. Money was the Thing, and the Pro- 
tection and Promiſes of Great Men, ſuppos'd to be the Inducerzents 
„ that puſh'd the Aylesbrry Men forward to commence theiz Suit, to 
© infiift upon the Legality of the Writ of Error, and Care to Aﬀront a 
_ © Hou'e of Commons then Sitting, and touch them in *he niceſt 
© Point could be thought of, (v3.) in the great Concerns of their 
« Privileges, which have alway been ſo ſtrenuouſly aſſer ted by their 
© Predecetivrs. Now, as Money is ſuppos'd to be the Chief Mo- 
„tive that induc'd theſe Beggars to Rand up in Oppotition to 
© the Determinations of their Repreſentatives; lo Promiſes of a Par- 
* liamentary Reward, may prevail upon them to Diſcover the Au- 
* thors and Promoters of the Differences between the two Houſes the 
© laſt Seſhon, which might have had fatal Conſequences, had not the 
© Q- n prevented them by her Royal Wiſdom, in Proroguing 
them, that ſo they might be brought to Puniſhment, as Betrayers of 
© their Country, and common Incecdiaries, who under the notion 
Hof Liberty would Entlave the Nation, and ſnbje& one Eſtate of 
* the Kingdom to the Dominion and Arbitrary Power of. another 
that cannot Act unleſs in Conjunction with it, | 


: The laſt Houte of Commons was ſo ſeafible of the  Tciing of 
| extream danger of the Church (and conſequently the 0— ——t 
| the Government it ſelf ) was in, that they prepar'd ©---) Bill, why | 


a Bill to ſecure the Ch--ch of E 4, the atempted, 

Moderation, Reaſonablenes, and Neceffity of which Bill have 
been already largely {ſpoken to; but the Lerds, wbo were either 
not ſo Apprehenſive of the Danger, or not fo Sol'citous for the 
Ch--ch, as the Commons had, rejected it twice, and the Second 
time, in a way fo Unparliamentary, and that had in it 9 little of 


. the Reſpect, due from one Eſtate to the Acts of another; which is 
o neceſſary to preſerve a good Correſpondence between the Two 
Houſes, that the Commons had Reaſon to look upon the manner 
of rejecting their Bill as a Declaration, that there was an End of 
; all Intention, to obſerve Meaſures barely Decent with 'em. It 
was with Difficulty that their Bill obtain'd one Reading, and was 


after that flung out immediately, with divers Scornful Speeches, 
refleding both upon the Bill, and thoſe that ſent it vp. To this 


| 4 
Contempt within Doers was added a greater inſolence without, ( 
for a certain L--rd came that Evening, to a Muſick Meeting: 


: EreRed at the Play-Houſe, by the Subferiptions of his Faction; 
f with # Rot? of Paper or Parchment tied up like a Bill in his Aw] 

Which in the Face of all the Audience he threw ſcornfully uren HAC 

4 übler Stage; and told em there was the Occaſional Confor ni; H | 
| | . — 1 EE: 5 e 5 
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em; 
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em; which was immediately made the Subject of the inſipid Drollery, 
to all the Fools that applauded that Action, The Solicitations under- 
hand of tome M rs againſt that Bill concurring with and Encourag- 
ing theſe Inſolences and Affronts, made the Commons deſpair, that 
they who had inſulted em in ſo open a manner, wou'd ever be brought 
to hear Reaſon any more upon that Head; For if they took no No- 
tice at all of theſæ Inſults, they did but encourage farther Infolencies 
by their Tamenels, and if they reſented them as they ouight, the on- 
y effect it cou'd have, wou'd be to Exaſperate and Inflame the Ani- 
moſities that were already begun between 'em. On the other hand, 
they cou'd expect no Security tothe Ch——ch, from the farther De- 
Itb=ratio9s of thele Men, who had already made it the Scorn and E 
of a Publick Play-houſe: On the other hand, they ſaw forme M--rs, 
who had difſembled Indifference hitherto, begin more openly to in- 
cline, whether out of Fear or for other y- ends to their dyerfarics, 
which was likely to increalc their Inſolence, and render the way of 
Conference and Debate utterly impracticable, or at the beſt inge 
ctual and ulclels, as it has hnce prov'd; They confidei'd, that at the 
acſt ſending up the Bill, the L- ds of the greateſt Cong deration, 
Experience and Reaſon, were for the Bin, and that moſt of thots 
that oppos'd it, Ex cep ted only againſt a Clauſe or two, whick mend- 
ed, they declar d themſelves willing to admit it, and that with thoſe 
Clauſes in it; the Faction with their utmoſt Struggle had been able to 
throw it out, but by one or two, that jince that thoſe Paſſages had been 
Mended as deſir'd; and that the Bill had then Miſcarricd only thro” 
the Means of a M r or (KO, Wwiio were however aſhamed to ap— 
pear againſt it openly in the Houle, and that for all this it was loft 
by a very ſmall Majority, moſt of 'em influenc'd by thoſe M=— rs ; 
That from hence it was plain, that the real Scruples of the L— ds 
were ſatisfied, tho' the Deiigns of thoſe M——rs might not: That 
the Church ought not to be Expos'd to Danger in Favour of the ſe— 
cret Deſigns of aay M rs ; yet that it cou'd not he ſecured againſt 
any attempts of the Presbytery from Sc ud, which now is Arm ug 
there by Authority, and againſt fuch as wou'd cree p into Employment 
at Home, perhaps to favour their Attempts, bat by the Bill aga nſt 
Occafional Conformity, or ſome ſuch Equivalent as had not hitherto been 
ofter'd or thought on. Since therefore the Objections made to the 
Bill, were obviated by the Amendments made to it, ſome of the Com- 
mons reſolved to Tack it to the Land-Tax Bill, in hope that the 
M——rs would rather recede from their ſecret Deſigns, than hazard 
the loiing or retarding that Supply, for the paſſing of which no par- 
ticular Men in the Nation, cou'd pretend an equal Concern in Inte- 
reſt with themſelves; which if they had done, a Bill which themſelves 
conf=ls'd to be a good one had paſt, the Ch ch of E——7d, had 
been Secur'd, and only a fes Obſtinate Perſons, whoſe own Ob— 
jections were remov'd, had been dilappuinted. 


What 
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2 What was done by the laſt Houſe of Commons, for the fur her 
Security of the Church of England, was what was agreœeable to the 
Wiſdom and Conduct of Genen who were Keepers of the Li- 
berties of England, and ſent up to prevent Breaches being made in 
© the Old Laws, and fit in Conſultation to ſe: what Occaſion might. 
© be for New. Their bringing in the Bill was ſo far from being Inju- 
rious to any Sect of Men, that it ſecur'd Pr:perty, and made no ing: 
ſion into any one's Right Whatſoever. The Laws of the Land had 
« * Enaded, Thrit no one ſhould be p 1 (t of any Places of Truſt, but f uch 
as were of : e Church Eſtabliſbed; which Places of Tru't carried 3 
Invitations with them, as ſollicited the Dieners to quality them- 
ſelves, by receiving the Sacr men- according to the EF Hh Fon; 

azd comp lying with ſuch other Duties as were requir'd of them, at 
the ſame time was they conform? 4 with Nwconformit y (pardon the 
Expreſſion) and halted hetween two Opintong neither for God or 
Baal ſingly, but for oth conjunctively, in Oppoſition to the Word 
of God, crit ſays, No Man can ſerv? two Mayters, Now this way 
of Behaviour waz ſuch a Prevarication with God, and under-hand 
Dealing with thoſe who were the Subltitutes of his Viceger2nt, that 
the Church could not but take Offence at it, which gave Being to 
the Bill; which though it had not its defired Succeſs, was n2ver- 
thelels reaſonable, and will be a ſanding Evidence to Poitcrity, 
that the Lay-m-n would have ſecur'd the Church in tuch a manner, 
that the Gates of Hell could not pre val again Her ; but the Eccl-fta- 
ſticks taterpos'd, and inſtead of being the Pillars an Buttretlzs to 
< ſupport it, were the Battering-Rams to break down the Walls Ot 
Jeriſilemm: A melancholy Story which will hardly find Credit ia ta- 
< tare Ages. As tor the Second Eſtate in the Kingdom's Treating 
< the other in a way. that was Unparliamentaxy „ and without Relpect, 
< Good Manners will not let me believe it, from Gentlemen to ac- 
compliſh'd, and have had all the Advantayes that a high Birth, and 
© tae moſt conſummate Education could give them; and he muſt ex- 
cute me, If I {uſpent my Credit ro the Account of the Noble P—--5 
 fiinging down the Reſemblance of the Hill iu ſuch an opprobrious 
© manner, and upon the Publick Stage. J he Commons would have 
« reſented it; nay, the Lords themſelves would have joined with them 
in it; and were it Matter of Fact, as I hope *tis not, our Author 
« would certainly have given us the firſt Letters of his Name; for he 
does not ſtick at pointing out the greateſt Men in the Kingdom; 


nA && 


. 


A 


he 
© though I know not what to ſay to it, ſince in this Age not only the ri 
£ diculing Things that are advanced for the intereſt: * Religion it felt 
© are Tolerated: But two Noble Perſon (I don't ſay Peers) have pals'd 
* unpunifh'd, even though the Diſcourſe of the whole Tour, for pro- 
« phaning the Communton-Tavlz it ſelt, aud being Guilty of other horrid 
£ Impierics, in the Face of a Congregation met gether to ſerve God 
after the Ul age of the Church ot E-gland. Pudet has 0; probia nobis 
E dict 5 "je 5 non pos viſe refell di. 13 T hits 
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Clamony there- This Attempt has rais'd a great deal of Unreaſe- 


upon Unreaſo- nabl:, Unjuſt Clamour, upon the Gentlemen that were 
nable. for it in che Houle, who have with open Mouth been 

Ajpers'd and Vilified by Raſcals, that have neither 
Senſe, Honour, Morality nor Religion. Theſe Villainous Slanders are 
Printe4 and Publ:ſÞ'd almoſt daily, under the Noſes of ſome in Aut hori- 
ty, and gebt to be Alverred upon by them, but fince by Conniving 
they ac d rather to Countenance than to Corrett or put a Stop to 


cm, and are {}:2S'd to leave the Findication of Vs to our next Meeting, 


it may he tour Necellary to do it in a manner more Comprehenfive 
Lhau they will ke. 
Such an Affront indeed as preceeded might make the Houſe rouſe 
up their Indignatioa, and go out of the common Road, which is 
never taken but in Caſes of Exigence, which this ſeems to be, and 
if chey are aſpcried and viiified by unreaſonable, unjuſt and clamo- 
rous Tonguey, they have it in their Power next Selhon t call the 
Authors of theſe Printed Slanders ro an Account, ſince a gceat num- 
+ ber of the laſt Houfe of Commons are choſen again, and may. effect- 
© nally do themſelves Juſtice when they ſhall think fit. 
Arguments a The Argumeuss that are Brought againſt the Taching of 
gains! Iacling this Bill, are of two forts, ſome are againſt the Bill it 
Self, u hich we preſume are already ſufficientiy A4 / wer- 
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el, others are agaialt the Kigbis of Tal ing in Gere: al ard 3 third 


iort againſt it at this Juncture: Thoſe that Deny the Kirkt of Tasking 
go upon the Novelty or Inconvenience of the Practice. 
As for Arguments againft Tacking, all are free to e ye their Minds 


© on that Head, and it was look'd on, fay the | Ning Charles 
© the Second's Time, as manifeſt r upen che Preroga⸗ 
© tives of the Crown in their Party, and what wo. R Zicroachment 


© then, is one now, ſince neither lime nor Cir. .3t4Lces alter the 
© Nature of the Thing, 

It is, they ſay, very Rare, and of very Freſh Pete, aud wou'd, if 
Tradl is 4, take away from the Lords the Right of 8 ating ON any 
Bill, and thereby render their Share in the Legiſl2ture 17:icn ſicant. 
Thoſe that Object againft the Right of Tacking upon the Score of its 
Novelty, are either very ill read in the Ancient Practice of Parliaments, 
or very foul Arguers, Iyars that ſuppreſs Truth, and utter Falſhoods, 

which they know to bc ſuch, to deceive the People into 
Anſwer'd. Faction. Tis prooable, that the Practice of Tucking is 
in Eff:&, as Old as the Peoples giving of Money, bone 


ver new the Name may be; for tis realonable to think, that when 


the People were Convened to give Money (which was anciently the 


_ uſual, as it is now the only Caule of calling Parliaments) they deſir'd 


whatever Grievances they complained of; might be redrels'd 3 and 
upon that Condition gave their Money, ſo that inftead of 7; acking ve- 
ry rarely, tbey did in 1 effect Tack all their Laws. And that this was 

their 


( 
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their conſtant praſt ice, appears from all our Hiſtories and Records; and 


to as plain a Tack as any now made, we owe our Magna Charta, which 
it ſelf tells us, That in Conſideration of divers good Laws there re- 
cited, they do Grant to the King, &c, This is not tne Caſe of that 
great Law alone, but almoſt all our great Laws, in favour of the Peo- 
ple, have been ſo bought. It is indeed abſurd ta imagine, that a 
Free Pecple can be calld together to give Money, which they might 
refuſ> to do if they ſee cauſe, and yet be denied any reaſonable Re- 
queſt; which they had to make on theic own behalf for their Money. 
To pretend to Bully the People out of their Money, without giving 
them the deſir'd Satisfaction, is indeed a new Pradtice, which none 
but a certain Faction among us, who labour to confound all Ancient 
Kights, duift have ventur'd upon. It in Ancient Times the Genero- 
ſity of Kings, and the ſimple Honefty of the People, did incline them 
to take the Prince's [Word for the Redreſs of their Grievances, and in 
Cale of preſſing Neceſſity to give their Money firft ; yet this was as 
exprels a Tack, as if the Sum given, and Conditions upon Which it was 
given, had been expreft cu the ſame Parchment, For as the Word 


of a King ought to be Sacred, the Non- performance of the Conditi- 


ons for which ic was the Security, was as much a Robbery, as if the 
Mcney which was given for 'em had been taken from em by Violence. 
However our Anceſtors found Reaſon very early, to be more cautious 
upon what Terms they parted with their Money, and to take care, 
that how many Bills foever they paſt, the Money-Bills ſhould always 


be the laſt, aad remain as a Security for the Reſt. 


The Alteration 


of this Practice we may truly atfirm to be of very late Date, and upon 


ple 


what Reaſons ſoever introduc'd, we find that the Intereſt of the Peo- 
was not well conſulted in it, we might he re produce a long Rol, 


wich a longer account of Laws, that are owing to T- c, or an Equi- 


valent to Trcking, but having taken care that an exact Hiſtory of Tacks 


{a4il in due time be given to the Publzck, we need not give *em room 
here. : 
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Fbe Debate of the Tach has eccafion'd ſo many Pamphlets for and 
againſt it, that it will be needleſs to make many Obſervations os 


that Head. What our Auth 


or ſpeaks here is of ungueſtionable Au- 


thority 3 and that Tacking is in Effect as Ole as Giving Money, no 
Man breathing can diſallow. Belides, the very Party that are a- 
gainſt it now, I mean ſome of them, will remember they never in- 
tiſted upon the Novelty of it in the late King's Reign, when they 
Lacbed the Clauſe for the Reſumption of the forfeited Eſtates in Ire- 
land: And ſeveral Jaſtances might be given of the Antiquity, be- 


lides Magna Charta, &c. 


One wou!d think they ſhould be in Love 


with the Jack, on the Account of the Habeas Corpus Act they made 
ſuch a ftir about laſt Seſſion; becauſe that Favourite Bill has its Riſe 


from that Original; but the 


while it lerves their turn. 


y are no longer for any Thing than 


The 
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Free giving They that will take the Pains to ſearch our Hi for ies 
implies Power and Records impartially, will find, that our Anceſtors 
of doing it have from Time Immemorial, even beyond our Tracing, 
with or wi h. been poſſeſt of rhe Right of Tacking, or a ſufficieut E- 
out Condition, quivalent. But whether they had exercis'd it or not, 
ſince they have not by any Formal dt renonnc'd it, 
and paſs'd it away, nor ina Legal manner made it over, it deſcends 
in as fall Force to us, their Heirs and Succeſſors, as ever they en- 
joy d it. We ſhall not here enter into any Diſpute, whether they had 
a Power to convey away from us their Poſterity, the Right of diſpo— 
ſing of our own Money. *Tis confeft, that they have not done it, | . 
and we ought not now to do tha: Injary to our Poſtzriry, Thoſe | 5 
that give Money, may either make ita Fre: Gift, or a Conditional 
One, as they ſee Occaſion. But if they may be Limited and Cir- ; 
cumſeribeT in the Corditions, and yet be oblig'd to give, they are : 
no longer Givers, but dwindled into Aﬀeſſors, that have nothing to | 
do but to Meaſore out and Proportion; chey who appoint the Con- | ; 
ditions or Limitations of 'em, are the true and real Diſpoſers, and the ; 
C——7s do not grant, but give Security to Pay. This, if the Houle : 
of C ns could be brought to ſubmit to, they would no longer be the 
Repreſent atives, but the Ajſ-ſſors General of the People, which is what 
ſome Perſons, back'd by the Vhig Faction, have been labouring for 
ſome Years. Whenever this Point is gain d upon the Commons, either | 
by the Crown or the Lords, the People are brought that very Moment 


N under a Tyranny, wie: ler Monarchical of the Mes, or Ariſtocra- 1 
1 tical of the H— ſe of I. At. For the giving of Money on their own 
F Terms, 1s the only Remainder of Sov HEY over theml>lve;, of 
1 which the undiſturbed exerciſe is left *em, 17 we may cill that undi— 


T3 ſturbd which has been ſo often Attempted, az we have known this to 


| be of latc. | 
That thoſe who give Money may either make it a Free, or a 1 
1. Conditional One, muſt be granted; it ſo, may not the Hof? make a 
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© Preſent of ſo much Money te the Government by a Land- Lax with 
© aChaſ in it, provided Orcafional Conf yrmity be ſuppreſt under ſuch 
< Penalties; For if the Commons are only lummoned to Give, and 
© have no Grievances r=dr-i{24 in exchange for thoſe Gifts, our Con- 
© ftitutioa would differ very little from that of France ; where they 
are convened together (i mcaa the Clergy) to give ſo many NMil- 
C 
« 
c 
« 


lions as a Free Gift, and return to their reſpective Houſes, without 


run 


tne Graat of any New Privileges or Immunities on the part of the 


Throge, and with no other RECOMPEnce than the imple Satisfacti- j p 

on ot having contributed towards the Support ot their Prince's Am- | 1 

e bition. 3 

Fr ih 06. The great Objection, that it would take from F 

pil jenen conſi- the L——s their Right of Deliberating, is of no 4 
I 4 d. Weight: For in the Caſe of Mone y- Bill, they have I 
a 110 3 
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no Right to deliberate upon any thing concerning 'em, but whether 


they will accept the Money upon the Terms it is offer'd, or not ; in 
which they are at their Liberty. Whether the L. .. s would have ac- 
cepted the Land- Tax with the Cecaſional Conformity Bill Tackt to it, is 
more than any one, even themſelves can tell ; but we are ſure, that 
the C.. . ought not to take Notice of any Reſolutions entred in 
the Books of their Houſe in prejudice of their own Riabts: If the Com- 
had thought (as ſame time or other perhaps they may) that the 
Preſervation of the Church of England was as neceſſary as any thing for 
which they gave Mozey, and the Bill againſt Occaſional Conformity, the 
only Expedient whereby it might be preſerv d, why ſhould they not 
give their Money on that Condition as well as any other? Though 
the preſent War, and the Condition of our Confederates Abroad do 
deſerve our Contideration, Compaſſion and Aſſiſtance; yet why may 


not the Ch ch of E. d claim a ſhare in our Concern likewiſe A 
And why may not Both be provided for at once? But if the I. «s 
ſhould refoive to drop either the Ch...chot E--— - dor the O 


——5, beit upon them if ether Falls; Let not us be acceſſary to it, 
but provide for Both: What would they have done, if we call'd it 
an Ad for 67 anting an Aid to Her M. . y, fer the better Eſtabliſhment of 
the Ch chof E d, and for the more effectyal carrying on the War 
again France and Spain: > Had there been any Repugnance,any Incon—- 
grulty between theſe two Ends of giving Money? Might not both 
have been purived without any Ching, if the JI ds had fo 
plealed ? | 
© The Right of Deliberating is nor meant here as referable to the 
Money-Þil/; for they can only ſay Jea or No upon that, without ab 
tering the Terms or Sum given, but to other Bills where they have 
the Prerogative of Debate 3 and though the Commons are not to 
conform themſely es by the Reſolutions of the L — ds Journals, 
© yet the Lords may enter @ Proteſt, by way of Caveat, againſt the 
brin, Zing in of any Bill from the Lower Houie of Parliament, that 
ihail be derogatory to their Honour and Privilege 
Eut how was the Right of Deliberation taken from Right of De- 
the L-— ds in this Caſe, if che Bill had been Fack't? liberation not 
Had not this Bil been paſt by the Lords with certain talen from the 
Amendm-nts ? And was it not now alter" to the very Led, #2 fis 
Terms oa which the L--45s had conſented to it? If the Cafe. 
L-ds Were nncere at firſt, Can it be ima. gin'd that they 


A & 


* 


wou d lo far hazard the Putlick as to 60 back, when fo much muſt 
Have been loſt by it? Would not ſome n = rather 


lave ſulpen— 
d=d a whiie the purſuit of their by- Game, laid aide their ſmultling 
Tricks, and have come roundly intu the Bil? It they hac, their 
Nrigbt would have turt,d the Scale, and put an End to a dangerous 
Contsſt; and if they had not, they had clelerv'd H 3 T0 


1 
Mat ter of Peliberatien concert ing the Subſtance of the Occaſton Con- 


jo; mity 


1 y — = K - on 
. . — — 1 — 3 


r 


PLOTS 


bh 


(72) 

formity Bill had long been over, when the Attempt to Tack it was 
made; and the only Queſtion that remain'd undecided was, Whether 
the Conlons ſhou'd loſe a Bill that had been ſo often by themſelves 
judg'd neceſſary, and part with an Vndoubted Right, tor the Awe of 
a Reſolution, found on the Books of the Houſe of L- ds, or not? How 
it was determined, few among us are ignorant, and we hope by this 
time, moſt tatelligent Perſons are convinc'd, whom they are to thank, 
if the Conſequence ſhou'd at one time or other coſt them their Liber- 
TICS. 

The Lords agree, that the occaſional Bill had been paſsd by them 
© with ſeveral Amendments, and that this Bill was the ſame in Effect 

© as what they had actually complyed with in the preceding Seton 
© but what they quarrell'd with, was the way of bringing it up to 
© their Houſe, repugnant of a Reſolution taken to the contrary ; nei- 
© ther, ſay they, was it that they would have rejected it, bee e of 
© the Occaſional Bill, but becaule it might be a Precedent tor any other 
© Bill to be brought i in, which might be of pernicious Conſequence 
for a L.. d is as ſubject to Humane Frailty and Imp s as a 
C. ,; and who knows what might have become of ſome very 
* wiſe Heads, from the next Bill that was to come up to tliem by way 
© of the Tack, 

Thole that grant the Right of I. acking,and were afraid only of ex- 
erciſing it at this 2 for fear of the ill Effects it might have 
upon our C s, may, to what has been already laid, take this 
farther Anſwer ; That it concerns not us to inquire what thoſe Con- 
ſequences nught have been, ſince (as we have already prov d) they 
could not have happen'd thro' our Fault. But it ſeems as if the L. ds 
had no ſuch dreadful Apprehenſions of them, when they ſtopt two 
M——y-B+-s above three Weeks in their Houſe, only to Quarrel with 
and Bully the C.... about the matter with which they had nothing 
Lo do. 

Her M- y has been pleas d to call it a dangerous Experiment; 
and the Author of the 23/cmoria; might have wav d the Diſcourſe on 
that Head, though it is very apparciit, the Fault would have laid 
at the L... ds Door, it any Milcarriage had happen'd thro? the Mos 
ney Bills not Paſſing, tince their eo ORGY had it in their own 
Breaſts to give their Aſſents to it, or not, which muſt have acquit- 
ted the C u, from all Imputations whatſoe ver on chat Con- 
croverted Account. 

Conſequences Buc ſome that Grant the Right of Tacking to be v ve- 
imputable to ry Ancient, ſay it was only exerciled ag Zainft the C.. ; 
thoſe 0aly who not againlt the L--ds; We iceely icknowledge, that 
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* 


are in tis the L245 did not aucientiy give the C....;$ ſuch 
wong. Provocations to Tack upon 'em, as of late they have 


done. The I. - ds were ju thoſe Days Men of very 


great Eltates, and g.. T Honour, Who by not letting their Eftates 
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at Rack Rents (as they do now) but heing paid partly in Service, 
had moſt of the Commons of the Campaign, the Country Gentlemen and 
Zeomen, the beſt of our People for their Vaſſals, This made 'em re- 
gard one another after another manner, than now they do ; they 
thought they had but One Intereſt, and therefore the L--ds were o- 
bliging and tender of the C.. . ., and the C.... s reſpe&ful and 
obſervant of the L...$; and all things paſt between em with the ut- 
moſt Kindneſs and Decency. They did not in thoſe Days affect ſo 
much Diſtinction as now, but ſate Friendly together in the ſame Houſe, 


and concerted Matters amicably; but all theſe Bands of Amity have 


long ſince been Diſſolved. The L--ds have neither the great Eſtates, 
nor the great Qualities that endear'd 'em to the People then, and 
the Ancient Noble Practices are almoſt extinguiſh'd with the Ancient 
Noble Blood, and we have very few that can boaſt of an Hundred 
Years Nobility in their Families; but to thoſe that can, we are ve- 
ry thankful for the Intereſt we have in 'em, we Honour 'em as we 
ought, and are very ſenſible that our Differences are wholly owing to 
three or four Upſtarts of a very freſh Date, and late Edition, Subla- 
ta cauſa tollitur Effectus, ſay the Logicians ; but theſe New Gentlemen 
require more Submiſſion than ever was ſhewn to their Predeceſſors, 
(we are forry, that to moſt of em, we can't ſay their Ance tors) even 
tho the Reaſons of our Reſpett be intirely ceas'd ; but in Vain they 
require it, for we can't Reverence a Pimp, a Plunderer, a Buffoon, 
a Barrator, though he ſhould wear the Title of L p. | 
© To reflect upon ſuch an Auguft Aſſembly as the whole Houſe of 

I.. . da, becauſe ſome of them probably have diſoblig'a him, is very 
unbecoming; and whatever our Anceſtors did, as to the menage of 
their Eſtates, and how courteouſly ſoever they behav'd themſelves 
to the C. . . us, in fitting all in one Houſe with them; they 
had it in their Power from his own Words, to bear a higher Hand 
over them as their Vaſſals; for he ſays, moſt of the Gentlemen fell 
under that Denomination than the preſent Nobility take upon 'em. 
As for Eftates, it muſt be confeſs'd thole in the Church Intereſt 
have rhe greateſt, and the three or four Upſtarts, as he is pleas'd to 
call Men pofſeſs'd of great Lt meins and Places, that require ſo much 
Submiſſion, we know not u hem he means, but preſume they are of 


2 a „ % A M „ 


© late Creation, not of Q.... A., s, Who never made a Pin p, a Plun- 


derer, a Buffoon, or a barrator, a L.., d, jince Her Happy Accet- 
« ſfjon to the Th... ne of Her Anccftors. 

1his may ſerve to ſhew, why the Underftanding between the L- ds 
and Commons, is not now ſo good as iu the Days of our Arceſtors 3; 
But they that tell us, that there were Tacks, which were not Tacks 
upon the Lords, would do well to teil us whac ſort of Tacks thoſe were: 
For ince the Lord; are bound to receive or reject all Money - bills en- 
tire, with all their Clauſes, as they are ſent up to em by the Commons, 


there can be no Tack upon the Crown v lich is not equally a Tack 


K upon 


 Qieea, as the P. of B. m, the E—s of & 
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upon the Lords. But it they mean only that the Lords did in t hoſe 
Pays readily agree to Tacks, we anſwer, ſo they would now, if the 
Practices of ſome that have lately crept into their H-. ., did not 


render that and all other Powers of the C.........s dreadful to *em, and 


them therefore deſirous to extinguiſh *em, which is the Ground of our 
preſent Quarrels. | | 5 

* That ſome Gentlemen have Reaſon to be apprehenſive of the 
© dreadful Conſequence of the Tack from their indirect Practices, 


is inconteſtable; for a Glauſe may be brought in which may 


* expole ſome things that are concealed, to Light, that may be of 
© the laſt Conſcquence,to undeceive the Moderation mongers to the 
C aracters of their preſent Idols; though-I cannot hold with 
him, that what is a 7 ack upon the n is a Tack upon the 
L. s, upen the ſeveral Accounts 1 have not time wor leiſure to 
ſet down at ilus juucture. 


If, after all that has been ſaid, any Perſons will obſtinately perfift 


to maintain, chat the Ch- ch of En- nd has no Reaſon to be Apprehen- 


five for Her Security, they would do well to obviate 
h ofe that our Objections, and to remove our Fears, either by 
ſlight our Ap- ſhewing ſuch undeniable Grounds for their own Confi- 


pre be nſi ms be dence, as may beget the like in us, or by propoſing 


ſuſpected. ſome ſufficient Equivalent to what we have thought ſo 

1 Neceſfary for our Security, while they remain ſullen 
ro impotent, unwilling or unable to do either of theſe ; We can't 
erlie ſo far upon any thing that they ſay, as to abandon our Care and 


, Concern for our Ch--ch and Conſtitution, or to ceaſe the Purſuit of 


fuch reaſonable Meaſures as ftit ſeem to us abſolutely Neceſſary to 
their Preſervation. Nor can we take Railing at or diſplacing Gen- 
tlemen of the greateſt Honour and Quality, whoſe only Fault is, a 


too watchful Zeal, for the Security of our Ch--ch and Nation (if it 


cou d be prov'd that their Fears were not abſolutely neceſſary) to be 
a Method of giving us Satisfaction, or leffening our Apprehenfions 3 
on the contrary, we take the laying aſide ſuch ſteady Champions of 
the Ch--ch, ſuch able Miniſters, and ſuch faithful Servants to the 
r, N N, 
: rt, the L—ds Gu- rd, Gr—le, 
Sir E— 4 $ , Sir G. R k, &c. To be manifeſt Indications, 
that the M r5 are reſolved, by Force, to make the Ch., ,h 
truckle to the Faction, whoſe Favourers are generally put into 


1270 ſy, * ſea, D 


their Places. 


Turns of State will happen in all Governments, and there 


may be other Reaſons for the Removal of great Officers from 


the C tz than Matters of Religion; ſo that we are not to 
* dive into theſe Arcana's, but believe that the Changes are for the 
© eſt, and humbly acquieſce in them. Deſpair will never help a 
* 1nking Cauſe, when Courage may ſupport it; and we are not 


to 
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© to queſtion, but that if any indire& Practices have been made, 
to remove theſe worthy Patriots here nam'd from Her M—y's 
( and Preſence, it will be fo far from being for Ever, we ſhall 
find them reinſtated in the Q--n's Favour again, who is of too 
© penetrating an Enquiry not to find oat the leaſt Injuſtice, lev 
eit ſprins from never ſo deep a Fountain. 
What other Conſtruction can we make of diſarming Scotch At of 
the Ch—ch here, and arming the Pr—ry in Sc Security one 
at the ſame time? Is this a time for the Ch-—ch or Ground ef our 
Nation to be ſtript-of the Aſſiſtance and Protection of Apprehenſion. 
ſuch Friends, when Thirty Thouſand Sc (which | 
the loweft Calculations make em) Bigots to their Se& and Way, an 
Enemies to our Church, Diſcipline and Worſhip, are Arm'd, Regi- 
mented, and Exerciſed in our Neighbourhood, without to much as a 
Hedge between us to ſtop their Way, if they ſhou'd take a Fancy to 
come and preſcribe Laws to us; or our Diſſenters ſhould (as they for- 
mcrly did) invite *em to come and reform our Horſbjp, and ſettle the 
Kingdom of Chriſt (as their Cant is) among us? Can the H——ſe of 
C ns be blani'd, if upon fo diſmal a Proſpect, they endeaypur to 
ſecure us by lodging the Civil Power in ſuch Hands, as without In- 
vading the Prerogative may beſt protect us againſt an Inundation of 
Sc -h Pr —ry? The bare Poſſibility of what has once happen'd 
through their means, is enough to juſtify the utmoſt Caution of wiſe 
Men. But if, (as we ought) we add to it the Conſideration of their 
preſent Poſture and Inclinations, and the Niſpolition of a Party among 


us (now taken into Favour by ſome M rs) who by their own 


Vaunts ſhou'd be conſiderable for taeir Strength; our moſt lively 
Apprehenſions of their Conjun&ion can never be thought unreaſo- 
nable, 
That the P are arm'd in Sd is certain; but we 
are to underſtand, they are the National Church, which is no 
ſuch handle for a Complain: ; but it's a little too forward, and 
Mal a jrapos, to lay the C——4 of E — —d here is diſarni'd 2 
For it does not tollow, becaute the Noble Perſons before-menti- 
oned are ditrob'a of their Places of Truft, that therefore they are 
not capable of afſitting Her. What if they are not in the C, 
aud at the C...l-B....d, they keep their Places in the Houſe of 
L. . s and C.. s, and I queſtion not will fo behave Them- 
* ſelves on an emergent Occaſion, as to make even their Enemies 
* lcek to be at Peace with Tbem For Commani y of Danger will 
* thaw a General Concurrence among the Members of the C—h 
Party, and if doth L..ds and C.. care agreed, that the late 4G of 
* Security (as 'tis call) pats'd in Sc. , is of the moſt extreme 
* Danger to E.......4, the Majority of L...ds and C. will cloſe 
* m with ſuch Reſolutions as ſhall be conducive to the Iutereſt 
* of the Eftabliſh'd Church, whenever the Clouds of Adverfity ſhall 
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* gather to overſpread Her. And as for a C—— War between 
* the Subjects of E d and S——d, no ſuch Thing is like to 
fall out, the Face of Affairs being ſhifted to another Point, and 
their P——t now ſitting ready to join with us in an Union be- 
© tween the Two Nations. i 
Indg d dange- Community of Danger always produces a Concurrence 
rous to E -d in Judgment, as to thoſe Points from which the Dan- 
by b;th H----S ger is fear'd. And therefore whatever unhappy Diffe- 
of P—— nt, rences have been of late created between the L...ds , 
and C——7:, they have concurr'd in this, that the late 
AT of Security (as *tis call'd) paſt in Scud, is of the moſt extreme 
Danger to En——xd, and we doubt not, but that when they meet 
next, they will agree to enquire who among us advis'd it. Many wiſe 
Men ſuſpect, that it was done firſt to beget a Terror of the Sc, 
and thence to evince the Neceſſity of a ſtanding Army here, If 
t hat ſhou'd have been the Drift of the Adviſers, it may ſerve as a Clue 
to lead us to the Knowledge of who thole Adviſers were, by conſider» 
ing who were likely to make the beſt Market of the Iſſue of that Ad- 
vice. But tis a diſmal Proſpect to ſee a Civil War (as it were) cut 
out for us, before we can gueſs at the End of the Foreign one. We 
. are very well fatisfied of the Courage and Bravery of the Soldiers 
of both Nations, without bringing em to the Proof in our Street-; 
We pray God there!ore in his Afercy to avert ſuch Judgments. 
But, while we may, it behoves us to conſider, what remains yet for 


import us to confider, what the preſent Diiputition of our Neiglibour 
5 Nation, that is now Arming, is towards us, and who among our ſelves 
1 ſtand moſt affected to em, ant won'd fartheſt indulge their Deſigns. 
. The Sc--:s have already baniſb'd our C- — h and Diſinherited our 
C--wn; and therefore, if ever they come hither, it will not be to 
IF fetch our Ch--ch or Go. nt into S-. Thole therefore that love N 
{ theſe beſt will leaſt Defire their Company here: But if we have any a- 
mong us that are Fond or Favourers of the Scotch Kirk Diſcipline, it 
will be a more dangerous Uxperiment than has been made above thele 
Forty Years to truſt em with the Civil Power. 

As for the S—-= innheriting our Cen, the Cloſe of the 
* laſt Remark in a ſuthcicat Rey to that infinuation, and fince 
there is likely to be an Agreement with the S---s, without intro- 
N * ducing their Kirk Diſciphine, tha: Buphoar is 1omoved without any 
4 * faccher Conſideration. | „„ 


1 us to do to divert the Storm, which ſeems to hang over our Heads. 
| Belides our Supplications as Pious Chriſtians, there is ſomething In- 
13 cumbent on us, as we pretend to be a Prudert People. For we muft 
2 7p NY * R ; 
\ not expect to he pray'd only out of our Difficulties; It may therefore 
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That to prevent the Civil Power from falling into Deſign of the 
juſpected Hands, was the Sole Deſign of thoſe who pro- late Houſe of 
moted the Bill againſt the Occaſional Conformity (and C--ns, ſeen by 
not a Struggle for Places, as their Corrupt Adverſa- the Self-deny- 
ries pretend) was fairly demonſtrated by their hearty ing Bill. 
Endeavour to Incapacitate even Themſelves for Court 
Places (which are the only places of Profit and Influence) while they 
were honour'd with the Truſt of their Country. Neither did they de- 


fire to take away from others their Liberty ot Conſcience, while they 


endeavour'd to ſecure their own, as has been as fallly as Maliciouſly in- 
ſinuated, and Villanouſly Objected, by thoſe who themſelves Practiſe, 
or Countenance others to Praiſe. Such Equivocal, Hypocritical 
Shifts to elude the Force of Plain Laws, as have proceeded from the 
Jeſuit's Mint, and were then Invented, as they are ſtill Levell'd and 
Aim'd againft the Ch--ch of E—4, to which, as well thoſe who ſerve 
themſelves of ſuch Vile Expedients, as they who Contriv'd 'em, are 
the Inveterate Enemies; ls it not an Inconceivable Stupidity to Ac- 
cuſe or Suſpe& thoſe of Monopolizing Places, who would Voluntarily 
diſable themſelves from holding any by a Self-denying Bill? Or of de- 
ſigning againſt the Free Toleration,while they are with all their might 
labouring to ſet it on Foot with their own Security? But theſe things 
having been largely Spoken to already, We ſhall not Proſecute the 
Diſcourſe of em any farther here. 

© The ſelf Dem ing Bill is not ſuch an Argument againſt their ſtruggl- 
© irg for Places as they would have it ſay the Diſſenters, for its Natural for 
© 2 Man when He can't get into a Place Himſelf to rail againſt all Men in 
$ Offices,as in the Caſeofan Eminent SNEARER lately flung out from 
deing Member of Parliament for the Enſuing Seton) and that En- 
* vious Man in the Fable who malign'd another's Good, Agreed 
to have one of His own Eyes pulPd out, that other migh't loſe Both, 
© did it out of a Principle of ſheer Malice. 

We can't conclude without tutreating our Countrymen to take theſe 
Things into their Conſideration, and that all forts of Men (eſpically 
the true Sons of the Ch--ch) wou'd weigh well the Greatne(s, and the 
Evidence of their Danger. This will make *em ſeta juſt value npon 
thoſe ever to be honour'd Gentlemen, who in oppoſition to a Reſtleſs, 
Clamorous Faction, an Intriguing, Self-ended, Single M--ry, and a 
Troop of Mercenary Renegades and Penſioners, have made Head for the 
E. Tab liſbm ent of the Ch -ch, the True [ntereſt of the , the Atiin- 
renance of our Conſtitution, the Defence of the Privileges of Parlia- 
p21t, the Rights of the Teople, and the future Peace and Quiet of the 
whole Vatzov, That we may obtain all theſe Bleſſings, we hops they 
will Recommend to their next Repreſentatives the Care of the Occaſional 
Conformity, aud Seif-denying Bills, and the Protection of their Privi- 
legss, which are the Peoples own, and their Sole Pledpes of Liberty, 
The Care of thee, as touching us ncarly and ſenfibly, ought to go a7 


leaſt 


leaſt Hand in Haud with our Concern for our Foreign Allies; which done 
we may be again ſo Happy as to ſee the Qn well and faithfully Serv'd 
by Perſons duly Qualify d, the People rightly Repreſented by Gentlemen 
Vnbrib d, Difintereſted, and Unbyaſd ; Religion Flouriſh, Trade Re- 


vive, our Arms Proſper, and our Confederates Reliev'd ; and thro”. 


theſe Fortunate Iſlands Salus Populi Suprema Lex erit. Which God 
grant, and long Preſerve the QUEEN. | 


As for his Concluſion no True Son of the Church, or Native of 


_ © this Flouriſhing K. mn but will Joyn in Him with His Wiſhes for 


* the Publick Good, and for ſetting a Value upon Gentlemen of 
i ſuch Approv'd Conduct as the Lords and Commons here hinted 
bat, its the Intereſt of every True Engliſhmen ſo to do. As for 
*the Care of thoſe Things He propoſes to the Enſuing Parlia- 
ment, Doubtleſs they are of ſuch an Univerſal Concern, that 
no Conſideration whatſoever,not even the Regard which ſhould 
© be had to A e. For if we do but once Purge the ſtate 
© from Caterpillars and ſuch other Inſects as prey upon the 
© ſtate, We ſhall not be onely ſtrong and Powerful at Home, 
©but Formidable Abroad, which is all the Church of England 
aims, at and is the Ne plus Ultra of Her moſt Equitable Deſigns: 
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leaft Hand in Haud with our Concern for our Foreign Alies; which done 
we may be again ſo Happy as to ſee the Qn well and faithfully Ser v'd 
by Perſons duly Qualify d, the People rightly Repreſented by Gentlemen 


Vnbrib d, Diſintereſted and Unbyaſ d; Religion Flouriſh, Trade Re- 


vive, our Arms Proſper, and our Confederates Reliev'd; and thro? 
theſe Fortunate Iſlands Salus Populi Suprema Lex erit. Which God 
grant, and long Preſerve the QUEEN, 

© As for his Concluſion no True Son of the Church, or Native of 
© this Flouriſhing K. m but will Joyn in Him with His Wiſhes for 
the Publick Good, and for ſetting a Value upon Gentlemen of 
*fach Approv'd Conduct as the Lords and Commons here hinted 
© at, its the Intereſt of every True Engliſhmen ſo to do. As for 
the Care of thoſe Things He propoſes to the Enſuing Parlia- 
* ment, Doubtleſs they are of ſuch an Univerſal Concern, that 
no Conſideration whatſoever, not even the Regard which ſhould 
© be had to A e. For if we do but once Purge the tate 
© from Caterpillars and ſuch other Inſects as prey upon the 
© ſtate, We thall not be onely ſtrong and Powerful at Home, 
©but Formidable Abroad, which is all the Church of England 
© aim's;at and is the Ne plus Ultra of Her moſt Equitable Deſigns: 


